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‘Save us from 
Jamuna erosion’
Residents of Tangail village 
block road in protest
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Residents of Chituliapara village in Tangail’s 
Bhuanpur took to the streets yesterday, demanding 
immediate action to protect their village from the 
relentless Jamuna erosion.

They demonstrated on the Govindasi-Bangabandhu 
Bridge Road for an hour to realise their demand.

According to the protesters, the erosion began 
last month with the rising water levels of the 
Jamuna, but the situation worsened in recent days, 
resulting in the loss of over 100 houses.

A portion of the village has already been engulfed 
by the Jamuna river, they said. 

Hearing the news of the protest, Bhuanpur UNO 
Belal Hossain visited the spot and assured the villagers 
of taking necessary measures to prevent erosion. 

Later, the villagers withdrew the blockade.
Contacted, the UNO said, “The work of placing 

geo bags in another 100m section of the river would 
start today (yesterday).”

The villagers also said their repeated calls for 
constructing  an embankment to protect the area 
from erosion have been falling into the deaf ears of 
the authorities concerned.

A couple of days ago, local lawmaker Tanvir 
Hasan Soto Monir visited the affected area and 
assured villagers that emergency measures are 
being taken to prevent the erosion.

Meanwhile, as the water continues to rise, river 
erosion has intensified in various places of Bhuapur, 
Sadar, Kalihati, Nagarpur, and Mirzapur upazilas of 
Tangail. The Water Development Board is dumping 
geo bags in the river to prevent erosion.

LANDSLIDE RISK AT HILLS

500 structures 
dismantled in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chattogram district administration yesterday 
knocked down at least 500 risky makeshift 
structures from the hills in Akbar Shah area of the 
port city, following a court order.

The administration in cooperation with the 
Department of Environment led the drive.

Touhidul Islam, senior assistant commissioner 
of district administration, told The Daily Star that 
they dismantled more than 500 illegal structures 
from hills near Foy’s Lake in Beltolighona area. 

“A landslide occurred there last March, so we 
wanted to make sure that people who are exposed 
to landslides are safe,” he added.

“After the eviction, we have erected barbed wire 
fences and pillars to prevent the encroachment of 
the hilly land,” he said.

The district administration found 835 families 
living on 17 hills in the port city in a survey in 2019.

The Human Rights and Peace for Bangladesh 
filed a petition on August 1, 2022 with the High 
Court in this regard.

The same month, an HC bench ordered removal 
of illegal structures from the hills in the port city.

RU celebrates 
70th anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi University (RU) celebrated its 70th 
anniversary yesterday with a series of events.

The day’s events began at 10:00am with 
hoisting of the national and university flags at 
the Shaheed Syed Nazrul Islam Administration 
Building premises. 

Acting Vice-Chancellor Prof Md Humayun 
Kabir inaugurated the event.

The programmes included a colourful 
procession around the campus and planting of 
saplings by senior teachers.

At 11:00am, a book titled “Rajshahi 
Biswabidyaloyer Sat Doshok: Smriti Satta 
Bortoman” was unveiled by the acting VC. 

The book is written by Prof Sanat Kumar Saha, 
Bangabandhu Chair of RU.

With the bridge 
work remaining 

suspended for 
more that a year, 

locals and tourists 
have no other 

option but to use 
boats to cross the 

canal.

SONAKATA TENGRAGIRI ECOPARK

Bridge works remain 
halted for 1.5 years

Locals, tourists suffer
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The Sonakata Tengragiri Ecopark has 
seen a decline in number of tourists 
due to the suspension of construction 
works on the bridge linking the area 
to Barguna’s Taltali upazila’s FakirHat 
Canal for over one and a half year.

According to the sources at the 
upazila’s LGED office, the works were 
initiated early in 2021 under a Tk 7 
crore project. Following a tender, the 
project was allotted to Amir Engineering 
Corporation of Barishal.

The contractors have already 
completed the physical works for 48 
metres (24 metres from each end) of the 

72-metre girder bridge. The constructed 
bridge is 7.5 metres wide and 10 feet tall 
above the water level.

However, six months after the works 
began, the local fishermen and the 
Planning Commission objected to the 
structure’s design as they believed the 
height of the bridge was too low, making 
it difficult for boats to ply beneath it.

Mosharef Hossain, forest officer of 
Chakhina Bit, informed of the declining 
number of tourists at the park.

Earlier, around 150-200 tourists 
visited the park each day. The crowd 
was even bigger on weekends. However, 
the number has dropped to only 15-20 
visitors per day, he added.

“With the bridge works being put on 
hold indefinitely, we have to take small 
dinghy boats to move to and from the 
park. This comes with great risks,” said 
Rahima Begum, a student who was 
visiting the park.

Hossain Hawlader, a hotel owner in 
Fakir Hat, said their business had been 
facing losses since the construction 
work was stopped.

“There used to be a small iron bridge. 
However, that was demolished before the 
contractors started working on the new 
bridge. The water route is the only link 
between the two ends now,” he added.

The area is home to numerous 
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Five killed in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

Five people were killed and four injured 
in road accidents during the last two 
days, according to reports from our 
correspondents.

In Dinajpur, two cousins died as 
a microbus hit their motorcycle in 
Chirirbandar upazila on Wednesday night.

The accident happened on Dinajpur-
Rangpur highway in Bhushirbandar area, 
said police.

Mizanul Islam, 15, son of Anisur 
Rahman; and Sakib Hossain, 18, son of 
Moksedul Islam from Birgaon village in 
Sadar upazila died on the spot, said police.

Md Siddiqur Rahman, officer-in-charge 
of Doshmile Highway Police Station, said 
they were returning home from a wedding 
party by riding a motorcycle.

The microbus hit their bike when they 
arrived near the bridge over Atrai river 
around 9:30pm. The microbus fled the 
spot right after the accident.

In Mymesningh, two persons were killed 
and three injured as a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw and a bus collided head-on at 
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DEATH OF HOUSE HELP

Bring perpetrators 
to book: speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Domestic workers and civil society 
members yesterday demanded exemplary 
punishment for those involved in killing 
Tamanna Akhter (18), a house help in 
Dhaka’s Rupnagar, within 90 days.

In addition, they pushed for the 
ratification of ILO Convention 189 and 
the inclusion of domestic workers in the 
Labour Act 2006 to provide a decent and 
safe working environment for them. 

They made the demands at human 
chains in the capital’s Mirpur, Khilgaon, 
Mohammadpur and Badda, organised 
by Karmajibi Nari and Dushtha Shasthya 
Kendra, funded by Oxfam in Bangladesh 
and Global Affairs Canada.

Tamanna fell from a nine-story building 
on June 23. The victim’s family alleged 
that the wife of the householder pushed 
Tamanna off the building.

Tamanna worked at a house in Arambagh, 
Rupnagar for four to five months.
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