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Apologise 
for 1971 
atrocities
Salman F Rahman 

asks Pakistan 

president

UNB, Dhaka

In a chance meeting with 
his old acquaintance 
Pakistan President Arif 
Alvi in Saudi Arabia after 
the hajj, Prime Minister’s 
Private Industries and 
Investment Adviser 
Salman F Rahman 
relayed the message 
that Pakistan needs 
to apologise for the 
atrocities committed in 
1971. 

He conveyed the 
message to the president 
when they met in 
Madinah last Thursday, 
according to a press 
release from the adviser’s 
office on Tuesday.  This 
was after both had 
already tweeted about 
their encounter. 

President Md 
Shahabuddin was also a 
part of the gathering. 

“Had a pleasant 
meeting with Pakistan’s 
President Arif Alvi... We 
last met when I was 12. 
This meeting reminded 
me of many childhood 
memories. I told him 
that an apology from 
Pakistan is needed for 
what happened in 1971 
to improve relations 
between the two 
countries...,” Salman 
tweeted on Monday.

Arif said he had a 
“good conversation” 
with Bangladesh 
president. Calling 
Salman a “childhood 
friend”, he said, “This 
meeting of the two 
friends took place after 
60 years.”

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, CHILDREN

265 incidents in June
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 265 incidents of violence against women and children were 
recorded in June this year, according to a Bangladesh Mahila Parishad 
report.

The number was 301 the month before.
The report titled “Statistics of Violence Against Women and Girl 

Child: June, 2023” was made public at their website yesterday. 
It is based on reports published in 13 national dailies.
 Around 29 females were subjected to physical abuse in June, up 

from 16 in the previous month.
The report further stated that 18 women were subjected to 

physical torture and violence. The number was 12 in the previous 
month.

During this period, one girl child had to endure similar torture. 
Besides, 50 women were killed and 13 (eight women and five 

children) were gangraped, two of whom died following the incidents.
The number of harassment cases was seven, down from 16 in the 

preceding month, two of whom died by suicide.
The report also recorded five attempted and one early marriage 

cases. Three similar attempts were recorded in May.
Besides, three females, including two adolescents, were victims 

of cybercrime, while seven suffered other kinds of abuse during this 
period. 

Taking Tk 1.69cr 
bribe for police jobs

ACC files case against SP, 6 others
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ACC yesterday filed a case 
against superintendent of police 
Subrata Kumar Halder and six 
others, accusing them of accepting 
bribes from job aspirants in hopes 
of securing police positions in 
Madaripur.

The case, filed by ACC Deputy 
Director Hafizul Islam with its the 
integrated district office of Madaripur, 
sheds light on an incident that 
occurred in 2019 during Subrata’s 
tenure as the SP of Madaripur. 

Subarata currently provides 
basic training to newcomers at the 
Bangladesh Police Academy.

Other accused are suspended 
constables -- Nuruzzaman Sumon 
and Jahidul Islam, former medical 
assistant of Madaripur District 

Hospital Pias Bala, former sub-
inspector Golam Raman, and a 
civilian.

The police had issued a circular 
on May 28, 2019, to recruit 9,680 
constables, with Madaripur having 
a circular for 54 constable positions. 

Subrata headed a three-member 
committee responsible for the 
recruitment process. Out of 993 
applicants, 364 passed the physical 
test, and the written examination 
took place on June 23, 2019.

A tip-off prompted authorities to 
intervene, leading to the recovery of 
approximately Tk 73.5 lakh, which 
had been given as bribes.

ACC found special symbols (,-) at 
the bottom right corner of the first 
page of the exam papers belonging 
to 32 candidates. 

These symbols indicated that 

extra marks had been awarded 
specifically in the English segment of 
the answer sheets. Subrata prepared 
and evaluated the English segments.

His complicity was further 
established during a departmental 
enquiry conducted by the police. 

The incident first came to fore when 
Tk 52 lakh was recovered by authorities 
from the residence of Golam Rahman. 

During primary interrogation, the 
authorities found proof that Subrata’s  
bodyguard Nuruzzaman, aided by 
Pias Bala and Jahidul, had collected 
Tk 1.69 crore from the aspirants. 

One of the candidates later 
confessed that he paid Nuruzzaman 
Tk 10 lakh at the residence of Golam 
Rahman.

Investigations are underway to 
recover the remaining amount, said 
sources within ACC and police.
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LOSING LEG IN BUS ACCIDENT

Why victim 
should not be 
compensated: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday issued a rule 
asking the respondents to explain why 
they should not be directed to give Tk 
5 core as compensation to five-year-old 
Agroraj Shikder, who lost his left leg after 
a bus of S Alam Bus Service ran him over 
in Chattogram in February this year.

Secretaries at the ministries of home 
and finance; deputy commissioner 
of Chattogram; executive engineer 
of district roads and highway in 
Chattogram; managing director of S 
Alam Bus Service and others have been 
asked to respond to the rule within four 
weeks.

The bench of Justice SM Kuddus 
Zaman and Justice AKM Rabiul Hassan 
issued the rule following a petition filed 
by the victim, said his lawyer Tusar Roy.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6Locals of Ranikhai union in Sylhet’s Companiganj suffer as the road leading to Purbo Borni community clinic 
remains submerged following frequent rains. Many low-lying areas in some northern and northeastern districts 
have inundated as rivers in the region continue to swell. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR


