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service centres
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Dhaka South City Corporation yesterday inaugurated 
an Emergency Operations Centre at Nagar Bhaban in 
the capital.

According to DSCC sources, the centre was 
established under the Urban Resilience Project, funded 
by the World Bank. 

Similar centres were also set up at Dhaka north and 
Sylhet city corporations.

Four other wings -- city control room, city data centre, 
security and network operation centre, and intensive 
surveillance centre -- will be operating under the centre.

The sub-hubs will coordinate their daily field 
operations based on the information provided by the 
centre to effectively handle and respond to disasters. 

The city’s central control room will operate 24/7.
Individuals can call the control room at +880-222-

3386014 for complaints and information. 
The City Data Center will serve as the central 

repository for DSCC’s data, while activities related to 
information and communication technology, network 
management, and security will be carried out at the 
Security and Network Management Center.

Additionally, the Intensive Monitoring Centre will 
closely monitor all city corporation establishments, 
including city buildings, through CCTV cameras.

“The center would offer real-time updates and 
forecast on natural disasters like earthquakes, floods, 
and cyclones. The management centre will be in charge 
of a number of tasks, such as field operations, open 
areas, water flow, and the sacrificial waste disposal. We 
are also looking to offer smart citizen services through 
the digital centre,” said DSCC Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor 
Taposh at the launching event.

6 doctors of Labaid hospital sued
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(Dhanmondi) Md 
Shahjahan. 

The complainant’s lawyer 
Faisal Bin Asad confirmed 
the filing of the case. 

According to the case 
statement, Monir Hossain 
took his son Tahsin to 
Labaid Hospital on March 
27 as Tahsin had been 
feeling ill for some time. 

Dr Saifullah of Labaid 
Hospital advised to admit 
Tahsin immediately to the 
hospital.

After admission, Tahsin 
underwent surgery on 
March 28. But his health 
started deteriorating after 
surgery.

When asked about 
this, Dr Maksud told 
the complainant that 
the surgery was not 
successful. To cure the 
patient, the operation 
would have to be done 
again. Tahsin underwent 
a second surgery on April 
6. Even then his condition 
continued to deteriorate.

The victim died on June 
23 after three months of 
treatment. He was given 
144 bags of blood in three 
months. The hospital 
authorities billed the family 
around Tk 27 lakh as 
medical expenses, adds UNB.

Monir Hossain said, “I 
have asked Dr Saifullah 
many times what is my son’s 
problem. But he could never 
say anything right.” I am 
100 percent sure that they 
treated my son wrongfully.”

Talking to The Daily Star, 

Labaid Hospital Managing 
Director  AM Shamim said 
the patient was admitted 
to the hospital 3-4 months 
earlier. As his condition was 
critical, a medical board was 
formed for better treatment. 
The patient was given 
treatment as per protocol, 
he added, denying any 
negligence on their part.

“We also recommended 
the family to take the 
patient abroad. But we are 
not sure why the case has 
been filed,” he added.

It’s Arafat vs Hero Alom in Dhaka-17
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AL candidate Arafat received 
the “boat” symbol, and JP 
candidate Sikder Anisur 
Rahman received “plough” 
symbol. 

The Dhaka-17 
Constituency encompasses 
Gulshan, Banani, 
Cantonment, and some 
areas of Bhashantek. 

In addition to the 
“elite” population in 
the constituency, there 
are several large slums, 
including Karail slum. 

Local representatives 
believe these slum 
dwellers will significantly 

influence the outcome of 
the upcoming by-polls. 
However, the majority 
of them are not directly 
involved in any political 
activities, making it 
challenging for any 
candidate to secure votes. 

In ward-15, there are 
Bhasantek, Dhamalkot, 
Matikata Basti, Barantek, 
Baizertek, and Sagarika 
slums, while in ward-18, 
there are Kalachandpur, 
Shahajadpur, Jhilpar, 
Nardda Sarkarbari, and 
Dulal slums.  The ward-19 
includes Karail, Railway 

Line, Godown, and T&T 
slums, and ward-20 consists 
of Ershadnagar, Sattala, and 
Bhanga Dewal slums. 

The total number of 
voters in the Dhaka-17 
constituency is 325,018. 

Ward-19 councillor 
Mofizur Rahman said, 
“Karail Slum alone has 
around 25,000 voters, 
while the Railway Line and 
Godown slums have 5,000-
7,000 voters. These voters 
hold significant influence in 
the polling field.” 

Zakir Hossain, councillor 
of ward-18, said, “Our area 

includes slums, such as 
Kalachandpur and Jhilpar. 
I was able to be elected as 
a councillor because these 
voters supported me in the 
last election.” 

The slum dwellers 
have sympathy towards 
Hero Alom, so if he can 
maintain communication 
with them, he may secure 
their votes, he added. 

Arafat is a prominent AL 
candidate, which may lead 
BNP activists to vote for 
Hero Alam in an attempt to 
defeat him. The by-polls will 
be held on July 17. 

US under secy
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trafficking.
Nothing has been finalised 
yet, and there is no official 
announcement from 
either side regarding the 
visit.

For security reasons, 
the US Embassy in Dhaka 
does not usually discuss 
movements of high-level 
officials, but a formal 
announcement will 

The prison meet that led
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official of the CTTC unit, 
requesting anonymity.

The official said 
investigating these 
conversations has become 
a major challenge. 

Additionally, members 

of the outfit have been  
using encrypted messaging 
for communication.

The activities of Sharqiya 
came to light after reports 
of missing youths emerged 
from Cumilla and various 
parts of the country last 

year. Since then, law 
enforcement agencies have 
conducted a crackdown, 
resulting in the arrest of 
at least 100 members, 
including the outfit’s 
financial, operational, IT, 
and media wing chiefs.

NHRC officers 
association 
launched
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The National Human 
Rights Commission 
Officers Association 
launched its journey 
yesterday, appointing Kazi 
Arfan Ashik as president 
and M Rabiul Islam as 
secretary general.

Officials formed the 
11-member committee 
following a meeting held at 
the NHRC office on June 18.

come from the US State 
Department once things 
are finalised, a diplomatic 
source told the news 
agency.

Dhaka witnessed a series 
of visits from Washington 
in the recent past, 
including a visit by Under 
Secretary for Political 
Affairs, Victoria Nuland, in 
March 19-23, 2022.

Assistant Secretary for 
South and Central Asian 
Affairs Donald Lu also 
visited Bangladesh earlier 
this year. Lu has been 
heavily involved in setting 
Washington’s Bangladesh 
policy in the recent past.

Fake notes worth Tk 5cr
FROM PAGE 3

lakh from the Kashmiri 
Lane area in Lalbagh on 
Sunday. 

Based on their 
information, the DB team 
busted the home-cum-
factory on the second and 

fifth floors of a nearby 
building and recovered the 
rest of the fake notes.

“The arrestees during 
interrogation said they 
have circulated over Tk 5 
crore in the markets,” he 
said. Babul was arrested 

five times before, he 
added.

The DB official urged 
all to check Tk 500 and 
Tk 1,000 notes during 
transactions, especially in 
the cattle markets ahead 
of Eid.

Sholakia
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2 fire-fighting units will 
remain standby round-the-
clock for any emergency.

Besides, two special trains 
named Sholakia Express-1 
and Sholakia Express-2 will 
run on Bhairab-Kishoreganj 
and Mymensingh-
Kishoreganj routes to 
ensure the safe participation 
of people at the largest Eid 
jamaat in the country.

Sholakia Express- 1 will 
leave Bhairab at 6:00am 
and reach Kishoreganj at 
8:00am while Sholakia 
Express-2 will leave 
Mymensingh at 6:30am 
and reach Kishoreganj at 
8:30am.

Tk 7,61,785cr
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which is 15.2 percent of 
the GDP, for the next fiscal 
2023-24 with a philosophy 
of building a hunger and 
poverty-free, knowledge-
based and developed “Smart 
Bangladesh” by 2041.

The allocation for 
operating and other sectors 
is Tk 4,36,247 crore while 
Tk 2,63,000 crore to the 
Annual Development 
Programme.

The total revenue is 
estimated at Tk 5 lakh crore. 
Out of this, Tk 4,30,000 
crore will be collected by the 
National Board of Revenue 
and Tk 70,000 crore from 
other sources.

The overall deficit in the 
proposed budget will stand 
at Tk 2,61,785 crore, which 
is 5.2 percent of GDP.

Out of the total deficit, 
Tk 1,55,395 crore will be 
financed from domestic 
sources and Tk 1,02,490 
crore from external sources.

Family of
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disputes, claimed Ujjal.
“My wife and child were 

beaten up and my house 
was completely destroyed. 
They attacked us with 
sharp weapons and sticks,” 
he added.

Contacted, Bashar Khan 
said, “No one from my 
family is involved in this 
attack.”

Following the incident, a 
case was filed with Bauphal 
Police Station, accusing 
Bashar, Mehedi and two 
others, said Arichul Haque, 
officer-in-charge of the 
station. 

Of a ‘missing’
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struggle, noting the 
numerous requests made 
by residents over the years. 
Despite assurances given 
at various times, the long-
awaited bridge has yet to 
become a reality, he said. 

Rabiul Islam Rabi, a 
trader at Trimohani Bazar, 
said the construction of 
a mere half-kilometre 
bridge would alleviate the 
burdensome additional 
distance of 20 kilometers 
that people currently have 
to travel using alternative 
routes. 

Rabi also draws 
attention to the hazardous 
state of the dilapidated 
bridge wall. 

“Its deteriorating 
condition poses a constant 
threat of collapse, further 
endangering the lives of 
those who rely on it for 
daily travel,” he says. 

THE AUTHORITIES’ TAKE

Contacted, Keshabpur 
Upazila Engineer Saiful 
Islam said he has informed 
higher authorities 
regarding the pressing need 
for a bridge construction at 
the Kapotaksha river. 

Meanwhile, the Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer, MM 
Arafat Hossain, said 
he his unaware of any 
bamboo bridge over the 
river, and assured that he 
would inform the Upazila 
Engineer and higher 
authorities to construct a 
permanent bridge. 
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Appeal 
for help
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S h e i k h 
Mohammad 
A b d u r 
Razzak, a 
55-year-old 
resident of 
Pabna, has been battling 
kidney disease for several 
months.

He lives in Nagarbari 
Ghat area in Pabna. He has 
undergone treatment at 
various hospitals following 
his physical condition. 
However, his health has 
recently deteriorated, 
leading doctors to 
recommend regular kidney 
dialysis. But his family 
is unable to afford the 
expenses due to their poor 
economic conditions.

So, they have sought 
financial support from the 
well-off of the society.

Aid can be sent to Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdur Razzak, 
bKash No: 01974088071. 
Sheikh Sadman Souhardyo, 
Dutch Bangla Bank, Agent 
Banking -- Account No: 
7017335660609.

Inamul Aziz 
passes away
DU CORRESPONDENT

Inamul Aziz 
Chowdhury, 
son of 
former Vice-
Chancellor 
of Dhaka 
University Prof Fazlul 
Halim Chowdhury, died 
due to cardiac arrest while 
undergoing treatment at a 
city hospital on June 22.

He was 60. 
Inamul, a bankker by 

profession, left behind 
his two daughters, 
mother and three sisters 
including Prof Sadeka 
Halim, chairperson of DU 
sociology department and 
also former dean of social 
sciences faculty. 

He will be buried today 
at Banani graveyard after 
a namaz-e-janaza at the 
Baitul Aman Jame Masjid, 
Dhanmondi-7, after Zuhr 
prayers.
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