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Palestinian men carry a person during clashes with Israeli troops after Israeli settlers attack Umm Safa village
near Ramallah, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank yesterday.

LINE OF CONTROL

Two Pakistani
civilians killed
after Indian
forces open
fire

DAWN ONLINE

Two Pakistani civilians
were killed yesterday while
one other was “critically
injured” as the Indian Army
opened “indiscriminate
fire” ata group of shepherds
at the Line of Control, the
army’s media relations
wing said.

In February 2021, both
countries had recommitted
themselves to the 2003
ceasefire agreement and

agreed (o address the
“core issues” that could
undermine peace and
stability.

Yesterday, Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Public

Relations (ISPR) said in
a statement, “Today, at
11:55 hours, Indian Army,
in a display of its usual

inhumane approach
towards innocent
Kashmiris, opened

indiscriminate fire onto
a group of shepherds in
Sattwal Sector.

“In sequel to Indian
Army unprovoked firing

today  while adopting
an inhumane approach
towards innocent
Kashmiris at  Sattwal

Sector, one more civilian
has embraced shahadat
while one remains
critically  injured. (Total
two martyred and one
critically injured),” it said in
a subsequent statement.
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TENSIONS IN KOREAN PENINSULA

Blinken called S Korea

to discuss

N Korea warns of

REUTERS, Seoul

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
called key ally South Korea to discuss
results of his visit to China this month,
South Korea’s Ministry of Foreign
Alffairs said yesterday.

Blinken told South Korean Foreign
Minister Park Jin he had an honest,
practical and constructive dialogue
with the Chinese side, and wanted to
explain the results of his visit in as
much detail as possible, a ministry
statement said.

Blinken and Park decided to continue
to communicate regarding relations
with China and to urge Beijing
to play a constructive role in '
North Korea’s suspension
of  provocations and
denuclearisation, the |
ministry said. :

During the visit to |
China where Blinken
met President Xi Jinping
and other top officials, the
two sides agreed to stabilise
their intense rivalry so it does
not veer into conflict, but failed to
produce any major breakthrough.

Meanwhile, North Korea criticised
Blinken for trying to get China to
pressure Pyongyang to lay down
arms, and warned that its response
will grow “more overwhelmingly and
aggressively” to any stronger military
measures by the United States on the
Korean Peninsula, state media KCNA
said yesterday.

Blinken’s “threats”
pressure Pyongyang expresses a
“dangerous hegemonic mentality”,
KCNA said, citing a North Korean
foreign ministry official.

for China to

China visit
stronger responsce

KCNA also criticised the US for
sending military assets including a
nuclear-powered submarine to the
Korean Peninsula, risking “peace and
security”.

North Korea fired two short-range
missiles off its east coast last week, less
than an hour after Pyongyang warned
of a response to military drills by
South Korean and US troops.

The isolated country is under
international  sanctions over its
nuclear weapons and ballistic missile
programmes.

In a separate development, Blinken

said yesterday he spoke with his

. G7 and EU counterparts

' after Wagner fighters took

control of some military

‘. facilities in southern
|\ Russia.

| “The United States will

stay in close coordination
with Allies and partners
as the situation continues

o develop,” Blinken wrote

on Twitter.
Blinken spoke with all of
his G7 counterparts from Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the
United Kingdom, and the EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, the State Department
said.

“Secretary Blinken reiterated that
support by the United States for Ukraine
will not change,” State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller said in a
release.

The insurrection also risks leaving
Russia’s invasion force in Ukraine in
disarray, just as Kyiv is launching its
strongest counteroffensive since the
war began in February last year.

TITAN IMPLOSION
Canadian
safety
regulators
open probe

REUTERS

Canadian safety officials
on [Iriday opened an
investigation  into  the
undersea implosion of a
tourist submersible that
killed all five people aboard
while diving to the century-
old wreck of the Titanic,
raising questions about the
unregulated nature of such

expeditions.
A debris field from the
submersible Titan was

found at the bottom of the
North Atlantic on Thursday
by a robotic diving
vehicle deployed from a
Canadian search vessel,
ending an intense five-day
international rescue effort.

Fragments of  Titan,
which lost contact with its
surface support ship about
one hour and 45 minutes
into a two-hour descent on
Sunday, littered the seabed
about 1,600 feet (488 meters)
from the bow of the Titanic
wreck, about 2-1/2 miles (4
km) below the surface, US
Coast Guard Rear Admiral
John Mauger said.

He told reporters on
Thursday  the  debris
was consistent with “a
catastrophic implosion
of the vehicle,” meaning
the  vessel  ultimately
collapsed under immense
hydrostatic pressure.

8 Chinese warplanes
approach close to coast

Says Taiwan, sends up its own aircraft, ships in
response

REUTERS, Taipei

Fight Chinese war planes crossed
the Taiwan Strait’'s median line and
approached close to the island’s
contiguous zone that is 24 nautical
miles (44 km) off its coast yesterday, the
Taiwanese defence ministry said, in a
further rise in tensions.

China’s air force over the past three
years has routinely flown into the air
space around Taiwan. Since August it
has regularly sent jets across the strait’s
median line, which had previously served
as an unofficial barrier.

the median line and “got close” to the 24
nautical mile mark, it said.

At the same time, the ministry said
five Chinese warships carried out what it
termed “joint combat readiness patrols”.

Taiwan sent up its own aircraft
and dispatched ships in response and
activated land-based missile systems, the
ministry said, using standard wording for
how its forces react to Chinese incursions.

China’s defence ministry did not
answer calls seeking comment.

Yesterday, the Chinese military’s
EFastern Theatre Command, which

covers Taiwan, published

Beijing claims
democratically governed

pictures on its WeChat
account of J-16 fighters

Taiwan as  China’s v’ taking off on a training
territory. Taiwan’s mission “far out at
government rejects the v‘r sea” that happened
claims and says only "' “recently”.
the island’s people can v— The command said
decide their future. the aircraft carried
In  March, Taiwan out  “tactical  long-
Defence Minister Chiu range flight training”

Kuo-cheng warned that the island had to
be on alert this year for a “sudden entry”
by the Chinese military into areas close
Lo its territory.

Taiwan defines its contiguous zone as
being 24 nautical miles from its coast.
Its territorial space is defined at 12
nautical miles from its coast, though the
government has not reported Chinese
aircraft entering either the contiguous
zone or Taiwan’s territorial air space.

Taiwan’s defence ministry said in a
statement that starting around 8:00 am
(0000 GMT) yesterday, it had detected
19 Chinese warplanes, including J-10
and J-16 fighters. Eight of those crossed

involving in-flight refuelling that covered
“thousands of kilometres”. It did not give
details.

During China’s last large-scale war
games near Taiwan, in April, videos
of the exercise released by the Eastern
Theatre Command showed its vessels
and planes coming within 24 nautical
miles of Taiwan on all sides of the
island.

The Taiwan Strait, which separates the
island from its giant neighbour China,
is also a frequent site of US military
activities, especially US warships which
transit the sensitive waterway about once
a month.
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