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Minorities fear
FROM PAGE 3

During the programme, 
speakers reiterated their 
ongoing movement 
demanding the 
implementation of 
promises made by the 
Awami League-government 
in their election manifesto 
concerning minority 
communities. 

They called for the 
enactment of a minority 
protection law, the 
establishment of the 
National Commission on 

Minorities Affairs, the 
fulfillment of the CHT 
Accord, the creation of a 
separate land commission 
for the ethnic population 
of the plains, and other 
relevant measures.

The participants 
emphasised the 
importance of addressing 
the situation of minorities 
in the pre-election scenario 
and urged the government 
to take immediate action to 
safeguard their rights and 
well-being.

2 more dengue
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recorded 6,839 dengue 
cases, and 5,294 recoveries 
this year.

Meanwhile, as many 
residents are expected 
to leave Dhaka for the 
Eid vacation, experts are 
concerned about the 
potential increase in dengue 
breeding grounds that may 
emerge during this period 
of vacant households. 

Without adequate 
measures in place, the empty 
houses become potential 

hotspots for stagnant water 
accumulation, the ideal 
breeding habitat for Aedes 
mosquitoes.

Experts also urged 
all residents to keep all 
containers dry before 
leaving, ensuring no water 
is left stagnant in or around 
households. Cleaning 
activities within the 
premises are also strongly 
advised to eliminate any 
existing stagnant water 
sources and minimise 
potential breeding sites.

Maritime
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accompanied by temporary 
gusty wind at most places 
over Khulna, Barishal and 
Chattogram divisions 
and at a few places over 
Rangpur, Rajshahi, 
Mymensingh, Dhaka 
and Sylhet divisions with 
moderately heavy to heavy 
falls at places over Khulna, 
Barishal and Chattogram 
divisions.

It also predicted rain 
or thundershowers may 
increase in 72 hours.

They were planning an armed
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100, including the outfit’s 
financial, operational, IT, 
and media wing chiefs.

Naznin, the chief of 
the outfit’s female wing, 
was previously married to 
one Ezaz Ahmed, who was 
killed in a drone attack in 
Pakistan. 

Following his death, 
Naznin married Shamin as 
per the outfit’s decision.

Addressing the media, 
Md Asaduzzaman, the 
chief of CTTC, said, “We 
had been conducting an 
operation to apprehend 
Shamin for a long period. 
The arrest marks the end of 
a long wait.”

According to CTTC, 
Shamin was a student of 
Rangpur Cadet College, 
but he was suspended after 
completing his SSC exams 
due to his involvement with 
Chhatra Shibir politics. He 
then completed his HSC 
from another college and 
got admitted to Dhaka 
University.

During his time at DU, 
he became inspired and 

involved in the activities 
of Jama’atul Muslimeen, 
which later transformed 
into Ansar Al Islam. 

Shamin came in touch 
with the Ansar Al Islam 
leader Jashimuddin 
Rahmani in 2007.

CTTC chief 
Asaduzzaman said Shamin 
and KNF chief Nathan 
were university friends, 
and Shamin accompanied 
Nathan on several visits 
to hilly areas during their 
studies.

Shamin was first 
arrested in 2011 by the 
Border Guard Bangladesh, 
and then by the police’s 
Detective Branch in 2014. 
While in custody, he was 
held at Kashimpur jail, 
where he encountered top 
leaders of Huji B and JMB.

During his time in jail, 
Shamin began devising 
plans to establish a new 
militant outfit, according 
to the CTTC chief. Upon 
his release from jail in 2018, 
Shamin began recruiting 
members for the outfit.

Asaduzzaman disclosed 

that Shamin initially held 
a meeting with KNF chief 
Nathan at a hotel in Cox’s 
Bazar in 2020, where they 
entered into a written 
agreement to provide 
comprehensive support to 
Sharqiya.

While staying at the 
KNF camp, the leadership 
of the nascent militant 
organisation decided to 
name it Jama’atul Ansar 
Fil Hindal Sharqiya in early 
2022.

When questioned about 
why Nathan himself didn’t 
surrender despite giving 
Shamin similar advice, 
Asaduzzaman said they are 
investigating the matter.

“We have many other 
questions, which we 
aim to address through 
interrogating Shamin 
during remand,” he added.

CTTC produced the 
arrestees before a Dhaka 
court seeking 10-day police 
remand. After a hearing, 
the court granted four-
day remand for Shamin 
and three days for Naznin, 
according to investigators.

Lack of fund
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coronavirus pandemic, 
while 50 percent termed 
the allocated funds 
“insufficient”. 

Speakers at both 
dialogues demanded an 
increase in budget, adding 
that the fund amount 
should be decided bearing 
in mind the local and 
geographical characteristics 
of the schools. 

“We need to work on 
improving teaching skills 
and ensure subjective 
accountability and 
continuous monitoring for 
teachers,” said Hasan Atiqur 
Rahman, assistant district 
primary education officer 
of Thakurgaon Sadar.

Along with elevating 
attendance, new 
recruitments are also 
important, said Runa 
Layla, education officer of 
Thakurgaon Sadar. 

Following the evaluation 
of progress, quality, 
infrastructure, and public 
participation in educational 
institutes, CPD will convey 
the challenges, development 
opportunities, and findings 
of these dialogues to the 
respective authorities and 
stakeholders, informed 
Debapriya Bhattacharya, 

distinguished fellow at CPD.
Lawmaker Ramesh 

Chandra Sen, 
Thakurgaon Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Ramkrishna Barman, 
Dimla Upazila Parishad 
Chairman Tabibul Islam, 
Nilphamari Government 
College associate professor 
Monisankar Dasgupta, 
researcher Mozahidul 
Islam, CPD fellow Prof 
Mustafizur Rahman, ESDO 
representatives, and other 
stakeholders also spoke at 
the event.

Address climate change impact
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It suggests that migrant 
workers in the Gulf facing 
adversity due to impact of 
global climate change is not 
just a mere hypothesis but 
those are backed by scientific 
evidences, Prof Abrar said.

However, there is almost 
no data available on the 
impact of heat on migrant 
workers in the Gulf which is 
alarming, he added.

He said there was study 
in Nepal in which it was 
found that young returnees 
from the Gulf states have 
been suffering from kidney 
diseases.

Nephrologist Dildar 
Hossain, who was 
interviewed in the VSP 
report, said excessive 
sweating together with 
lack of intaking of fresh 
drinking water can cause 

an individual to suffer from 
kidney disease. Also, due 
to diet imbalance such as 
intaking of more red meat 
and less vegetable can 
accumulate uric acid in 
blood and this can lead to 
kidney disease, he said.

Farida Yeasmin, a lawyer 
and migrant rights activist, 
said it is important to 
collect evidence to address 
the issue. 

Small cattle in high demand
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customers should expect 
to pay Tk 15,000 to Tk 
20,000 more for each cow 
compared to last year.

Shamsu Mia, another 
trader who brought 13 
cows from Kushtia, echoed 
similar sentiments. He 
shared that the animals 
were acquired for Tk 
1,00,000 to Tk 1,60,000. 

Irfan Hossain, a private 
service holder from the 
Tejgaon Industrial area, 
expressed his plans for 
dividing the sacrificed 
animal into portions. 

“Due to the high prices 
of cattle this year, my family 
has decided to divide the 
animal into five portions 

instead of the usual three. 
Despite our search for a 
suitable cow priced around 
Tk 85,000, we are yet to 
find one that meets our 
requirement,” he said.

Naznin Sultana, a private 
school teacher, recounted 
her experience of spending 
Tk 15,000 on one portion 
last year. However, this 
time, she anticipates the 
cost to exceed Tk 20,000. 

Abul Hossain, the 
manager of the lessees at 
the Gabtoli cattle market, 
acknowledged the high 
demand for smaller cattle 
this year. 

Customers are actively 
seeking cows priced 
between Tk 80,000 and Tk 

1,10,000, he said. However, 
he reassured that there is an 
ample supply to meet the 
demand, with a significant 
number of cattle being 
brought to the market. 

“Prices may decrease as 
Eid-ul-Azha approaches,” 
he said.

Fisheries and Livestock 
Minister SM Rezaul Karim 
on June 14 said the number 
of sacrificial animals this 
year is around 1.25 crore, 
which is 4.1 lakh more than 
last year.

Probable demand of 
the sacrificial animals this 
year is around 1.03 crore, 
meaning 21.41 lakh cattle 
will remain as surplus, he 
said.

Packs of sweets, Tk 1cr and fake
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ACC officials visited 
Ashiq’s residence in Uttara 
and presented him with a 
notice written in red ink, 
he said.

The DB chief said the 
notice alleged involvement 
in gold smuggling and 
money laundering in 
relation to his business 
transactions, causing Ashiq 
to become frightened.

Taking advantage 
of Ashiq’s fear, they  
instructed him to switch off 
his cell phone and go into 
hiding, as various agencies 
were supposedly searching 
for him with the intention 

of making an arrest.
Furthermore, the 

brokers engaged in a 
conversation with Ashiq 
via WhatsApp, posing as 
another ACC official, to 
further intimidate him, 
said Harun.

Ultimately, the brokers 
proposed a meeting at a 
restaurant in Motijheel to 
settle the issue.

Harun mentioned 
that Goutam had been 
employed at the ACC 
for the past 18 years and 
possessed sufficient 
knowledge regarding the 
issuance of notices related 
to corruption. 

Exploiting this, Goutam 
and his syndicate targeted 
various businessmen and 
industrialists, often reaching 
settlements by holding 
meetings at different 
restaurants near the ACC 
office, added Harun.

Asked about details of 
Goutam’s embezzlement 
and the number of 
victims, Harun responded 
that investigations were 
underway to gather details.

Regarding the 
involvement of high-
ranking ACC officials in the 
fraud, the DB chief said they 
had not yet received any 
information in this regard.
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Children play a game of football amid rain on the field of Salutikor Degree College in Sylhet’s Gowainghat upazila. Their faces radiate joy as 
they pass the ball to each other, sliding in the water. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR


