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3 workers die falling 
from building
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three construction workers died and another was 
injured after falling from an under-construction 
building in Dhaka’s Aftabnagar area yesterday 
morning.

The deceased are Rabiul Islam, 37, Md Sumon, 
38, and Kamal Hasan, 23. The incident took place 
around 11:00am on road-4 of block G. The four 
workers were plastering the exterior wall on the 
third floor of the six-storey building, standing on 
a scaffold. They fell down when the rope of the 
scaffold snapped, said Delwar Hossain, a co-worker.

They were rushed to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital where doctors declared Rabiul and 
Sumon dead around 12:30pm, he said. Kamal died 
around 6:45pm at DMCH. 

Injured Saif Hasan, 24, is receiving treatment at 
the hospital.

Gang held for 
hoarding OMS 
rice, flour
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives busted a gang 
that used to illegally stock 
subsidised rice and flour 
meant for Open Market Sale 
(OMS) in the capital’s Demra.

Tipped off, a team 
of Detective Branch of 
Motijheel division of DMP 
raided a deopt at Amulia 
in Demra on Wednesday 
afternoon and seized 700 
sacks of flour and 307 sacks 
of rice meant for OMS and 
recovered Tk 6.5 lakh.

Atiqul Islam, additional 
deputy commissioner  of DB 
(Motijheel division), claimed 
police also apprehended 
one Asaduzzaman, who was 
repacking grains and flour 
for sale at higher prices.

He added the arrestee 
revealed that he and four 
to five associates, including 
Tariqul of Dayaganj and 
Dipti of Badda, collect OMS 
rice and flour from different 
vendors and sell them at 
higher prices after changing 
the packets. A case was filed 
yesterday.
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With water level rising, many families were shifting inland with their belongings in Jamalpur’s Islampur 
upazila. Inset, the Jhenai river devoured a number of homesteads in Tangail’s Mirzapur.

FLOOD IN THE NORTH

Rivers swell, dyke collapses
STAR REPORT

People of Kurigram, Tangail and 
Jamalpur districts are the worst 
sufferers of the recent floods.

The rising water level washed 
away a 300-metre flood control 
dyke at Bamondanga union in 
Kurigram’s Nageshwari upazila, 
flooding farmlands. Aman and jute 
farmers were affected in the areas. 

The rising water of the 
Dudhkumar river is rushing into 
locality because of the collapsed 
dyke in Teliani Ghat area of 
Bamondanga union. 

The affected villages are -- 
Bamondanga, Teliani, Maliani, 

Baramani, Dhanitari, Antaipar, 
Senpara, Pateshwari, Boalerdara 
and Purbo Sanjuarvita. 

Farmer Maqbul Hossain, 60, of 
Baramani village, said the aman 
seedbed on 20 decimals of his land 
has submerged under water. 

“If the seedbed is damaged, I will 
not be able to cultivate aman paddy 

on my six-bigha land,” he said. 
“Since Thursday morning, 

the water of the Dudhkumar has 
been entering houses. The Water 
Development Board (WDB) has 
not taken any action till Thursday 
afternoon,” he said. 

Bacchu Mia, 62, farmer of the 
same village, echoed him.

Nazrul Islam, 55, farmer of 
Teliani village, feared the sand 
carried by the water will deposit 
on their land when the water will 
recede. 

“WDB visited the spot but has 
not taken any action yet,” he said.

Bamondanga UP Chairman 
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SCC COUNCILLOR RACE

AL wins 22 out 
of 42 posts
ASHIK  ABDULLAH APU and DWOHA CHOWDHURY, from 

Sylhet

At least eight expelled BNP leaders and its associate 
bodies have been elected ward councillors in Sylhet city 
while four Jamaat-backed candidates won the polls held 
on Wednesday.  

However, the ruling Awami League-backed candidates 
secured win at 22 wards. Two non-partisan candidates won 
while the political affiliation of the other six councillors-
elect could not be known.

BNP, as it decided to boycott the polls, expelled 43 of its 
grassroots leaders for participating in the polls.

BNP’s suspended eight councillors-elect are Syed 
Tawfiqul Hadi of ward-1, Farhad 
Chowdhury Shamim of ward-6, 
Mohammad Nazrul Islam of 
ward-14, ABM Zillur Rahman 
of ward-18, Md Abdur Rakib 
of ward-21, Humyun Kabir 
of ward-24, Delowar Hossen 
Nadim of ward-33 and Altaf 
Hossain Sumon of ward-39.

In 2021, the city of Sylhet 
underwent a significant 
expansion when 15 new wards 
were added to the previous 27 ones.

Analysing the polls result of the previous 27, it was 
found that 20 incumbent councillors won the race.
5 LOST SECURITY MONEY
Five out of eight mayoral candidates lost their security 
deposits for failing to secure the minimum votes, 
according to an analysis of the result.

They are Mahmudul Hasan from Islami Andolon 
Bangladesh (IAB), Zahirul Alam from Zaker Party, and 
independent candidates Abdul Hanif Kutu, Mohammad 
Salauddin Rimon, Mushtaq Ahmed Rauf Mostafa.

However, Mahmudul Hasan boycotted the election on 
June 13 after IAB candidate came under attack during 
Barishal city polls.

Under the election law, candidates have to deposit a 
certain amount of money to the government exchequer 
to contest the election.

The amount is fixed at Tk 20,000 per candidate in 
Sylhet City Corporation polls. To get the money back, 
candidates must obtain at least one-eighth of the total 
vote cast in their seats.

A total of 2,27,859 votes were cast in the Sylhet city 
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Nothing but a 
political stunt
Says Fakhrul on PM’s 
Saint Martin’s remark
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir yesterday said the 
prime minister’s comment 
“falsely” accusing their 
party of selling Saint 
Martin’s Island to go to power was nothing but a 
stunt to make political gains.

Speaking at a press conference at the BNP 
chairperson’s Gulshan office, he also questioned 
whether the premier’s “fabricated” statement 
involving BNP falls under the purview of the 
Digital Security Act.

He alleged that the government has become so 
desperate to stay in power that it does not hesitate 
to harm the country. 

“She made these remarks as a prime minister. 
So, I would like to ask her whether a case under 
the Digital Security Act can be filed against her 
for providing wrong information. Whether her 
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Low-income voters 
key to Liton’s victory
ANWAR ALI and MD ABBAS, from Rajshahi

Awami League’s mayoral candidate 
AHM Khairuzzaman Liton won 
Rajshahi City Corporation election 
with strong support from low-income 
groups.

The unofficial results announced 
by returning officer Delwar Hossain at 
Zila Shilpakala Academy auditorium 
on Wednesday night show the highest 
voter turnouts in areas with a high 
concentration of low-income voters.

The turnout at Rajshahi Satellite 
Town High School centre was 26.47 
percent which was the lowest.

The city’s Uposhohor 
Housing Estate had 
the second-lowest 
participation at 27.72 
percent.

P a t h a n p a r a 
K a m r u z z a m a n 
Government Primary 
School had the highest 
turnout (89.78 percent) 
and the most low-income 
voters. 

Shaheed Ziaur Rahman 
High School in Budhpara had 74.86 
percent turnout and 95 of 155 similar 
centres had over 50 percent turnout.

Liton won 45.54 percent of 3,51,982 
votes, with 56.20 percent turnout.

According to election analysts, 
Liton’s campaign centred on issues 
essential to low-income residents, such 
as job creation and affordable housing.

Ahmed Shafi Uddin, president 
of Shushashoner Jonno Nagorik’s 
(Shujon) Rajshahi chapter, said low-

income group and middle class voters 
had every reason to vote for him [Liton] 
as they believed in him promises for 
employment.

“The aware and established voters 
didn’t care about this election because 
the ruling party’s mayoral candidate 
was uncontested,” said Prof Abdullah 
Al Mamun of Rajshahi University.

AL leaders who helped Liton win 
acknowledged that their electoral 
methods worked.

“We kept aside some of our 
controversial party leaders from all 

of our campaign. We reshuffled 
our leadership at different 

areas bringing people 
who are educated and 

acceptable to everyone 
in the frontline of 
electioneering,” said 
Nurul Islam Sarker 
Aslam, Liton’s chief 
election agent.

“We used our 
women activists to visit 

door-to-door to convince 
the voters for the turnout. 

The city unit of AL was never 
so united as they were during this 
election,” said Zia Hasan Azad Himel, 
information and research affairs 
secretary of city unit AL.

Among the incumbent councillors 
from all the 30 wards, 23 were reelected. 
Of the reelected councillors, 22 belong 
to Awami League while the rest one 
belongs to Workers Party.

Among the 16 councillor candidates, 
who faced expulsion from BNP for 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1


