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Abdul Hakim
passes away

STAR REPORT
Dr
Abdul
Hakim, a
nanotech-
nology!’
scientist,
passed away
yesterday.
He breathed his
around  8:30am

last
while
undergoing treatment at the
capital’'s Square Hospital.
He was suffering from heart
and lung complications.

Hakim  was  former
director of Bangladesh
Atomic Energy Commission
and former visiting professor
at  the Department of
Nanomaterials and Ceramic
Engineering of Buet.

He  envisioned  the
country’s first Institute of
Nanotechnology,  which
was finally approved in
Ecnec just a few weeks ago.

He worked as visiting
fellow at organisations
including -- Indian Institute
of Science and Jawaharlal
Nehru Centre for Advanced
Scientific  Research  in
Bangalore, India; Vietham
Academy of Science in
Hanoi; International Science
Programme of Uppsala
University in Sweden.

He was also the vice

‘Brothers in crime’

6 members of gold smuggling syndicate held

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN
Ruhul Amin and Rezaul Karim are two
brothers from Cumilla’s Daudkandi.

Around 250km away, in Jashore’s
Sharsha, there are two more brothers
Oliyar Rahman and Nasir Uddin.

The four have been working unitedly
with one Ramzan Ali of Jashore for the
last three years. Together, as “Bhai-Bhai
they lead a gold smuggling
syndicate from Dubai to India using

Syndicate”,

Bangladesh as transit.

The five smuggle gold consignments
from Dubai to Bangladesh via Dhaka
and Chattogram airports. They then
smuggle the gold to India via Benapole.
national,
also joined hands with the brothers’
syndicate. He receives the smuggled
gold and disperse the consignments in

An Indian

India.

Criminal Investigation Department
claimed to have found the
outcome while investigating a gold
smuggling case filed in last year in

(CID)

Jashore.

Six people — Nazmul, Rabbi, Jony,
Arif Miazi, Jahidul, and Shahjalal --
were arrested with 135 gold bars last
year at the Benapole border.

CID’s Jashore district office was
investigating the case and a year
long investigation revealed the five
masterminds of the syndicate.

Then the CID Jashore office sent
a letter to CID headquarters and the

money

act.

laundering unit started an
investigation into the findings.
Following the outcome, on June 15
this year, the [inancial crime unit of the
CID has finally filed another case with
Kotowali Police Station in Jashore.
Alongside the five masterminds, CID
also named the previously arrested six
people in the first information report
(FIR) filed under the money laundering

According to the FIR, the syndicate

illegally earned Tk 13.52 crore by

Goutam,

smuggling gold.

These five individuals also have
properties in different areas of the
country, the FIR reads.

Investigators said Ruhul and Rezaul
were responsible for smuggling the gold
from Dubai to Bangladesh and then
hand over the consignments to Oliyar,

Nasir, and Ramzan.

These three then smuggled the
gold into India from Benapole land
port using carriers, who were mainly
involved in smuggling cattle.

Officials said the syndicate was also

involved in dollar trading, as it used to
receive dollars in exchange for gold.
Saidur Rahman, an inspector of
the CID’s financial crime unit, told
The Daily Star that he received the
investigation charge just a day back.
“Six accused in the case are already
in jail and we are now conducting a
drive to arrest the five masterminds.
They are now on the run,” he added.

EFFICIENCY FOR
ACCESS

IUB EEE
students
win gold

STAR REPORT

A'joint team of engineering
students from Independent

University, Bangladesh
(IUB) and Makerere
University, Uganda, has
won Gold in the Efficiency
for Access Design
Challenge 2022-2023
for their solar-powered
automated anaerobic

digestion system, which
produces cooking gas and
crop fertilizers from food
waste.

The announcement
was made on June 15,
during the grand [inale
of the competition held
virtually from the UK by
the organisers, Efficiency
for  Access Coalition
and Engineers Without
Borders, UK, said a press
release.

The team comprised
Siam Ibne Masud, Fazaz
Ahamad and Tarikul Islam
Shaikat, all students of the
Department of FElectrical
and Electronic Engineering
(EEE) at TUB.

president of Bangladesh

Physical Society.
He left behind his
wife, a son, daughter,

three grandchildren, and
countless colleagues and
students. His son Mahfuz
Sadique is the chief
communications officer of
bKash, while his daughter
Ananna Nandini is quality
specialist at Linde North
Europe in Sweden.

Hakim’s first namaz-e-
janaza was held after Zohr
prayers at the head oflice of
BAEC in Agargaon. His final
janaza was held after Asr
prayers at Tagwa Mosque
near Dhanmondi Lake.

He was buried at the
Rayer Bazar graveyard
behind the Martyred
Intellectuals Memorial.

LLow-income

FROM PAGE 5
participating in the
clection  violating  the

party’s decision, five won
the election.
However, all the seven

councillor candidates
from Jamaat were defeated
while two incumbent

councillors who ran the
race independently won.
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FROM PAGE 5

polls, out of which 1,216
votes were cancelled. As per
the rules, a candidate had to
get 28,330 votes to get the
security deposit back.
MAYOR-ELECT
WORRIED OF KEEPING

PROMISES

“I promised to serve the
citizens and my promises
are on record. I am worried
of the day when someone
will ask me how much of the
promises I kept. But I will
try my best,” said Mayor-

elect Anwaruzzaman
Chowdhury. He was talking
to the journalists yesterday.

Anwaruzzaman said, “My
first challenge is to eradicate
waterlogging in the city by
preparing a masterplan with
the help of experts.”

Uni teachers reject uniform

FROM PAGE 3
prepared, with  whom
discussions took place.

There is an ill motive behind
the move. Teachers of all
universities have objections
regarding the policy as it
will reduce their different
remuneration,” federation
president Prof Akhtarul
Islam told The Daily Star.
“We are very surprised

that no teacher
representatives of
universities have been

included in the decision-
making process on such an

important issue...,” he said.
Dhaka University
Teachers Association,

Rajshahi University
Teachers Association,
Jahangirnagar University
Teachers Association,
Begum Rokeya University
Teachers Association,
Bangladesh  Agricultural
University, Chittagong

University of Engineering
and Technology Teachers
Association and  others
issued separate statements,
rejecting the new guideline.

Dhaka University
Teachers Association
General Secretary Zeenat
Huda and Jahangirnagar
University Teachers
Association President
Professor Farid Ahmed said

the teachers are unhappy
over the new policy.

Contacted, UGC
member Prof Abu Taher
said if university teachers
reached to them over the
problem regarding the
policy, they will form a
review committee.

“It is normal that
remuneration  will  fall
for someone while it will
increase for some others,”
he added.

An UGC member said
they started the process
of formation of review
committee under an UGC
member and it will be
announced in a day or (wo.

/72pc girls victim of early marriage
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Mahila Parishad, said,
“Every day, more and

more individuals who are
struggling financially halt
their daughters’ education,
which opens the door for
child marriage.”

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

A renowned International Logistics Company

“The government must
guarantee women'’s rights
to political, educational,
and inheritance
opportunities,” she added.

Rehana Khan, senior
programme officer,
Embassy of Sweden,
Bangladesh; Maheen
Sultan, senior fellow
of Practice and Head

of Gender and Social
Development Cluster,
BIGD; Rawnak Jahan,

acting director, Women
and Child Empowerment
Programme, Care
Bangladesh; and Nasima
Akter Jolly, editor, National
Girl Child Advocacy Forum,
addressed the event,among
others.

Roads occupied

FROM PAGE 3
for the market,” he added.

“The school authorities
had to prepone the exams
and announce the Fid
holidays  starting  this
Friday as students have
to cross the market on
foot to reach the gate,”
said a parent, preferring
anonymity.

A similar situation was
seen at the Dholaikhal
cattle market.

“We do not set up
markets before the said
time and never obstruct
the city’s traffic. However,
the traders arrive a
couple of days earlier and
block the roads,” said
Ohidur Rahman Wakib,
leaseholder of Hazaribagh
cattle market. He assured
of taking necessary steps to
facilitate smooth mobility
of the locals.

“We are discussing
the issue with the police
personnel, city corporation
authorities, and the lease
holders. The market
settlers have to comply
with the lease conditions.
Strict actions will be taken
by mobile courts against
condition violators,”
said Abu Nasher, public
relations officer of Dhaka
South City Corporation.

A total of 19 cattle
markets are being set
up in the capital - 10
under DSCC’s jurisdiction
and nine under DNCC,
including a permanent one
at Gabtali.

Bangladesh best in South Asia

FROM PAGE 3
At 43.8 percent parity,
Bangladesh’s  Economic
Participation and
Opportunity sub-index
performance is one of the
lowest globally  (139th),
according to the report.
However, this marks a
recovery to its 2020 parity
level. Improvement in the
estimated earned income
since 2021 edition has
helped drive this recovery,
as the gaps across the other
indicators show less change.
The report shows seven
South Asian countries

along with Iran and
Afghanistan-- has achieved
63.4 percent gender parity,
the second-lowest score of
the eight regions studied.

Bangladesh, Bhutan
and Sri Lanka are the best
performing countries in
the region, while Pakistan,
Iran and Afghanistan are
at the bottom of both
the regional and global
ranking tables.

Nepal, Maldives, and
India obtain the fourth,
fifth and sixth position
respectively in the region.

At the current rate of

progress, full parity in the
region will be achieved in
149 years, as per the report.

According to the 2023
Global Gender Gap Index,
no country has yet achieved

full gender parity.
For the 14th year
running, Iceland  (91.2

percent) takes the global
top position in gender
parity.

The global top five is
completed by three other
Nordic countries -- Norway
(2nd), Finland (3rd) and
Sweden (5th) - with New
Zealand ranking 4th.

Nothing but a political stunt
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false allegation against
BNP falls under the Digital
Security Act? Has the time
come for filing a case under
the Digital Security Act for
her false and fabricated
remarks?

He also said the PM’s
comment involving the
US with Saint Martin’s is

dangerous. “Can you think
where the relationship
with that country (US) will
stand?

About the PM’s
comment that BNP is
seeking foreigners’ help to
go to power, Fakhrul said
the foreign minister himself
admitted that he sought
help from the US and India

to keep them in power by
taking BNP to the election.
Asked whether BNP has
any deal with the US for
going to power, he said the
opposition cannot make
any agreement with any
country. “The contracts are
signed between countries
and government to
government.”

Release all DSA victims

FROM PAGE 3
Journalist Shamsuzzaman
Shams was arrested under
the DSA for his news report.

Khadijatul Kubra,
student at  Jagannath
University, has been in
jail for 10 months under
this law, while high school
students Ismail and Tariqul
Islam, among others,
have been subjected (o
torture and prolonged
imprisonment, it said.

The network demanded
that instead of amending

this law, it should be
completely repealed to
prevent further repression
against the people.

Addressing the
programme, Didarul Alam
said he was arrested after
his social media post on the
disparity in the government
relief distribution during
the coronavirus surge in
2021.

Didarul said he was
interrogated  blindfolded
for seven hours and then
a case was filed under

the DSA that led him to
languish in jail for five
months.

Ishrat  Jahan  Reilly
was arrested for “hurting
religious sentiments”

through social media. She
described how she was
tortured in remand by law
enforcers and in the jail by
prisoners as well.

Golam Mahfuz Joarder
said he was in jail for
10 months for his posts
on social media against
extrajudicial killing.

Rivers swell, dyke collapses

FROM PAGE 5

Asaduzzaman Roni said
that around 1,000 farmers
in 10 villages in his union
are suffering due to river
water that permeated
through the  locality
through the collapsed dyke.

The WDB has made
preparations to prevent the
movement of water but the
farmers are in dire state, he
added.

Kurigram WDB sub
divisional engineer Ismat
Toha said the dyke was
constructed in 2012-2013.
It has not been repaired
since then.

“It is not possible to
dumping sand-filled geo
bags and geo tubes at this

moment due to water flow.”

Sand-filled geo bags
and geo tubes are being
prepared and these will
be dumped when the
water level decreases. The
situation here is still under
control, he claimed.

Erosion was reported in
few upazilas of Jamalpur
yesterday as water in the
Jamuna has been swelling
up threatening to engulf
houses, religious  site,
market and schools.

Abdul Barik, a local of
Katma village at Noarpara
union in Islampur village,
said the Jamuna has been
furious over the last few days.

“The flood engulfed my
house. I took refuge in one

of my relatives’ house after
losing my home,” he said.

Ruman Hasan,
chairman of Noarpara
Union Parishad, said they
informed WDB about the
erosion that washed away
many homes in the union.

Abdul Mannan, water
point measure of WDB,
said the water in the
Jamuna increased by 12cm
and flowing 43cm below
the danger level.

In Pabna, though the
Jamuna is swelling, it is still
below the danger level, said
WDB officials.

[Our Kurigram,
Tangail, Jamalpur and
Pabna correspondents

contributed to this report.|
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SWEATER FACTORY FOR SALE

Sweater Factory with 300 Almost New Cixing Jacquard

Uttara, Sector-03 : 3200 sft
Uttara, Sector-06 : 2400 sft

is looking for a smart and competent candidate
for a mid-management level position in Dhaka
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and Men's Salon housed in a
highly posh location of Banani
are offered for sale being fully in
operation. Contact: Md. Monirul
Islam, Cell no: 01743758492,
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resumés in the Box No: A03, The Daily Star,
64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
by the 06 July 2023,
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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Local Government Division

Department of Public Health Engineering (DPFHE)
PEDP-4 Project

842249, 842251

Construction of WASH Block
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03 | Project/ Program Name
| 04 | e-Tender IDs

TE PRI WUE #RW S 24/od/iexe S e
Hiess wwarm o 409 | GUE RAUIEE A W A, e
e = TErE, ¥Fe T e o o Fe,
ey ffemer o7 W o WWmE e% TE TRR
( FEETET) WA/ cm felT (arg FE W e
=41 I T e 519

Tl = gerd o (@ waeE A 4 Ao A e g
T FAAE @ F A A eSS wee Ty | S o,
v e wdw e e Jiie w5 o0 TE so% FiEERT
I oo 33 (ATET) W AT WA A e/~ (G fEE wa)
1t wie-fefErmer BT 5 ware o

o) T Tced w7 WA 9% WAHD 00N o OTY
mwa‘uﬁmw—wﬁr—ﬁwmﬁrwmww“mm
[ 4 el ATBGITE ST G ol WATE MG A ST S WS AL

= SPIE S RS O TE |

035 | Description of Works T ek T g 311-7"- it
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|
[
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