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High price irks buyers
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said Akkas Bepari, who 
brings bulls from Rajshahi 
and Kushtia.

However, Shafiqul Islam 
Saju, a goat trader who 
brought nine goats to 
the Gabtali cattle market, 
said the price of goats did 
not increase like cow and 
buffalo.

“We are demanding Tk 
16,000 for a goat which 
is 16kg... the price is quite 
reasonable,” he said.
AUTHORITIES’ TAKE
Fish and Livestock Minister 

SM Rezaul Karim on June 
14 said the number of 
sacrificial animals this year 
is around 1.25 crore, which 
is 4.1 lakh more than last 
year.

Among the animals, 
8.95 lakh are in Dhaka 
division, 20.53 lakh in 
Chattogram, 45.11 lakh 
in Rajshahi, 15.11 lakh 
in Khulna, 4.93 lakh 
in Barishal, 4.10 lakh 
in Sylhet, 19.62 lakh in 
Rangpur and 6.98 lakh in 
Mymensingh.

Probable demand of 

the sacrificial animals this 
year is around 1.03 crore, 
meaning 21.41 lakh cattle 
will remain as surplus, he 
said.

Two city corporations of 
Dhaka this year are going 
to set up 19 cattle markets 
including a permanent one 
at Gabtali.

The operation of the 
cattle markets will start 
three days before Eid, 
though cattle will start to 
arrive before the scheduled 
time.

A sign of neglect
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Foundation, established 
for the development and 
welfare of the Muslim 
community, runs on 
annual budget allocations, 
the Hindu, Buddhist, and 
Christian religious welfare 
trusts operate solely on 
interests earned from 
deposits.

He said, “Bangladesh 
Sanskrit and Pali 
Education Board is 
the only recognised 
institution for institutional 
religious education for 
the Hindu and Buddhist 
communities. However, 
the institutions under 
this board are rapidly 
dwindling, resulting in 
continued deprivation of 
religious education for 
the Hindu and Buddhist 
communities.” 

“As a consequence, the 
second-largest religious 
minority in the country, 
the Hindu community, 
is becoming almost 
completely devoid of 
religious consciousness 
and moral education.”

The parishad also 
placed six demands 
at the event. They are: 
allocation of annual 
funding from the 

national budget for the 
development and welfare 
of religious minority 
communities; enactment 
of a minority protection 
law for the preservation 
and development of the 
interests of religious 
and ethnic minority 
communities with the 
establishment of a 
minority ministry and 
a national minority 
commission; ensuring an 
accurate representation 
of religious and ethnic 
minority communities in 
the census; establishment 
of model temples, 
pagodas, churches, and 
cultural centers at every 
district and upazila level; 
allocation of Tk 5,000 
crore for the development 
and welfare of minorities 
as compensation for the 
religious discrimination 
in the budget over the last 
five decades; and national 
pay-scale inclusion for 
teachers and employees 
working under the 
Bangladesh Sanskrit and 
Pali Education Board.

The press conference 
was chaired by Nim 
Chandra Bhowmik, one 
of the chairmen of the 
organisation.

DSCC fines
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dengue cases this year 
rose to 5,564, according to 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS).

Some 1,238 dengue 
patients are still undergoing 
treatment while a total of 
4,290 dengue patients were 
released from hospitals.

Total number of deaths 
in dengue was 281 last year.

Students of DU
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Vehicular movement on 
the road was halted during 
that time. However, only 
school and college vehicles 
were allowed to go through.

According to the 
protesting students, they 
appeared for exams several 
months ago but the results 
have not been published 
yet.

Shagor Newaz, a third-
year student of Bangla 
department at Government 
Bangla College, said, “If any 
trouble comes, we go to the 
Dhaka University authority, 
but they ask us to talk to 

our college authority. And 
when we go to our college 
authority, they tell us to 
talk to DU authority again. 
Where should we go, then?”

On February 17, 
2017, the government 
affiliated Dhaka College, 
Eden Mohila College, 
Government Shaheed 
Suhrawardy College, 
Kabi Nazrul Government 
College, Begum 
Badrunnesa Government 
Mohila College, Mirpur 
Government Bangla 
College and Government 
Titumir College with 
Dhaka University.

Set Tk 25,000 as 
minimum wage
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president of Bangladesh 
Garment Workers 
Solidarity, who chaired 
the rally, said, “Minimum 
wage was fixed at Tk 8,000 
in 2018 disregarding 
the then living cost... 
The workers are going 
through a silent famine 
due to the rising cost of 
essentials, which exceeded 
all previous records. The 
wage structures must be 
revised...”

Mosrefa Mishu, 
president of Garment 
Sramik Oikya Federation, 
said, “Workers lead a 
miserable life while the 
country’s garment sector 

tops the export list in the 
world. The initiative to 
raise the wage will benefit 
all in the sector.”

They also urged the 
government to repel the 
Essential Service Act which 
prevent workers from 
holding any work stoppage. 

Sadekur Rahman 
Shamim, general 
secretary of Garment 
Trade Union Kendra; 
FM Abu Sayed, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Textile Garments Sramik 
Federation; and Prokash 
Datta, general secretary of 
OSK Garment and Textile 
Sramik Federation, spoke 
at the rally, among others.

‘It’s baseless, 
confusing’
TIB on Quader’s 
statement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International 
Bangladesh (TIB) 
yesterday expressed grave 
concern regarding Road 
Transport and Bridges 
Minister Obaidul Quader’s 
comment on Bangladesh’s 
involvement in UN 
peacekeeping missions.

In a statement yesterday, 
TIB termed the comments 
“baseless and confusing”, 
and said it allegedly 
implicated Transparency 
International (TI) in 
undermining Bangladesh’s 
involvement in UN 
peacekeeping missions.

Such remarks from 
a politician holding a 
significant ministerial 
position not only 
showcase desperation 
but also demonstrate a 
lack of responsibility, the 
statement reads.

In reference to a recorded 
statement by the minister, 
in which he mentioned 
TI, Iftekharuzzaman, 
executive director 
of TIB, expressed his 
disappointment and said 
the confusion was caused 
by state-run BSS and some 
other news outlets, as 
they incorrectly, whether 
intentionally or not, 
implied TIB instead of TI.

Iftekharuzzaman said 
such instances of mix-ups 
have happened in the past 
too, which is unexpected, 
he added in the statement.

Mentionable Quader, 
Awami League general 
secretary, on Monday 
made the remarks while 
talking about Bangladesh’s 
peacekeeping mission.

CU journo beaten 
by BCL men

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

A group of Chhatra 
League men attacked the 
Chattogram University 
correspondent of a Bangla 
daily on the campus 
Monday night. 

Dost Mohammad, CU 
correspondent of Bangla 
daily Amader Notun 
Somoy, was admitted 
to Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital. He is a 
fourth-year student of 
CU’s communication and 
journalism department. 

A group of BCL men, led 
by CU BCL Law Secretary 
Khaled Masud and Deputy 
Office Secretary Arafat 
Hossen, carried out the 
attack, said witnesses and 
campus sources. 

The BCL men attacked 
the victim over a trivial 

matter around 9:00am. 
They beat him again 
knowing that the victim 
was a journalist. 

Meanwhile, CU 
Journalists’ Association 
formed a human chain in 
front of CU Administration 
Building protesting the 
attack. 

Later, CU Vice-
Chancellor Prof Shireen 
Akhter assured CUJA 
members that the 
administration will take 
necessary actions. 

BCL leader Khaled 
Masud claimed that he had 
a scuffle with the journalist 
over sitting on a bench. It’s 
a scuffle nothing else. 

However, CU BCL 
President Rezaul Haque 
Rubel said he will inform 
the matter to the central 
BCL committee to take 
necessary actions. 

We may see three-peat
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BNP Media Cell arranged 
the programme, marking 
the first anniversary of its 
formation.

Fakhrul said the political 
parties that believe in 
democratic politics, and 
independence of the 
country and that want to 
make Bangladesh a truly 
democratic state have 
launched a simultaneous 
movement to restore 
democracy.

“We want to bring back 
democracy and establish 
people’s rights in the 
country to materialise the 
dreams of independence. 
It’s not our prime goal to 
take the BNP to power,” he 
observed. 

The BNP leader said lack 
of democracy is the main 
crisis now in Bangladesh 

as the government has 
destroyed all the democratic 
institutions by establishing 
a one-party rule. 

He said BNP Media Cell 
can play an important 
role in restoring people’s 
lost rights since the 
mainstream media cannot 
work independently. “It’s 
also a big challenge that 
the media in the country 
has been controlled by 
various tactics.”

The BNP leader said the 
government has shut down 
different newspapers and 
TV stations since it came 
to power to regulate the 
media. 

He also accused the 
government of repressing 
and harassing journalists 
by  enacting black laws, 
including the Digital 
Security Act.

Election not 
on advice
FROM PAGE 5

with India whether there 
will be any talk about 
Bangladesh there,” he 
added.

Quader said the US 
visa policy is going to be 
implemented to make 
elections free and fair in 
Bangladesh and whether 
the Indian premier has 
anything to do, as a 
democratic country, is up 
to him from his point of 
view.

After the discussion, 
a colorful procession 
was brought out on the 
occasion. Indian High 
Commissioner in Dhaka 
Pranay Kumar Verma 
inaugurated the Rath 
Yatra.

EVM remains
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to voters in the queues, 
teaching them how to use 
the EVM effectively.

Over 1,730 voting 
machines will be used in 
the elections, he added.

Meanwhile, the EC 
has completed all out 
preparation for the city 
polls. They have distributed 
election equipment and 
sent those to the polling 
centres with police escorts.

Also, security has 
been beefed up at the city 
centering the election.

Over 3,500 policemen, 
1,935 Ansar members and 
250 Rab personnel were 
deployed in the city to 
monitor security during 
the polls.

Besides, 10 platoons of 
BGB members have been 
seen patrolling the city 

since yesterday.
In addition, 30 executive 

magistrates and 10 judicial 
magistrates will perform 
their duties on the election 
day.

Meanwhile, the 
authorities identified 148 
of total 155 polling stations 
as “important”.

In the RCC polls, four 
candidates are vying for 
the mayoral race while 
there are 112 councillor 
candidates in 30 general 
wards and 46 women 
councillor candidates in 10 
reserved seats.

In the 96.72 square 
kilometres area of the city, 
the total number of voters 
are 3,51,982 with 1,71,167 
male, 1,80,809 female 
and six transgenders. The 
voting will start at 8:00am 
and end at 4:00pm.

Will ensure 
violence-free
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environment for the 
smooth exercise of voting 
rights.” 

Keeping the weather 
conditions in mind, the 
EC’s team will be active to 
ensure that there are no 
technical issues centring 
the Electronic Voting 
Machines.

He informed that 
EC has not faced much 
trouble in holding the 
previous city polls in 
Gazipur, Khulna and 
Barishal and he hopes 
that they will also not 
face trouble in Rajshahi 
and Sylhet city polls.

“We will also monitor 
the election directly from 
Dhaka through CCTV 
cameras,” he added.
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Rain dampens polls
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Meanwhile, a group of 
locals, in support of 
councillor candidates, have 
been paving bricks and 
filling sand on the ground 
leading to the polling 
centres, in an effort to 
provide a stable pathway for 
voters to navigate through 
the potential waterlogging 
caused by the rainfall.

Additionally, the group 
is setting up a cover in 
one corner of the centre to 
provide shelter for voters in 
the event of rain. 

Borhan Uddin, a member 
of this group, said, “We are 
trying our best to make the 
centre accessible.”

Shah Md Shajib, assistant 
meteorologist of Sylhet Met 
office, said, “It rained 43 
millimetres from 6:00am 
to 3:00pm yesterday, and 
there is a forecast of heavy 
rainfall today.” 

Meanwhile, the 
Surma river is  flowing 
44 centimetres below 
the danger level  at the 
Sylhet city point. However, 
upstream at Kanaighat 
upazila in the district, 
the river has surpassed 

the danger level by 10 
centimetres, leading to 
concerns about potential 
flooding in the region.

In light of the 
waterlogged roads and 
difficulties faced by people 
in commuting, candidates 
have begun renting 
rickshaws to provide 
transportation for voters if 
the weather worsens.

Manik Miah, a rickshaw-
puller from Temukhi area, 
said, “Many roads in the 
villages are waterlogged, 
and it is hard for people 
to commute. Me and nine 
others have already been 
rented by a councillor 
candidate to carry voters to 
the polling station.” 

Also, the AL election 
management committee 
has distributed umbrellas 
among party activists. 

The AL mayoral 
candidate Anwaruzzaman 
Chowdhury expressed 
his hope for favourable 
weather on polling day.

Contacted, Faysal Kadir, 
the returning officer of the 
polls, said, “Necessary steps 
will be taken depending on 
the situation.”

Empowering families 
in Cox’s Bazar, Ukhiya
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Brac’s “Ultra-Poor 
Graduation Programme” is 
making a positive impact 
on poor families in Cox’s 
Bazar and Ukhiya, said 
speakers at a discussion in  
Cox’s Bazar yesterday.

The event was 
organised by Brac, Brac 
Institute of Governance 
and Development, and 
the UNHCR. The UPG 
programme focuses 
on helping individuals 
living below the poverty 
line by understanding 

their vulnerabilities, 
risks, and needs. Brac 
recently implemented a 
pilot project as part of 
this initiative to establish 
stronger connections 
between the ultra-poor and 
the local market, enabling 
them to effectively sell their 
products.

Palash K Das, director 
of the UPG programme at 
Brac, said, “A total of 2,000 
members from ultra-poor 
families participated in 
the one-year pilot project, 
jointly implemented by 
Brac and UNHCR.” 


