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on media

crackdown

CPJ urges US ahead
of Modi visit

REUTERS, Washington

The Committee to Protect
Journalists yesterday called
on the US government to
urge India to end a media
crackdown and release six
detained journalists.

A statement from CPJ
President Jodie Ginsberg
ahead of a state visit to
Washington next week
by Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said there
had been an increasing
crackdown on India’s
media since he came to
power in 2014.

“Journalists critical of
the government and the
BJP party have been jailed,
harassed, and surveilled in
retaliation for their work,”
Ginsberg said.

“India is the world’s
largest democracy, and
it needs to live up to that
by ensuring a free and
independent media - and
we expect the United States
to make this a core element
of discussions.”

INDONESIA POLLS

Court rejects
ballot system
change

AFP, Jakarta

Indonesia’s constitutional
court yesterday shot down
a proposed change to the
country’s electoral system
that rights advocates had
decried as an attack on
democracy, ahead of a vote
next year.

The legal challenge
stoked fears of a return
to Indonesia’s autocratic
past and a potential delay
to February’s presidential
and legislative  polls,
which could have allowed
President Joko Widodo
to extend his rule past the
two-term limit.

The court rejected a
bid by a member of the
governing Democratic
Party of Struggle (PDI-P)
to move the world’s third-
biggest democracy (0 a
closed-ballot voting system
that would have only
allowed party leaders to
choose MPs.

Constitutional court
chief justice Anwar
Usman said in a hearing
yesterday that he “rejects
the plaintiffs’ petition in its
entirety”.

A ruling the other way
would have been binding
and could not have been
immediately challenged.

The closed-ballot system
was used during autocratic
former president Suharto’s
rule and kept after his
downfall in the late 1990s.

Cyclone affected people wade through water as Cyclone Biparjoy rises sea level in a coastal area in Sujawal of Pakistan’s Sindh province
yesterday. Authorities in India and neighbouring Pakistan evacuated more than 180,000 people from vulnerable coastal areas in the path of
Cyclone Biparjoy, which made landfall last night.

Russia hits industrial
facilities in Ukraine

Kyiv reports gains in southern front despite ‘powerful
resistance’ from Russian troops

AGENCIES

Russian missiles hit two industrial
facilities in the central Ukrainian
city Kryvyi Rih in the early hours
of yesterday, city mayor Oleksandr
Vilkul said, with a drone attack
also reported in Odesa.

Vilku said three rockets hit two
industrial enterprises “that had
nothing to do with the military,”
injuring one 38-year-old man. One
car was damaged with debris of
missiles downed by air defenses.

“The destruction is significant,”
Vilkul wrote on  Telegram
messaging app. In the southern
port city of Odesa, authorities said
air defences yesterday downed all
18 Russian drones that approached
the region.

Authorities in Russia-controlled
Crimea also reported a drone
attack, saying they had downed 9
Ukrainian drones, reports Reuters.

Kyiv yesterday reported
progress in its newly-launched
counteroffensive, despite strong
resistance from Russian troops.

“There is a gradual but steady
advance of the armed forces,”
Ukrainian Deputy Defence Minister
Ganna Malyar told a briefing.

“At the same time, the enemy
is putting up powerful resistance”
on the southern front, she said,
referring to mined fields, kamikaze
drones, and intense shelling.

After months of building
expectations Ukraine early this

month launched its offensive in the
south and in the east, reports AFP.

Around the frontline hotspot
of Bakhmut, “the enemy is pulling
up additional reserves and is trying
with all its might to prevent the
advance of Ukrainian forces.”

Still, Malyar reported an advance
of more than three kilometres (1,8
miles) in the area of Bakhmut.

Ukrainian forces have
recaptured seven settlements and
more than 100 square kilometres
of territory, said Oleksiy Gromov
of the Ukrainian armed forces’
general staff.

Russia claims to have repelled
all Ukrainian assaults.

Meanwhile, Russia said
yesterday that it would stage local
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For members, the
requirement is 15 vyears
and seven years in public
financial management.

Bankruptcy, loan default,
moral turpitude and
getting penalised by any
professional  organisations
will be considered as
incompetencies for the
pOsts.

They can be appointed on
deputation or contractual
for three years, with the
tenure extendable.

The chairman cannot
be involved with any other
organisation in a voluntary
capacity or in exchange for
benefits.

The monthly salary for
the executive chairman
would be Tk 3.5 lakh, which
includes a basic salary of Tk
2 lakh and house rent and
other benefits of Tk 1.5 lakh.

The members’ salary
would be Tk 3 lakh,
including a basic salary of Tk
1.5 lakh.

They will also get a car
and chauffeur round-the-
clock.

If the chairman and
members are appointed on
deputation, they will get
salaries according to their

grades. For contractual the scheme by the next fiscal
appointments, there would year.
be two festival bonuses and a Under the proposed

Boishakh allowance.

Once the NPA isrecruited,
more rules will be issued
to implement the universal
pension scheme, according
(o finance ministry oflicials.

Initially, two schemes will
be launched for expatriates
and insolvent people, they
said.

In January, the
government enacted
the Universal  Pension
Management Act, of 2023.
There will be a 16-member
governing body headed by
the finance minister.

Secretaries of different
ministries, the Bangladesh
Bank governor, the
Bangladesh Securities and
Exchange Commission
chairman and the presidents
of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce & Industries,
Bangladesh Employers
Federation and Bangladesh
Women Chamber of
Commerce and Industry will
be its members.

In his budget speech,
Finance Minister AHM
Mustafa Kamal said he was
hopeful about introducing

scheme, a beneficiary can
enjoy pension  benefits
subject to the payment of
a subscription fee up to the
age of 60 if the person enrols
between 18 and 50 years of
age. Those who enrol after
their 50th birthday will have
to pay the subscription fee
for at least 10 years.

Expatriate Bangladeshis
will be able to participate in
the scheme.

If the pensioner dies
before hitting 75, their
nominee will be entitled to
the pension.

It the subscriber
dies before paying the
subscription fee for at least
10 years, the deposited
money will be returned to
the nominee with the profit.

A subscriber will be able
to withdraw a maximum of
50 percent of the deposited
amount as a loan.

Contributions to the
pension fund will be
treated as  investments
and tax rebates can be
availed against it. Besides,
the amount received as a
monthly pension will be
exempted from income tax.

elections in September in four
Ukrainian regions that it claimed
to have annexed last year.

“Flections in the new territories
of the Russian Federation will
take place on a single voting day
on September 10, 2023,” Russia’s
election commission said.

UN nuclear chief Rafael Grossi
yesterday said the situation at the
Moscow-occupied  Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant in Ukraine was
“serious”, but was being stabilised.

Grossi arrived at Europe’s
biggest nuclear plant to assess
potential safety risks after the
destruction of the Kakhovka dam,
which caused huge floods and
exacerbated fears for the facility’s
safety.
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COVID PARTIES

Ex-UK PM
Johnson
lied to MPs

Parliament
committee rules

AFP, London
Boris Johnson deliberately
lied to MPs about
lockdown-breaking parties
during the Covid pandemic
that would have seen him
face a 90-day suspension
had he not quit as a
lawmaker, a parliament
committee ruled yesterday.
The Privileges
Committee, which probes
breaches of House of
Commons rules, concluded
that Johnson was guilty
of “repeated contempts
(of  parliament) and..
seeking to undermine the
parliamentary process”.
“The contempt was all
the more serious because
it was committed by the
prime minister, the most
senior member of the
government,” they stated in
a damning 106-page report.
“There is no precedent
for a prime minister
having been found to
have deliberately misled
the House. He misled the
House on an issue of the
greatest importance to the
House and to the public,
and did so repeatedly.”
The seven-member
committee has powers to
recommend sanctions on
rule-breakers that have to
be voted on by MPs.

Sudan war death

toll surges past
2,000

AFP, Khartoum

Sudan’s devastating war raged on into a third
month yesterday as the reported death toll topped
2,000 and after a provincial governor was killed in
the remote Darfur region.

The army headed by Abdel Fattah al-Burhan
has since April 15 fought the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) commanded by his former
deputy Mohamed Hamdan Daglo.

The fighting has driven 2.2 million people from
their homes, including 528,000 who have fled to
neighbouring countries, says the International
Organization for Migration.

“In our worst expectations, we didn’t see this
war dragging on for this long,” said one Sudanese
citizen, Mohamad al-Hassan Othman, who has
fled his home in Khartoum.

Everything in “our life has changed,” he told
AFP. “We don’t know whether we’ll be back home
or need to start a new life.”

The death toll has risen above 2,000, according
to Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project’s
latest figures which cover fighting until June 9.

In long-troubled West Darfur, the violence
claimed the life of Governor Khamis Abdullah
Abakar, hours after he made remarks critical of
the paramilitaries in a telephone interview with a
Saudi TV channel.

The United Nations said “compelling
eyewitness accounts attribute this act to Arab
militias and the RSF”, while the Darfur Lawyers
Association condemned the act of “barbarism,
brutality and cruelty”.

Greece scours
shipwreck site

Hundreds of migrants
feared drowned in hold

REUTERS, Kalamata

Rescuers scoured seas ofl Greece yesterday
following a shipwreck that killed at least 79
migrants, as hopes dwindled of finding survivors
and fears grew that hundreds more might have
drowned trapped inside the overloaded vessel’s
hold.

Reports suggested between 400 and 750
people had packed the fishing boat that capsized
and sank early on Wednesday morning in deep
waters about 50 miles (80 km) from the southern
coastal town of Pylos.

Greek  authorities  said 104
survivors had been brought

ashore.
As it began to flounder
late on Tuesday night,
people on the vessel's
crowded outer deck
repeatedly turned
down attempted
assistance  from a
Greek coast guard boat
that was shadowing it,
saying they wanted to
reach Italy, according to

Greek authorities.
“When you are faced with such
a situation... you need to be very careful in your
actions,” coast guard spokesperson Nikos Alexiou
told state broadcaster ERT.

“You cannot carry out a violent diversion on
such a vessel with so many people on board...
without any sort of cooperation.”

As Greece declared three days of mourning,
authorities said it was unclear how many had been
aboard.

They were investigating an account from a
European rescue-support charity that there could
have been 750 people on the 20- to 30 metre-long
(65- to 100-foot) boat.

Smoke bellows from a street after a standoff between mob and security forces at Sekhon in Imphal East during ongoing ethnic violence
in India’s north-eastern Manipur state yesterday. Some people have been injured, the police said, adding a few houses have been set on
fire too.
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