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ATTACK ON IAB CHIEF IN BARISHAL

Kuakata AL leader
resigns in protest

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

L]
LY

In one of those instances when
takes over the centre
stage in the realm of politics,
League
leader yesterday resigned for an
attack, allegedly carried out by
fellow party activists on mayoral
candidate and chief of Islami
Andolan Bangladesh (IAB) Faizul Karim
during the Barishal City polls on June 12.

Shah Alam Howladar,
Awami [eague organisational secretary,
announced his resignation in a press
conference held at Kuakata Press Club.

As a former councillor of Kuakata
municipality and a resident of ward-3,
Howladar had been an AL activist for
three decades. “I was shocked at the recent
attack on Mufti Muhammad Faizul Karim.
I found the assault perpetrated by leaders
and activists of Awami League deeply
disturbing, leading me to question my

irony

a Patuakhali Awami

They do not
believe in spirit
of Liberation
War: SCBA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Those who formed a new
alliance called “United
Lawyers Front” don’t believe
in the spirit of Liberation
War, said SCBA, which is
dominated by pro-Awami
League lawyers, yesterday.
A section of lawyers
led by BNP leader Zainul
Abedin and Gono Forum
leader Subrata Chowdhury
on June 12 formed a new
platform of lawyers.

“The  pro-BNP  and
Jamaat  lawyers  have
formed a  committee

named United Lawyers
Front... They want to create
anarchy by being aligned
with BNP,” said SCBA
secretary Md Abdun Nur
Dulal at a press conference.

l

Shah Alam

municipal

continued association with the
party,” he said.

While Howladar’s
to part ways with the ruling
party stems from his moral and
religious convictions, it appears
that there may be additional
factors contributing to the saga.

Howladar
displeasure with the actions of
Abdul Barek Molla, current president of
Kuakata municipal Awami League and
former mayor of Kuakata municipality.

When asked about his future political
affiliations, Howladar responded that no
concrete decisions had been made yet.

Meanwhile,
countered Howladar’s claims by stating
that no formal resignation letter has been
submitted by him thus far.

“He (Howladar) had been increasingly
involved with the Islamic movement in
recent months. This implies a shift in his
political priorities,” he added.

decision

expressed  his

Abdul Barek  Molla

16 of female
pickpocketing
oang held

Police claimed to have
arrested 16 female members
of a pickpocketing gang in
the capital on Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner
Moshiur Rahman, during
a press conference held
at the DMP media centre
yesterday, disclosed the
information.

He said Lalbagh division
of the Detective Branch
(DB) arrested them from
Azimpur and  Gulistan
areas.

Police also seized 40
cellphones from them.

Moshiur said on April
17, the wife of an additional
district  judge lost her
phone while traveling by

rickshaw from New Market
to Eden Mohila College.
Similarly, on May 2, the wile
of a journalist found that
mobile phone and cash were
missing from her bag while
she was taking her child to a
school in Azimpur.

During  investigation,
the DB managed to recover
the phones and also found
out about the gang.

“They  wore  burqas
and pretended to be
unsuspecting individuals
carrying small children in
their laps,” he added.

The stolen phones were
sold for Tk 2,000 to Tk
4,000.

The official said they are
looking for the rest of the
gang members.

Release all DSA
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The statement questioned
how the DSA is being
applied to minors and
asserted that the state
should not be allowed to
destroy the academic life of
a student through such a
draconian law.

The joint statement
emphasises  that  not
only Khadijatul but also
numerous people across
the country are currently
incarcerated after being
arrested under the DSA.

The organisations
demanded their
immediate release
and contended  that
the DSA curtails the
freedom of speech and
expression of the people,
which contradicts the
fundamental principles of
the Constitution.

Furthermore, the
statement asserted that the
DSA has become a tool to
harass and suppress dissent
from various segments of
society, including media,
teachers, students, and
artists.

It denounced the
draconian law, stating
that they have no place in
an independent sovereign
state. “The government
is guilty of wusing the
undemocratic and
restrictive DSA to suppress
the voices of the press by
arresting and intimidating
journalists and  free
thinkers  from  diverse
backgrounds,” it read.

The statement further
alleged that under the
pretext of  protecting
religious sentiments,
communal  forces are
being  sheltered  while
free-thinking and pro-
scientific-minded  people
are subjected to arrest and
harassment.

“These  undemocratic
laws and repressive
measures run counter
to the Declaration of
Independence, equality,
social justice, and human
dignity. We demand the
immediate  abolishment
of all restrictive laws,
including the DSA,” it
added.

Rain falls

FROM PAGE 5

the market (Raja Mansion)
gets inundated due to the
overflow of drains, and no
one takes responsibility for
addressing the situation,”
he said.

According to official
documents, the city
corporation had already
spent Tk 313 crore on two
projects by December 2019,
aimed at resolving the
persistent  waterlogging
problem. Additionally, a
project with a budget of
Tk 1,228 crore is currently
underway and is expected
to be completed by this
December.

Anwaruzzaman
Chowdhury, the Awami
League mayoral candidate
for the upcoming Sylhet
city polls on June 21,
criticised the lack of
planning behind the city
corporation’s projects.

This reporter couldn’t
reach Mayor Ariful Haque
Choudhury and SCC Chief

Engineer Nur  Azizur
Rahman for comments
despite repeated attempts.
Improve

FROM PAGE 5

and resources on the

indifference of political
leaders and government
officials.

SK Moniruzzaman,
director general of NGO
AfTairs Bureau at the Prime
Minister’s  Office, also
spoke at the event.

In another session,
speakers emphasised
the involvement of the
private sector and media in
disaster risk management.
They stressed on
coordination between
the National Emergency
Operation Center and the
Private Sector Emergency
Operation Center to ensure
comprehensive disaster
preparedness.

AM Nashir Uddin,
consortium  manager of
ActionAid Bangladesh,
presented the keynote at the
event.

Mijanur Rahman, director
general of the Department of
Disaster Management, was
also present, among others.

A step towards
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the government to achieve
our goals in the CHT
region.”

However, he emphasised
the importance of
efficiently utilising the

funds by ensuring that the
majority of the resources
are directly allocated to the
beneficiaries.

At the event, four
beneficiaries of the UNDP’s
support in the past two
decades described how
their lives and livelihood
were improved.

“It  will  help to
implement the sustainable
development goals,” said
Mashiur Rahman NDC,
secretary of the ministry.

“We did not get the right
price for our products
due to the absence of any
marketing system. UNDP
has helped us overcome
it,” said Aklima Khanam,
a beneliciary from
Rangamati, while sharing
her perspective.

Speaking as a special
guest, Charles Whiteley,
European Union
ambassador to Bangladesh,
said the project will
have special attention
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to livelihood promotion
for the extremely poor,
expansion of nutrition
services, community
mobilisation, and market
development.

“Issueslike gender equity,
women empowerment, and
disability inclusion will be
the core of the project,” he
said.

Van Nguyen, deputy
resident representative
of UNDP  Bangladesh,
highlighted their
collaboration with  the
Ministry of CHT Affairs
for the capacity building
of CHT institutions and
communities during the
last two decades.

“The EU was one of
the major contributors to
UNDP’s project funding in
the region,” she said.

“The project will work
very closely with the
ministry, CHT Regional
Council, and Hill District
Councils..We hope that
the project will be able to
make a positive change in
the CHT,” she added.

The event was presided
over by Nirupa Dewan,
MJF’'s  governing board
member.

Govt, civil

FROM PAGE 3

their holistic development
and brighter prospects.

During the welcome
speech, Tomoko Uchiyama,
country director of Shapla
Neer, highlighted the
alarming reality of children
asyoung as 5 to 10 years old
engaged in domestic work,
despite it being strictly
prohibited for children
below 14. She called for
collective action from the
government, media, and
private organisations (0
eradicate child labour.

Addressing the
event, Shamsul Haque
Tuku, chairman of the
Parliamentary Caucus
on Child Rights, said
comprehensive efforts
should be made to protect
children in all sectors.

MA Karim, executive
director of Action for Social
Development, drew attention
to the critical importance
of implementing effective
policies for the protection of
children.

Budget must
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between men and women

through gender aware
budgeting.”
Therefore, the main

concerns should be how
the budget would eliminate
gender discrimination,
how women can be
developed as an effective
human resources in today’s
IT-based world, what role
the gender sensitive budget
will play in ending violence
against women, she added.

Speakers also
highlighted the fact that
this year there are only 16
gender budget indicators,
reducing the likelihood of
addressing the situation of
women in our country in
depth.

Dr  Fauzia  Moslem,
president of BMP, said, “A
strong women’s movement
is required for women'’s

empowerment, equality,
and the elimination
of discrimination. The
women’s movement
brought gender budgeting
to light. Social norms
continue o exclude
women, and gender
budgets are insufficient
to accelerate  women'’s
independence. Funding
should be increased for
initiatives that promote the
advancement of women.”
In response [10)
journalists’ questions,
the speakers said budget
analysis is dependent on
a few obvious indicators.
The data offered in the
gender budget needs to
be examined internally.
Efforts to alter general
gender norms and
make the curriculum
gender-inclusive must be
prioritised, they added.

Govt working
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holding the next
parliamentary polls in a
free and fair manner.

“Whenever Awami
League formed the
government, fair, free
and impartial elections
were held. We provided
all our assistance to the
Election Commission for
it to perform its duties
independently,” she said.

The premier said the
EC is stronger than ever
and is impartial and
administratively and
financially independent.

The EC will act
independently following its
constitutional obligations
and shall do everything
necessary (o conduct fair
polls, she said.

“We are inviting local,
foreign observers to observe
the polls. Anyone who
wants to send an observer
can do so,” she said.

“Awami League believes
in the people’s mandate.
The people will decide who
will run the country. Our
government is committed
[10) ensuring  people’s
power,” she said.

“Our government will
make all the necessary rules
to fulfil the purpose of the
Election Commission Act
2022 under the direction of
the president,” she added.

Hasina said, “All the
national elections, by-
elections have been
completely impartial,
free and fair.  The
Election Commission has
completed these elections

independently with full
power.”
“The controversial

clectionslike the one heldin
1996 during BNP’s tenure
have never happened
during the Awami League
government. It will never
happen,” she added.

0

i MR s etk

R FICAT IS

AT BISHIE (@5 T9I) , 38 W (@1, ~iF5w anemese, vr
E-Mail: infof@pch.gov.bd, web: wwwi.pch.gov.bd

(e 38 59 soye B

cErs famte

Aperree S wrEFeE gl T e faeie wrEn ameree, sode SENIE MrETE (Aww o
wrrrfE e FacaTon wowt vy s afie =0 e e wReeee el ure e

() e ey

{1y el e Ty

Y]

TEET AT WA |

R TR

i} TSERIoRT OB
RIEA

(%3]

(9

G0-1ak2

faa= wa fafi-Sees O

TG T WO |
wHire| wowEw (o | wril e e 6 e
" AN | CTEET.
TRE ] ol RS | (W) O N e B S W wnETE (18w wee ety
e e o o STy g
{ o} e T e s e stiTe e
CYNES T uy | PREE | () (O NS ONARTRTY IS ATCENE WA WM TECS (14, WA ) WA b |
e = AR AT e S
(ot et T g a ' wiie cfecliresa
= | | ay | WREEE | () GO NTEE MR WLT AR A WA OICE (14, W) W A |
ot Froem e = meer Seferfera—e
{ = By e e T EE ot
B\ |7 ol WESEE | (T S Ry wrw e R A e B R A |
wfinrre i i oo SREEfaTars BerlE ey fmm e 3|
2313 ol = SR Sl T (Fe ) W e T
(4} o T W WO Landard ApHiude Test (AT O 53 sre o |
JF
i} o= o Wy coiffes sferiBie orenEfie et e (Associate |
Wlembershp) 0% WA |
o | WET S | ee | sewoEw | (W) CFTH NI E o FERE GrE RN BT weew SR Y ATLIW uw
B e O SREfArares e e e op e |
=mn PR of (59} T ot Fersm o
(o) R S Seandard Apiiisde Tost (SAT) & B s wry
4 | Tl | oob | vew o | (3 o= T el e AR e S an ol wﬂlrﬁi
=H-=er 'iﬁi'l"T.E-l;!E“'lﬁ eV e R
{4} fErrre I W oa (TR erEn e AhesrE o
(v SleowEEE i |
W) | el | oo | seem s | (%) G i%a-::%-é w T NI ) s < EA e '
wTR-Jor e (o} i wr=TEe Aty ey afe Rl e a4 e i wo |
L b1 ] A[ETE 6T |
b | | CERER EEET | ob | $0EE o | (W) obTe S ol Eoe Sl ) s fiters T g
{4} Ty FlElE MErveHE WEAHTA e wfsEE qATE WA
by | e e on | 3o ofF | (W) rars e T s S ) s sl B

ITA WA S o R W (W A e W W e T
() 2pifr A (g ok, anse wHTE
T St TR

() oy yfreme o "B gy e o = fEele ce e sbond T

i &) TP EHIE (O R S ATRETSE A S A
{ %) Ha =ipew was R, e (e = 8, ¢ 8 4 4 i orew v Ao ) s ot e e e Flee s

B |

) P e T Y T I ST A W WA
(4 ) ol TP e W He SRR e e W T St s
i) wwfuitt o wrdt i farns ¥8fars sftm oty Tl arefm e s o e 2w
i =, ey wecve e W e s w0
(o) o cafE oy Wl el ave wiefe v wiNe e ue
(s} FRGTH WRARSIAT ST e ol o Fen ST AT AT TS T
() P = werefa, =Rt e :irnq fre afetra wafirs grifts ot ol o i s=nes
o fet et T T
[ it s&u v AT T WITHRTRTE BTTER W, R ST e R W CRETR IS SHme e
ST P AT TR T AT WAATE WS T e Ta R iy eqnfiE A7 2 WA A TR (AT varwe
=BT A OET T EA | g w e S gatils e a8 o ome andla andar e o

() s st o wrrEentne s Wil emifoer sperl s werer s ST T W | Yo
FrTe S STl cOIEE ST S TR W W e weralE S i i w e | S o
W i a7 T A A
(5 ey it e ST G A T A e Ao e a | et e e e | e
TFIET (A7 GO T A FeCaTTT e ey ap iy st wme e R

(%) WITATTo T & AT T OFTE TR PR TER A 6 B
(@) Pt wiere Fmfars Soafis o i smyaie , Fesfcs afffa omm oo a1 amomes s =i sfivmds
= o e P e TR T MO T |
() Tawrovs wer ol Sraferan owon TheE, araefes (sitees vt o ol s weiing wTe | coee R o arfes
e, o) ey TR el ol wieenr e W Al wae
aElTT srersm Ai-FE G R T w WY

(%) o= rotw wefer erdts =oarerer vy froafte oo | e wT e cviete e el S o ferrieie wieE
(e w{TaTages Wragy Sjee ey 509
() WA AR 3-8 W FETE R W oo/~ (WD) TR, ¢ W TR 0 B eoo)- (A8 BRR, a4
SEETET AT TAT doa)- (MR BT O boh St SREEE 0N WA saa - (A5 B (woememn ) anes
BT T e T
(5] DTSR (Decchars thon i & 90 o Tiow wre or o] e SrewRemaT oene W W W Jr T ) e s
WEET AT T T T W TS WEATTET R R A ST ST A DTS Wi ey e e =y e
T WHEATH WS S0, S A AT S A e o o e o e e am wom mE
ey s =E=TET AT AT U
frfaf =fae wrgra amemoe it
FEETE Wl A o W S www.peh,pov.bd STHEAIED S0F W RICE |
Ak AT A TR W S TR Y (T | W oT WS ST T WA 7SR a0 e 5
Erifeers =il Are ary wped woge S Boey s =
() STTEETT 308, Ana s T T ofioo aitefr sTep =rrens e s ofteims &

T w Tors =

arEfmTe SrrErEE (www, pebopov. bl ) T TICE | e e, faome

AT B SR

= oo wes i

ol

(TP TS )
it




