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1o save a
Banyan tree

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Amid the tree felling
spree in Tangail in name
of development work, the
people of Ghatail’s Gorjana
village in the district have
taken an initiative to save
an ancient Banyan tree.

People of all ages used to
enjoy the shade of the tree
on the bank of the Jhenai
river. However, due to the
continuous river erosion,
the ancient tree was about
to be devoured.

Some villagers said they
were thinking about how
they could protect the
ancient tree from erosion.
Nearby, an earthwork was
going on under the food-
for-work programme.

They went there and
requested the authorities
to help them to protect the
tree. On request, the earth
was filled from the river to
the base of the tree with an
excavator.

Kamal Hossain,
principal of a local school,
said when trees are being
cut in different places,
the initiative taken by the
villagers is commendable.

SYLHET CITY POLLS

JP suspends
Yahya
Chowdhury
He sought vote for

AL at meeting

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Jatiya Party has suspended

former  parliamentarian
and party’s central
vice  chairman  Yahya

Chowdhury as he failed
to show a valid cause for
supporting Awami League
mayor candidate in the
Sylhet city polls.

JP chief GM Quader took
the decision on Sunday as
per the recommendation
of party secretary general
Mujibul Haque. JP central
office  secretary-2 MA
Razzak Khan, the signatory
of the notice, confirmed
the information.  This
correspondent could get not
in touch with Yahya despite

repeated attempts.
On May 14, Yahya
was served a show

cause notice by the
party for supporting AL
candidate Anwaruzzaman
Chowdhury.

Yahya on May 12
attended a meeting
organised in support of
the AL candidate where he
sought vote for him.
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PRAYER

A SYMBOL OF RESILIENCE... Amid the tree felling frenzy, the people of Gorjana village in Tangail unite to save an ancient Banyan tree from
the relentless river erosion. The community rallied together to protect this natural wonder and their efforts stand as a testament of the

power of community.

Violation of polls
code rampant

DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet
Violating the electoral code of conduct,
most of the mayoral and councillor
candidates in Sylhet City Corporation
clections have been seen putting
up laminated posters and polyvinyl
chloride (PVC) banners around the city
roads.

As single-use plastic poses a
serious threat to the environment,
the High Court imposed a ban on
using laminated posters for electoral
campaigns in January 2020. The

vehicular showdown is permitted during
campaigns. Section 13 of the code of
conduct states, violation of these rules
may lead to six months imprisonment or
a fine of up to Tk 50,000.

Paper posters were initially hung by
all the candidates. Later, they opted for
laminated posters after all their posters
were damaged in the rain on June 2, the
same day the electoral symbols were
distributed.

Several candidates, including the

ruling Awami League and Jatiya Party’s
mayoral contenders, have put up PVC

Though the Election Commission has banned the use of laminated banners and
posters, most of the candidates and their supporters continue to put up such

campaign materials all over the Sylhet city, flouting rules.

Election Commission also claimed
to have alarmed the poll contesters
repeatedly.

However, no strict action has been
taken by the authority in this regard.

Meanwhile, microphones are being
used, motorbike processions are also
being arranged as a part of the election
campaigns, both of which are also
against the electoral code.

According to the City Polls (Code
of Conduct) Rules 2016, there is no
provision to put up banners larger than
the size of a poster (60cm by 45cm).
The rules allow each candidate to use
only one microphone at a time while
addressing the locals in a ward and no
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banners around the city. Many are
bringing out motorbike processions,
and using multiple microphones as a
part of their electoral campaigns.

JP candidate Nazrul Islam said, “I
have only put up a few banners. I don’t
think of it as a violation of the electoral
code. However, the AL candidate has
put banners all around the city but the
authorities have turned a blind eye to
the issue.”

“I was not aware of the PVC banners.
I only put up paper posters. We
are working on taking the banners
down,” said AL mayoral candidate
Anwaruzzaman Chowdhury.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

TANGAIL-ARICHA HIGHWAY

2,379 trees felled
for road expansion

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail
Around 2,379 roadside trees are being cut for the
development work of the Tangail-Aricha highway.
These include mango, berry, jackfruit, mahogany,
ban; 7an and numerous other old trees.

_ According to the Roads and

“_ Highway Department (RHD), the
government has undertaken the

project of expanding the highway
which goes from Manikganj to

Tangail. The highway directly

links Mymensingh and Dhaka

divisions.

The total cost of its
implementation has been
estimated at Tk 1,635 crore.

Aliul Hossain, executive
engineer of Tangail RHD, said the
work has already started, for which,
the trees are being cut.
The arboriculture department has
already sold the trees through tender, he added.

Meer Mukut Abu Saeed, executive officer of
the arboriculture department, said 1,370 trees are
being cut on the Delduar-Lauhati-Saturia road
under the highway development project.

Their survey value was estimated at Tk
16,56,000. They were sold through tender for Tk
21,60,000.

On the other hand, 1,009 trees are being cut
on the Aricha-Ghior-Daulatpur-Nagarpur road
under the same project. The survey price of these
was estimated at Tk 19,95,000 and were sold at
27,50,000.

During a recent visit to

o
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the area, this
SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

According to the polls code, there is
no provision to put up banners larger
than the size of a poster (60cm by
45cm). The rules allow each candidate
to use only one microphone at a

time while addressing people and no
vehicular showdown is permitted.
Section 13 of the code of conduct
states, violation of these rules may lead
to six months imprisonment or a fine
of up to Tk 50,000.

LAed4 Department of Peace and Conflict Studies

Class

rlll’lll"l,'l'l!.'l,'h on
2" Week of
July 2023

Only full-fledged Department of its kind in South Asia

Professional Masters in

Peace, Conflict and Human Rights

Eligibility
& At least a CGPA of 2.50/equivalent

and no 3™ division/class at any level
of their education

& Bachelor degree in any discipline from
any recognized university

@ Priority will be given to those
candidates who are already in service

Program Features
& 18-month-long professional program

@ 12 course units consisting of 48 credit
hours

& English as medium of instruction

& Classes on weekend: Friday & Saturday

Department of Peace and Conflict Studies
SwFloor, Room # 1002 (09 am - 04 pm)
Social Sciences Building
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