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has listened to the concerns 
of city dwellers and made 
promises of improving 
infrastructure, creating 
jobs, and delivering better 
services if reelected.

Amidst the symbol 
distribution ceremony, 
candidates from different 
parties, accompanied 
by supporters, took to 
the streets, conducting 
processions and using 
loudspeakers for their 
campaigns. The city’s 
thoroughfares echoed with 
slogans from supporters 
of mayoral and councillor 

candidates.
Responding to the events, 

Saiful Islam, a candidate 
from Jatiya Party, expressed 
his commitment to adhering 
to the election rules, stating, 
“We don’t want to say 
that some candidates are 
violating the election rules. 
Certainly, we will not.” 

However, Murshid Alam, 
the candidate from Islami 
Andolan Bangladesh, 
acknowledged falling 
behind in his campaign, 
as some candidates had 
commenced campaigning 
before receiving their 
symbols. Despite this, no 

formal complaint has been 
filed with the election 
commission regarding 
these violations.

Returning Officer 
Delwar Hossain said 
magistrates were appointed 
to investigate any 
violations of the electoral 
code of conduct, including 
the hanging of plastic-
laminated posters. He 
assured that appropriate 
actions would be taken 
after the investigations.

The RCC polls, scheduled 
for June 21, will see a total 
of 162 candidates vying for 
various positions. 

No fiscal resources
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no budgetary initiative in 
this regard,” he added.

M Zakir Hossain Khan, 
founder and chief executive 
of Change Initiative, told 
The Daily Star that the 
economic loss caused by the 
overall pollution, including 
air, water and forest 
degradation, amounts to 
3.5 percent of the total GDP.

He said if the 3.5 percent 
loss in GDP is taken into 
account, the allocation of 
Tk 1,639 stands nowhere 
against the economic loss 
due to pollution.

“On top of that, if we 
factor in the real inflation, 
the allocation did not 
increase at all. This is a 
project-based approach, 
while what we need is a 
basic allocation to mitigate 
air pollution,” he said.

He observed that a 
project-based solution 
does not result in a 
long-term solution. To 
achieve SDGs, which 
prioritise environmental 
sustainability, the country 
needs to opt for fiscal 

resources to deal with the 
environmental crisis.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
chief executive of Bela, said 
Bangladesh globally ranks 
179 out of 180 countries 
in the Environmental 
Performance Index.

“The scenario will not 
change if the capacity of the 
Department of Environment 
is not enhanced. As a 
regulatory agency, their 
monitoring capacity must 
be improved by ensuring 
that they have enough 
human resources for the job. 
The department also needs 
motivation,” she said.
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