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4 die in road crashes
STAR REPORT

At least four people died in road accidents in 
Panchagarh and Jhenidah yesterday.

In Panchagarh’s Debiganj upazila, Touhidul 
Islam, 35, Sheikh, 48, Saleque, 35, and Almas Ali, 56 
-- all residents of Titopara -- died after their bike hit 
a tractor parked on the Debiganj-Boda road. 

In Jhenidah’s Kaliganj upazila, Roni Islam, 32, 
run over by a lorry while he was talking on the phone 
near Mobarakganj Sugar Mills, said police.

He was declared dead at the upazila health 
complex.
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Rejoinder, our reply
The Mawlana Bhashani Science and Technology 
University authorities have sent a three-page-long 
rejoinder to our report -- Bhashani University: Four 
teachers appointed against two vacant posts -- 
published on May 6. As we cannot accommodate the 
1,200-word rejoinder in the paper, we are publishing 
a concise version of it, followed by our reply. 

We will run the full rejoinder digitally.
The university claimed that the reporter did not 

contact them before publishing the report. It also 
claimed the newspaper quoted Vice Chancellor 
Prof Forhad Hossain without contacting him.

“No one can publish such quotes without 
contacting and talking to the concerned person. 
Such an act is not legal. We strongly protest and 
condemn such activities,” reads the rejoinder.
OUR REPLY

The rejoinder did not contradict or contest any 
of the facts that we wrote in our report, rather 
than explaining their versions regarding the 
recruitment. Besides, the claim made in the 
rejoinder is not true. Our correspondent talked to 
VC Prof Forhad Hossain on February 20. We have 
proof of the telephone conversations with the VC.

We stand by our story.

SYLHET CITY POLLS

One mayor, 
7 councillor 
candidates get 
back candidacy
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

One independent mayor candidate 
and seven councillor candidates of 
Sylhet City Corporation polls, whose 
nominations were initially cancelled 
for breaching electoral code, got their 
candidacies back.

However, two more independent 
mayor candidates -- Md Abdul Mannan 
Khan and Jahid Uddin Chowdhury -- and 
two councillor candidates’ appeals were 
dismissed.

After hearing the appeals on Tuesday, 
Sylhet Divisional Commissioner Dr 
Muhammad Mosharrof Hossain decided 
on the nominations, 
confirmed Jakariya, 
a d d i t i o n a l 
d i v i s i o n a l 
com m i s s ioner 
(revenue) and 
director of local 
government.

The mayor 
candidate Md 
Shahjahan Miah 
regained his candidacy.

Councillor candidates of reserved 
women’s seats -- Shyamali Sarkar, Tahmina 
Begum and Kamrun Nahar Chowdhury – 
got their candidacies back.

Of the regular councillor candidates, 
Md Fakhrul Islam, Abu Sadek Mohammad 
Khairul Islam Chowdhury, Md Rafiqul 
Islam and Md Shahab Uddin regained 
their candidacies. 

SCC polls is slated for June 21. 
Nominations of candidates were 
received by May 23 and selection from 
the nominations was completed on May 
25. 

Candidates will start campaigning after 
symbol distribution on June 2.

JS adopts 
obituary 
motion on 
Farooque
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jatiya Sangsad yesterday 
adopted a condolence 
motion expressing 
grief over the deaths 
of some distinguished 
personalities, including 
ruling party lawmaker, 
actor and freedom 
fighter Akbar Hossain 
Pathan (Farooque).

Speaker Shirin 
Sharmin Chaudhury 
moved the condolence 
motion. 

Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina prayed 
for the eternal peace of 
Farooque’s departed 
soul. 

Poster pollution 
plagues Khulna
Experts, officials raise concern over plastic 

menace, environmental impact

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Despite advocating in favour of 
creating a green city, the mayoral 
and councillor candidates have 
covered Khulna’s all 31 wards with 
plastic-laminated posters ahead 
of the Khulna city polls, which are 
scheduled for June 12.

Defying strict directives from the 
Election Commission against using plastics to 
cover the posters, all 180 candidates, including 
five mayoral candidates, have decided to 
laminate their posters to keep them intact 
from rain and dust. 

According to the candidates, around 
15 to 18 lakh posters were printed 

after the symbols were allocated on 
May 26.

Upon visiting the wards, this 
correspondent saw how the entire 

area has donned a cape of plastic-
covered posters. Hundreds of 

laminated posters with smiling photos 
of the candidates were hanging from 

different places, even near the Khulna police 
lines area.

A majority of the councillor candidates and 
Awami League’s mayoral pick Talukder Abdul 

Despite directives from the Election Commission, candidates and their supporters keep on 
using plastic laminated posters to campaign for the upcoming Khulna city polls, ignoring the 
environmental impact of the non-biodegradable substance. The photo was taken near Boyra 
police lines yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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