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Khaleque asked the EC 
to allow them to use 
laminated plastics during 

Poster pollution plagues Khulna
a meeting held at Khulna’s 
Shilpakala Auditorium on 
Tuesday.

Chief Election 
Commissioner Kazi 
Habibul Awal rejected their 
plea, saying, “It is our moral 
and legal responsibility to 
refrain from harming the 
environment. You should 
come up with a better 
alternative.”

“We have to reprint 
the posters if it rains. We 
don’t mean to harm the 
environment but we also 
have limited funds for 
campaigns,” said Khaleque.

Mayoral candidate 
Sabbir Hossain echoed 
Khaleque’s statement.

M e a n w h i l e , 
environmentalists said 
these plastic materials are 
non-biodegradable and 
non-recyclable.

The plastic used for 
wrapping posters is slightly 
thicker than polythene. 
Harmful chemicals are 
used to manufacture this 
material which leads to 
producing toxic waste that 
harms the environment, 
informed Abdullah 
Harun Chowdhury, 
professor at Khulna 

University’s Department of 
Environmental Sciences.

“Even city corporation 
officials are worried over 
this issue,” he added.

Abdul Aziz, chief 
conservancy officer of KCC, 
said posters are collected 
and sorted before they are 
dumped in Batiaghata’s 
Thikrabadh area. “We sell 
the plastic materials via 
a tender after the polls. 
However, peeling off the 
plastics from the papers is 
a difficult task,” he added.

Mahfuzur Rahman 
Mukul, divisional 
coordinator of Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association, said, “It is 
disappointing to see future 
leaders making such 
calls just for the sake of 
campaigning.”

KCC’s Returning Officer 
Md Alauddin said, “We 
are yet to fine anyone but 
we have issued multiple 
warnings in this regard.”

‘Minorities under 

constant threat’
Civil society leaders tell Oikya Parishad discussion
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With the unprecedented 
rise of communalism in 
the country, religious 
minorities are under the 
threat of violence and 
conflict from different 
vested quarters, said 
minority leaders at a 
discussion yesterday.

The discussion, titled 
“National Election 2024: 
Rights of Religious-
Ethnic Minority 
People”, was organised 
by Bangladesh Hindu 
Buddhist Christian Oikya 
Parishad at the seminar 
room of the Institution of 
Engineers.

Participating in the 
discussion, rights activist 
Sultana Kamal said, 

“Bangladesh has been 
communalised under the 
patronage of the state. It 
does not matter whether 
Jamaat has been banned 
or not, as the ruling Awami 
League itself is currently 
implementing Jamaat’s 
agenda.”

Eminent economist 
Debapriya Bhattacharya 
said the country has 
become even more 
communal despite the pro-
liberation forces being in 
power for the last one-and-
a-half decades.

Shahriar Kabir, 
president of Ekattorer 
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul 
Committee, said, “Awami 
League has isolated itself 
from the spirit of the 
Liberation War. They have 

now joined hands with 
Hefazat-e-Islam, betraying 
the constitution and the 
spirit of the Liberation 
War.”

Rights activist Khushi 
Kabir said, “Under the 
current political climate, 
the demand for the 
abolition of Islam as the 
state religion should be 
strongly raised.”

Rana Dasgupta, general 
secretary of the Oikya 
Parishad, said, “In the 
previous national and 
local-level elections, we 
have seen people from the 
minority communities 
being targeted for violence. 
Despite drawing attention 
to this issue in the past 
from all political circles, 
including the Election 

Commission, no one has 
done anything in this 
regard.”

Cultural activist 
Ramendu Majumdar said, 
“I think communalism has 
increased tenfold since the 
Pakistan era. I don’t think 
I will live to see a secular 
Bangladesh.”

Trustees of Liberation 
War Museum Dr Sarwar 
Ali and Mofidul Haque, 
Barrister Tania Amir, 
Educationalist Prof 
Mezbah Kamal, Dhaka 
University Teachers 
Association President 
Prof Nizamul Hoque 
Bhuiyan also spoke at the 
discussion, presided over 
by Nim Chandra Bhowmik, 
president of the Oikya 
Parishad.
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