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people face discrimination 
and are marginalised in 
every sphere of the society.

Kathryn D Stevens, 
USAID’s mission director 
in Bangladesh, said many 
countries of the world, 
including the US, are 
working to protect the 
people of this community.

“We need to reform 
education, employment, 
and culture to improve the 
situation,” she added.

Debapriya Bhattacharya, 
distinguished fellow of 
CPD, said passing an 
anti-discrimination law 
is necessary to bring the 
transgender and hijra 
community into the 
mainstream society. 

A separate commission 
should be formed for this 
community to protect their 
rights, he added.

Saima Khan, country 
director of USAID, was also 
present.

Her guardian angel
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However, the two did not 
provide any document or 
visa before the journey. 
She only received them on 
Monday, said the FIR. 

While handing over 

the documents, they also 
told the victim that their 
associates will receive her 
at the Dubai airport. 

When she took the 
papers to the immigration 
police, who were already 

alerted, for checking, they 
turned out to be fake.

The arrestees were 
produced before a Dhaka 
court and the court 
placed them on one-day  
remand, said Tohidul 

Islam, additional deputy 
commissioner of Uttara 
police. 

“We are trying to know 
from the arrestees how many 
people are involved with the 
syndicate,” he added. 

I’m a Sylheti
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DS: Are you feeling any 
pressure after the result of 
the Gazipur City Polls?
Anwaruzzaman: No, the 
perspective of Gazipur and 
Sylhet is quite different. I’m 
not feeling any pressure 
but we are always cautious 
about our moves. 
DS: You have recently 
visited Mayor Ariful 
Haque Choudhury at his 
residence. Were you trying 
to seek his support?
Anwaruzzaman: I visited 
his house considering that 
he and his family members 
are voters. Moreover, he is 
a senior politician and a 
guardian of the city. I will 
also be visiting the other 
candidates to honour 
Sylhet’s longstanding 
tradition of political 
harmony. 
DS: There are allegations 
of violating electoral code 
of conduct against you. 
Leaflets with the AL’s 
political symbol are being 
distributed in the city while 
the symbol distribution is 
scheduled for June 2.

Anwaruzzaman: Some 
overenthusiastic activists 
printed these leaflets and 
are distributing them. I have 
urged them not to break 
the electoral rules and 
issued a statement stating 
that I’m not involved with 
these activities. 
DS: What are your plans 
regarding development of 
the city? 
Anwaruzzaman: The 
prime minister has 
allocated Tk 2,800 crore 
for Sylhet’s development. 
Of the amount, Tk 1,350 
crore has been allocated for 
drainage work. However, 
the city is still plagued with 
flooding and waterlogging. 
One of my major plans is to 
dredge the Surma as well as 
the construction of a dyke. I 
aim to bring the entire city 
under free WiFi and CCTV 
coverage. I will make sure 
that 50,000 youngsters 
can be employed via 
freelancing opportunities. 

I wish to decentralise 
the services of SCC by 
constructing field offices 
for councillors.

Polls environment
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Nazrul: Ariful Haque 
Chowdhury is a respected 
politician who sacrificed his 
position on the instruction 
of the party. I paid a casual 
visit to his house. But I 
believe that the votes in 
favour of BNP will be cast to 
JP’s symbol “Plough” due to 
the anti-AL sentiment.

Moreover, the negative 
feelings regarding 
the nomination of 
Anwaruzzaman, an 
outsider, has created unrest 
in their party. Those who are 
unhappy with this decision 
will vote for the Plough.
DS: You alleged that the AL 
candidate violated electoral 
rules. There are similar 
allegations against you too.
Nazrul: No candidate 
is sitting idly for June 

2. Everyone is working 
similarly like distributing 
leaflets and meeting 
people. However, I did not 
arrange for a showdown. 
DS: What are your plans 
regarding the city’s 
development?
Nazrul: I want to bring the 
city under a master plan. If I 
win the election, I will form 
an advisory committee 
with concerned citizens, 
including Mayor Ariful 
Haque Choudhury, to plan 
the development of the city.

The extended parts 
of the city were parts of 
union parishad and these 
areas lack proper roads, 
water and many other 
facilities of a city. A lot of 
work needed to be done in 
these areas and I will plan 
accordingly.

Jubo League
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“If the Awami League 
candidate loses, it will 
have an impact on the next 
parliamentary elections. It 
is crucial for everyone to 
understand this,” stated 
Parash.

Addressing the meeting, 
AL leader Nasim, attributed 
their loss in the Gazipur 
city polls to conspiracy. He 
emphasised the need to 
prevent a similar situation 
from occurring in the 
Barishal polls.

Jubo League General 
Secretary Nikhil also spoke. 

Following the meeting, a 
procession was brought out 
that paraded important 
thoroughfares of the city.

Meanwhile, some Sadiq 
loyalists distributed leaflets 
in support of AL candidate 
Khair. 

Jatiya Party candidate 
Iqbal Hossain Tapos 
conducted campaigns at 
Bazar Road, Chawkbazar, 
and Amir Kutir Harijan 
Colony, while Islami 
Andolan Bangladesh 
candidate Mufti Syed 
Md Faizul Karim also 
conducted campaigns.
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Death anniv 
of Abdul 
Monem today
STAR REPORT

T o d a y 
marks the 
third death 
anniversary 
of Abdul 
Monem, a 
r e n o w n e d 
b u s i n e s s -
person.  Born on January 
5, 1937, Monem was a civil 
engineer, an industrialist 
entrepreneur.

In 1958, he founded 
Abdul Monem Limited.

AML Construction 
Unit undertook some of 
the significant projects 
-- including the runway 
overlays for Shahjalal 
International Airport and 
Osmani International 
Airport, the Padma 
multipurpose bridge 
project, the metro rail. 

He received numerous 
honours -- including the 
prestigious President’s 
Industrial Development 
Award in 2014, the 
Commercially Important 
Person or CIP (Industry) 
in 2013 and 2016, and the 
Business Person of the Year 
in 2006. 

Monem left behind his 
wife and five children. His 
eldest son, ASM Mainuddin 
Monem, is the managing 
director of AML.

Rafique 
Muzhar 
passes away
STAR REPORT

A r c h i t e c t 
R a f i q u e 
M u z h a r 
Islam, son 
of eminent 
a r c h i t e c t 
S t h a p o t a -
c h a r y a 
Muzharul Islam and Husne 
Ara Islam, passed away at a 
hospital on May 29. He was 
75, said a press release.  

Rafique, affectionately 
known as Sajju to family 
and friends, was well 
known in the cultural 
circuit for being one of the 
pioneers of band music in 
Bangladesh.

His namaz-e-janaza was 
held at the Gulshan Society 
Mosque. He was laid to rest 
at Banani graveyard.

He is survived by his 
only son Ramit Islam; 
younger brother Tanveer M 
Islam, former president of 
Dhaka Club; and younger 
sister Dalia Nausheen, a 
prominent singer.

His qulkhwani will 
be held at their Gulshan 
residence on Friday after 
Asr prayers.  His relatives, 
friends and well-wishers 
are requested to join the 
programme to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul.
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The executive committee meeting of Newspaper Owners Association of Bangladesh (Noab) was held at 
its office in the capital’s Tejgaon yesterday. At the meeting, Manab Zamin Editor-in-Chief Matiur Rahman 
Chowdhury was felicitated for receiving the “ABM Musa-Setara Musa lifetime award” for his contribution to 
journalism. At the event, Editors’ Council Secretary and Bonik Barta Editor Dewan Hanif Mahmud; Tarik Sujat 
of Bhorer Kagoj; Prothom Alo Editor and Publisher Matiur Rahman; Noab President AK Azad and Alamgir 
Hossain of Samakal presented Matiur Rahman Chowdhury with a bouquet. PHOTO: COLLECTED


