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making a Tk 24.89 lakh 
mismatch evident to the 
investigators. A Tk 79.05 
lakh gap between his wife’s 
income and wealth were 
also taken into account 
during the scrutiny. 

According to 
investigators, the couple 
invested the illegally 
amassed amount (around 
Tk 1.04 crore) in real 
estate, buying a flat 
(worth Tk 45 lakh) in the 
capital alongside several 
plots in both Dhaka and 
Brahmanbaria. 
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He also said cost of 
migration in Bangladesh 
is too high compared to 
a neighbouring labour-
sending country, which is 
another area to look at.

Addressing as chief 
guest, Expatriates’ 
Welfare Minister Imran 
Ahmad said there is a 
need to further increase 
the existing 2.5 percent 
incentive for remitting 
money home through 
banking channel.

He said to ensure better 
protection of migrant 
workers, the ministry 
has recently upgraded 
the mandatory “Probashi 
Kormi” insurance for 
outbound migrant 
workers.

Presenting a keynote 
paper, Prof Tasneem 
Siddiqui, chair of Refugee 
and Migratory Movements 
Research Unit, said 
between 2001 and 2009, 
Bangladesh’s inward 
remittance flows have 
grown annually between 12 
percent and 37 percent.

On the other hand, 
between 2011 and 2020, 
except for 2013, 2016, and 
2017, the annual growth of 
remittance was between 10 
percent and 18 percent, she 
said.

She said multiple 
factors including Russia-
Ukraine war, the pandemic, 
inflation and non-payment 
and irregular payments 
of wages contributed 
negatively to remittance 
inflow.

Besides, domestic 
factors including difference 
in exchange rate in formal 
and informal markets 
contributed to this end, she 
added.

Saudi Arabian 
Ambassador Essa Yousef 
Essa Alduhailan said 
sending more skilled 
Bangladeshi migrant 
workers to the Kingdom 
will be a win-win situation 
for both countries.

He said his country 
has been working with 
Bangladesh to ensure 
recruitment of more skilled 
workers.
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JCD leader Ashraful Islam, 
20, who was also shot during 
the clash, is under treatment 
at the same hospital, the 
inspector added.

Local JCD leaders said 
on January 26 this year, 
the central JCD formed a 
five-member convening 
committee of the district 
with Siddiqur Rahman 
Nahid as president and 

Mehedi Hasan as general 
secretary.

Since then, JCD 
leaders and activists, 
who were deprived of 
posts in the committee, 
have been agitating for 
the cancellation of the 
committee. They were 
protesting near the district 
BNP office in Chinishpur 
this afternoon, said the 
district’s former senior BNP 

vice-president Mainuddin 
Bhuiyan, adding that the 
leaders and activists of 
the other group of the 
JCD then attacked the 
protesters.

Fazle E Khoda, 
additional superintendent 
of police in Narsingdi, said 
police visited the spot after 
receiving information. The 
cause of the incident is 
being investigated.
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who has not had a valid 
pilot’s licence in years, 
since he is well over the age 
limit of 65, was evaluating 
trainee Irfan from the jump 
seat in the cockpit.

After Kabir suffered 
a heart attack, the chief 
purser went to the cockpit 
to notify the captain of the 
emergency and get an idea 
about when they would 
be making an emergency 
landing and where.

The chief purser realised 
that the captain was resting 
elsewhere.

According to aviation 
rules, in such cases, a 
“medical emergency” is to 
be raised by the pilot, which 
notifies every nearby airport 
of a possible arrival with the 
need for emergency medical 
support.

However, Tufail did not 
divert or raise the alarm, 
confirmed civil aviation 
insiders looking into the 
event. The mandatory air 
safety report was also not 
filed after the flight.

In the absence of the 
captain, Fariduzzaman, 
who was an observer on the 

flight, sat in the captain’s 
seat, which is against 
the standard operating 
procedure.

In the absence of Dildar 
Ahmed, Fariduzzaman 
landed the flight directly at 
the Dhaka airport without 
landing at any nearby 
airport.

Upon landing in Dhaka, 
it took a further 40 
minutes to get Kabir out 
of the plane due to a lack 
of preparedness, since a 
“medical emergency” was 
not declared. He was still 
alive then.
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while five cases are stayed 
due to court orders. 

Additionally, 99 cases 
filed against 55 candidates 
have been disposed of at 
various times.

Regarding the reserved 
seats for women, among 
42 candidates, two of the 
candidates face criminal 
charges, while six have 
been acquitted in 10 cases.
EVM TRAINING

In preparation for the 
election, the Election 
Commission provided 
a three-day training 
programme for individuals 
involved in the election 
process to familiarise them 

with operating electronic 
voting machines (EVMs).

EVMs will be used in 
all polling centres. Each 
centre will be equipped 
with an IT expert to ensure 
the smooth functioning of 
the machines.
FINAL LIST OF 

CANDIDATES

A total of seven mayoral 
candidates will compete 
in the BCC polls as one 
candidate recently got back 
his candidature.

The number of councillor 
candidates in general 
wards stands at 116, with 
21 candidates withdrawing 
their candidature.

For the women 

councillors in 10 reserved 
seats, the number of 
candidates remains at 42 as 
none have withdrawn their 
candidature.

For the last few years, 
EC officials didn’t use 
the word “risky” for those 
polling centres which were 
vulnerable to violence as it 
sends a negative message 
to the voters and a sense 
of fear is created among 
then. That’s why they use 
the term “important”, said 
officials.
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This year’s War Graves Week, an annual event organised by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, is being held for the first time in 
Bangladesh from May 20 to May 28. As part of the event, forty students accompanied by their teachers participated in a session at Chattogram 
Commonwealth War Cemetery yesterday. Other than taking guided tours, students also learned about the history of the war cemetery and the 
Commonwealth soldiers and others who lost their lives during World War II. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN


