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Fakhrul tests 
Covid positive
STAR REPORT

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir has tested positive for Covid-19 again.  

He got the test report around 10:00am 
yesterday. He was undergoing treatment at Square 
Hospitals, said Shairul Kabir Khan, a member of 
the BNP chairperson’s media wing.

This is the third time that Fakhrul, who had 
received four doses of vaccine, has contracted the 
novel coronavirus.

GRAFT ALLEGATION

ACC defers 
Zahangir’s 
summons to 
June 6, 7
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption 
Commission has 
rescheduled the date 
for quizzing suspended 
Gazipur City Corporation 
mayor Zahangir Alam.

The commission has 
asked him to appear on 
June 6 and June 7 to hear 
his statement on separate 
allegations, said ACC’s 
Deputy Director Ali Akbar, 
who is investigating the 
matter.

Zahangir was originally 
asked to appear before 
the ACC on May 21 and 
May 22. But on May 18, 
Zahangir requested the 
ACC to defer the dates by 
a month.

“The commission 
rescheduled the dates 
following his application,” 
said Akbar.
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SYLHET CITY POLLS

Now party unity, 
voter turnout key 
challenges for AL
DWOHA CHOWDHURY

As the scheduled nomination collection and submission day for the 
upcoming Sylhet City Polls concluded yesterday, it seems that fate is on 
the side of the Awami League-nominated mayoral candidate.

No strong candidate is running the mayoral race against the AL-
nominated candidate Anwaruzzaman Chowdhury.

In the city polls scheduled for June 21, the only scope of a hard contest 
for Anwaruzzaman was the incumbent BNP-backed mayor Ariful Haque 
Choudhury. However, on May 20, he withdrew himself from the contest 
as per party instructions.

With Ariful’s exit, Jatiya Party candidate Nazrul Islam Babul and 
Islami Andolon Bangladesh candidate Mahmudul Hasan, along 
with eight other independent candidates, are left to compete with 
Anwaruzzaman. 

However, Anwaruzzaman believes that the JP and IAB candidates are 

Flanked by supporters, Awami League mayoral candidate 
Anwaruzzaman Chowdhury (second from right) submits his nomination 
paper to the returning officer’s office in Sylhet yesterday.

PHOTO: SHEIKH NASSIR

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Govt will not 
interfere in city 
polls: Quader
BSS, Dhaka

Vowing that all upcoming city elections, including 
the one in Gazipur, will be free and fair, Awami 
League General Secretary Obaidul Quader 
yesterday said the government will not interfere in 
those polls.  

“We will show how to make elections fair under 
the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,” 
he told a protest rally.

Dhaka south city unit of AL staged the rally in 
front of the party’s Bangabandhu Avenue central 
office, protesting the death threat recently given 
to AL President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 

Quader, also the road transport and bridges 
minister, said whether anyone comes or not, the 
next general elections will be held the same way.

He said BNP wants to halt the upcoming 
elections, but the AL in association with the 
country’s people will resist them.

Quader said the ruling AL wants to hold 
elections peacefully to give the country’s 
democracy an institutional shape.

He said BNP is trying to make the next 
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A tale of neglect 
and sufferings

Bridge that collapsed during reconstruction 
last year yet to be fixed

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

People of west Tangail have been facing 
immense suffering due to the delay 
in the reconstruction of a bridge on 
Louhajang river, which collapsed after 
half its construction was completed 
about a year ago due to the negligence 
of the authorities and contractors.

Although a Bailey bridge was 
constructed just beside the collapsed 
bridge, goods-laden heavy vehicles 
cannot move on it and locals are facing 
problems carrying their goods.

On the night of June 16 last year, 

this bridge collapsed. Even though one 
year has already passed, the authorities 
seem to be in no hurry to reconstruct it, 
locals alleged.

The bridge was being constructed 
under the Tangail Municipal 
Infrastructure Development Project 
and Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED).

The construction cost of the eight-
metre-wide and 40-metre-long bridge 
was estimated at Tk 3.60 crore.

After the incident, teams from 
different departments, including Anti-
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Even after a year, the bridge over Louhajang river in west Tangail is in its worst 
shape due to the delay in the reconstruction works. Earlier, the bridge collapsed 
after half its construction was completed. PHOTO: STAR

BARISHAL CITY POLLS

Closure or further 

conflict?
Skepticism surrounds meeting to resolve uncle-nephew row

SUSHANTA GHOSH and MD ABBAS

As the eagerly anticipated meeting to resolve 
the conflict between Abul Khair Abdullah, 
the Awami League mayoral candidate, and 
his nephew Serniabat Sadiq Abdullah, the 
incumbent mayor, draws closer, there is also 
skepticism surrounding it.

Followers of Abul Khair are apprehensive 
about the Friday meeting’s outcome. They said 
most of the attendees are loyal to Sadiq.

Seeking anonymity, leaders associated with 
Khair’s election campaign have voiced their 
apprehensions, suggesting that Khair might 
agree to include “some” loyalists of Sadiq in 
Khair’s campaigning camp.

“But he (Khair) may not accept any other 
proposal right now. Khair’s loyalists do not 
want most of the election management to be 
given to Sadiq’s followers, given the group’s 
betrayal during the 2013 election when Shawkat 
Hossain Hiron was the candidate.”

“This cannot happen again,” one of Khair’s 
loyalists told The Daily Star, requesting 
anonymity.

The presence of controversial student 
leaders, who are followers of Khair, has added 
to concerns that the meeting might become 
heated.

Meanwhile, sources suggest that Sadiq is 
unlikely to attend the meeting.

In contrast, Gazi Nayeemul Hossain Litu, 
joint convener of the metropolitan unit AL and 
a loyalist to Sadiq, expressed optimism that the 
meeting would discuss all issues related to the 
election.

He hopes that a decision will be reached to 
conduct the election jointly, with directives 
provided by Abul Hasan Abdullah, AL central 
committee member and chief of AL’s Barishal City 
Corporation election-conducting committee.

He is also the father of Sadiq and brother of 
Khair.
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The wives of the two mayoral candidates have taken an active role in engaging with voters. 
Luna Abdullah (left), wife of Abul Khair Abdullah, and Ismat Ara Tuku, wife of Jatiya Party 
candidate Iqbal Hossain Tapos (right), have been participating in socio-cultural gatherings to 
secure support and votes. PHOTO: TITU DAS


