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parliamentary polls 
questionable sensing that 
the AL’s victory cannot be 
prevented in any way. 

About the death threat, 
he said, “Two days have 
passed after the threat, but 
Mirza Fakhrul and senior 
BNP leaders did not utter a 
single word. All of them are 
silent spectators.”

A tale of neglect
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Corruption Commission, 
investigated the incident 
and found negligence and 
irregularities in the bridge 
construction works.

Later on November 
20 last year, through 
a notification signed 
by a deputy secretary 
of Municipal-1 Section 
of Local Government, 
Rural Development and 
Cooperative Ministry, 
three engineers, including 
the executive engineer of 
Tangail municipality, were 
temporarily suspended on 
the charges of negligence 
in duty in the bridge 
construction works.

A departmental case 
was also filed against 
them. They have been 
asked to inform the local 
government department in 
writing within 10 working 
days of receiving the 
complaint.

At the same time, 
the mayor of Tangail 
municipality has been 
given a show cause notice 
for not taking legal action, 
despite knowing that there 
are irregularities in the 
bridge’s construction.

Besides, the bridge 
construction company 
“Bricks and Building 
Limited” and “The 
Construction (JV)” 
were blacklisted for not 
following proper design 
and estimation in the 
construction of the bridge.

The suspension notice 
also stated that the 
contractor used logs (bolli) 
and bamboo poles without 
following the designs 
during centring and 
shuttering before casting 
the under-construction 
bridge.

Even though the 
engineers sent a letter to 
the construction agent to 
follow the designs, they 
were also present at the site 
when the bridge was being 
welded with the defective 
construction work. This was 
cited as a gross dereliction 
of duty in the notice of 
dismissal, for which they 
were suspended.

Mayor SM Sirajul 
Haque has been issued a 
show-cause notice for the 
discourteous behaviour of 
local influentials -- working 
in favour of the contractor 
-- with municipal engineers 
and for failing to take 
action despite being aware 
of pervasive irregularities in 
the bridge’s construction. 
He has been instructed 
to respond to the notice 
within ten business days.

Khorshed Hossain, a 
resident of Baradoma area, 
said, “The bridge collapsed 
due to the negligence of the 
municipal engineers and 
contractors and we [locals] 
have to suffer for it.”

Another local, Hafizur 
Rahman, stated, “The 
previous Bailey bridge 
was also damaged twice, 
and we’ll have to suffer for 
several years. Due to the 
sluggish pace at which this 
bridge is being rebuilt, the 
suffering persists.

Asked about the 
matter, Hafizur Rahman 
Swapan, panel mayor of 
Tangail Municipality, said 
the same contractors are 
reconstructing the bridge 
and the design of the 
new bridge was approved 
recently.

“The bridge 
reconstruction works will 
be completed as soon as 
possible,” he added.

Promote gender
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Professor Kamaluddin 
Kabir, chairman of JnU’s 
drama department, said, 
“In this post-colonial era, 
we continue to adhere to 
British customs and ideals. 
However, to identify and 
address the underlying 
causes of gender disparity, 
it is crucial to delve deep 
into our culture.”

Though the overall 
status of women has 
improved, equality is still 
a myth, claimed speakers. 
They also emphasised the 
significance of awareness 
campaigns at the 
grassroots.

Shamima Akhter, 
associate professor 
at the university’s 

public administration 
department, said “Gender 
equality is essential for 
both men and women. We 
need to alter our mindset 
to achieve it. Finding and 
fixing the legal loopholes 
should be our priority.”

Media can catalyse this 
change by highlighting 
advancements alongside 
addressing spots that 
need to be improved, said 
speakers.

Barnana Bhowmick 
from JnU’s mass 
communication and 
journalism department 
and Asma Binte-Iqbal, 
chairman of the university’s 
public administration 
department, also spoke at 
the event.

Now party unity
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strong enough to give 
him a tight contest. “No 
candidate should be taken 
lightly,” he said.

However, with no strong 
candidate to compete with 
Anwaruzzaman, concerns 
have been raised that 
the polls might see a low 
turnout of voters. 

Almost all recent polls 
since 2020 are marred with 
low turnout, which experts 
blame on the growing 
public apathy towards 
democratic institutions. 

In 2020, the voter 
turnout at the Dhaka 
South City Corporation 
polls was 29 percent, while 
the Dhaka North City polls 
saw a turnout of 25.32 
percent.

In Sylhet-2 by-polls of 
September 4, 2021, where 
the AL-backed candidate 
defeated JP and BNP-rebel 
candidates, the voter turnout 
was 34.46 percent. The by-
polls of Brahmanbaria-2, 
Bogura-4 and -6, and 
Chapainawabganj-2 and 
-3 also saw a similarly low 
turnout of voters. 

H o w e v e r , 
Anwaruzzaman is 
confident that people will 
show up to vote. 

“We have formed ward-
level committees for 
publicity, who are working 
to encourage voters to cast 
their votes. Regardless of 
that, I don’t think the polls 
will see a low turnout,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, another 
challenge awaits 
Anwaruzzaman. 

In the 2018 SCC polls, 
BNP candidate Ariful’s win 
over AL candidate Badar 
Uddin Ahmed Kamran was 
blamed on the betrayal of 

several AL leaders. Many 
mayoral nomination 
seekers within AL allegedly 
worked in favour of Ariful.

For the upcoming polls, 
at least eight prominent 
AL leaders were in the 
race for nomination while 
Anwaruzzaman, joint 
secretary of the UK unit of 
Awami League, was selected 
by the party. According to 
AL leaders and activists, 
keeping the party united 
might pose a challenge for 
Anwaruzzaman. 

However, all mayoral 
nomination aspirants 
within the party have 
officially declared their 
unyielding support for 
Anwaruzzaman and are 
seen working with him to 
secure a win for the party.

“Awami League is a big 
political party and that is why 
there are many nomination 
aspirants. But I have seen 
their unconditional support 
in my campaign,” he told 
this correspondent. 

M e a n w h i l e , 
Anwaruzzaman reportedly 
violated the instructions of 
the returning officer while 
submitting his nomination 
papers yesterday. 

The instruction 
was not to bring more 
than five people while 
submitting the nomination 
paper to the returning 
officer’s office. However, 
the AL candidate was 
accompanied by around 
a hundred people to the 
regional election office.

H o w e v e r , 
Anwaruzzaman denied the 
allegations. 

“Hundreds were indeed 
present but I was only 
accompanied by five party 
members. The others were 
not with me,” he said.

‘EXTENDING CURRENT GOVT TENURE’

DU prof draws 
flak for comment
STAR REPORT

Dhaka University Prof AKM 
Jamal Uddin drew strong 
criticism from different 
quarters for his comment 
that the tenure of the 
current parliament and the 
government be extended 
for five more years without 
holding any election.

Prof Jamal Unddin of the 
sociology department, at a 
human chain on Monday, 
said, “The parliament could 
not function properly for two 
years due to the pandemic. 
No government agencies 
could work properly at 
that time. That’s why the 
tenure of the incumbent 
government should be 
extended by five more years 
or at least two years”

Dhaka University 
Teachers Association 
organised the event 
protesting the death threat 
to prime minister by a BNP 
leader of Rajshahi.

Jamal was elected 
teacher’s representative 
at the DU senate from the 
blue panel last year. He 
is the director of Nazmul 
Karim Study Centre at DU. 
He is also the president and 
spokesperson of a faction 
of “Muktijuddho Mancha”.

Amid huge criticism 
from across sections of 

people, DUTA, Awami 
League and BCL Leaders 
said even they do not 
support his remarks.

BM Mozammel Haque, 
an organising secretary 
of AL, said, “We think his 
speech does not match our 
constitution.”

DU Vice Chancellor 
Prof Md Akhtaruzzaman 
said, “His philosophy can 
be different. But I think 
only an election makes a 
democratic government.”

DUTA President Prof 
Nizamul Hoque Bhuiyan 
said, “We do not support 
his speech. We support a 
democratic election under 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s government.”

Contacted, Jamal said, 
“Pro-BNP and jamaat 
members are showing 
reaction against my 
speech, along with anti-
government people.”

Convener of the white 
panel -- a pro-BNP teachers 
association of Dhaka 
University -- Prof Lutfor 
Rahman said he should 
be brought to book for 
making such comments.

“He expressed his 
personal opinion. We 
have no connection in 
this regard,” said Sheikh 
Wali Asif Enan, general 
secretary of BCL.

HC verdict
FROM PAGE 3

Muhammad Yunus Trust”, 
“Yunus Family Trust” and 
“Yunus Centre” in the tax 
years 2011-2012 to 2013-2014.

The commissioner of 
taxes imposed a “gift tax” 
worth Tk 15.4 crore on the 
donated money.

Yunus filed appeals with 
the Tax Appellate Tribunal 
challenging the imposition 
of taxes. However, the 
tribunal upheld the tax 
commissioner’s decision. 
Yunus filed three income 
tax reference applications 
with the HC against it.

Closure or further
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AL leaders are closely 
observing the meeting, 
holding hope for a 
resolution. However, some 
senior leaders remain 
sceptical about the 
possibility of a compromise 
due to past infighting and 
ongoing legal cases.

Scheduled for 3:00pm at 
the Gournadi municipality 
premises, the meeting will 
be attended by all members 
of the Barishal city unit AL, 
as well as presidents and 
secretaries of various AL 
units.
PARTNERS AT HOME 

AND ON THE FIELDS

In preparation for the 
upcoming electoral 
campaign, the wives of the 
two mayoral candidates 
have taken an active role in 
engaging with voters.

Luna Abdullah, wife 
of Abul Khair Abdullah, 
and Ismat Ara Tuku, wife 
of Jatiya Party candidate 
Iqbal Hossain Tapos, have 
been participating in 

socio-cultural gatherings 
and going door-to-door to 
secure support and votes.

Luna recently visited 
Barishal Government 
Women’s College -- from 
where she completed her 
graduation -- interacting 
with students and assuring 
them that if her husband 
is elected, they will 
collaborate to address the 
challenges faced by women.

Ismat Ara Tuku 
mentioned her continuous 
visits to various places 
throughout the day and 
expressed gratitude for 
the overwhelming support 
they have received from 
voters, despite concerns 
about casting votes on 
election day.

In contrast, the wives 
of the other two mayoral 
candidates, Mufti Syed 
Md Faizul Karim of 
Islami Andolan and Md 
Kamrul Hasan Rupan, an 
independent candidate, 
have been notably absent 
from the electoral field.
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Rab DG gets 
one year 
extension
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

T h e 
government 
y e s t e r d a y 
extended M 
K h u r s h i d 
H o s s a i n ’ s 
tenure as 
director general of Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab) for 
one year, on a contract 
basis.

The appointment was 
made through a public 
administration ministry 
circular, signed by its 
deputy secretary Rafiqul 
Islam.

According to the 
circular, Khurshid’s post-
retirement leave and 
related benefits have been 
suspended as per Section 
49 of the Public Service 
Act-2018 and he has been 
appointed as Rab chief 
for a period of one year 
from June 5 or the date of 
joining.

The chiefs of both Rab and 
police are now appointed on 
a contract basis.

On January 9, the 
government extended the 
tenure of Inspector General 
of Police Chowdhury 
Abdullah Al-Mamun for 
one and a half years under 
contract.

Mohammad 
Siddique’s 
death anniv
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
38th death 
anniversary 
of Moulovi 
Mohammad 
S i d d i q u e , 
a former 
teacher of a 
government high school at 
Daulatkhan in Bhola.

On this day in 1985, 
he passed away during 
the month of Ramadan 
while performing i’tikaf at 
Daulatkhan Jame Masjid.

A doa mahfil will be 
organised at his third son 
Md Ruhul Kabir’s residence 
at Khilgaon in Dhaka on 
May 26.

Siddique played a vital 
role in his locality during 
the 1971 Liberation War. He 
is survived by his wife, five 
sons and two daughters.  
Md Yousuf Mamun, general 
manager for marketing and 
sales at Jamuna Television, 
is the youngest son of the 
late freedom fighter.

4 more cases filed 
against BNP leader
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Rajshahi

Four more cases have been 
filed against BNP’s Rajshahi 
district unit Convener Abu 
Sayeed Chand for issuing 
a “death threat” to Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
during a public rally in 
Rajshahi.

With these, at least six 

cases have been filed against 
Chand in six districts.

Of the four fresh cases, 
one was filed in Rajshahi 
under the Anti-Terrorism 
Act and Explosives act on 
Monday night. Another 
was filed in Faridpur under 
Digital Security Act.

The two other cases 
were filed in Jamalpur and 
Natore.

India hands over 20 
locomotives
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

New Delhi

Twenty broad gauge 
locomotives were 
virtually handed over to 
Bangladesh in a ceremony 
held yesterday at the Rail 
Bhavan in New Delhi.

Bangladesh Railway 

Minister Nurul Islam Sujan 
and his Indian counterpart 
Ashwini Vaishnaw joined 
the event virtually.

“We hope that existing 
collaboration between 
two countries regarding 
railways sector will increase 
day by day,” Sujan said 
while addressing the event.


