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Rail link to 
Sylhet cut  
for 15hrs
FROM PAGE 14

“A large tree fell on the 
tracks … When the train hit 
it, three parts, including 
the engine, derailed. 
However, the damage was 
comparatively less.”

Officials from 
government agencies 
concerned, with the help 
of the locals, recovered the 
engine and carriages. 

Fakhrul Islam, sub-
inspector of Sreemangal 
Railway Police, said, 
“There were only a few 
of them [passengers 
onboard the affected 
carriages], as many got off 
at the Shayestaganj and 
Sreemangal stations. So, 
there were no casualties.”

Sarwar Alam was on his 
way to receive his parents, 
passengers of the Udayan 
Express, when they called 
and told him about the 
accident. “I rushed there 
and found them safe and 
sound.”

Quoting his parents, he 
said, “When the passengers 
inside realised the train 
was slowly moving to one 
side, they rushed to to the 
back of the carriages. Many 
of them even jumped off.”

Speaking to The 
Daily Star, Uttam Deb, 
assistant station master in 
Shamshernagar, said, “ ... 
Four Dhaka- and Sylhet-
bound train trips had to be 
cancelled.”

Govt plans more LNG import
FROM PAGE 1

“By exploring domestic gas 
fields, we are getting 10 to 
40mmcfd gas from each 
well. Besides, it takes six to 
seven months to complete 
the drilling of a well and 
the cost of each drilling is 
around $9 to $25 million 
depending on the well. 

“We need gas right 
now,” he said, adding that 
there was no alternative to 
importing LNG.

Energy expert Prof 
Badrul Imam, who 
attended the programme, 
differed with the minister’s 
views.

He said two studies 

conducted by the US 
Geological Survey and 
Norwegian Petroleum 
Directorate had found that 
the country has a potential 
gas reserve of 32 to 42 
trillion cubic feet.

“We are at the first 
stage of gas exploration. 
We did not even think 
about entering the second 
and third stages [of gas 
exploration]. As the 
biggest delta of the world, 
there is no doubt that we 
are in a highly prospective 
gas-rich area,” he added.

Addressing the 
businessmen, the state 
minister said no new gas 

connection would be given 
to unplanned industries. 
“Either you have to 
move your factory to the 
economic zones or build 
one in an industrial hub to 
get gas connections.”

He said, “Many 
renowned industries had 
taken illegal connections. 
We have lists of such 
industries in Araihazar, 
Gazipur, Savar, and 
Ashulia.”

Former president of 
FBCCI Md Shafiul Islam 
said most factories want 
to move to the economic 
zones but many of the 
zones are not ready.

WHO launches global network
FROM PAGE 14

It is the latest of several 
initiatives launched 
since Covid that aim to 
bolster the world’s ability 
to prevent and more 
effectively respond to 
pandemic threats.

The network will 
bring together experts 
on genomics and data 
analytics, drawn from 
governments, academia, 
the private sector and 
elsewhere.

“All share a common 
goal: to detect and 
respond to disease threats 
before they become 
epidemics and pandemics, 
and to optimise routine 
disease surveillance,” the 

agency said.
Covid highlighted the 

critical role pathogen 
genomics plays when 
responding to pandemic 
threats, with the WHO 
noting that without 
the rapid sequencing of 
the SARS CoV-2 virus, 
vaccines would not have 
been as effective and 
would not have become 
available as quickly.

New and more 
transmissible variants of 
the virus would also not 
have been identified as 
quickly.

“Genomics lies at 
the heart of effective 
epidemic and pandemic 
preparedness and 

response,” the agency 
said, adding that it was 
also vital for surveillance 
of a range of diseases, 
from influenza to HIV.

While the pandemic 
spurred countries to 
scale up their genomics 
capacity, the agency 
warned that many still 
lack effective systems for 
collecting and analysing 
samples.

The IPSN would help 
address such challenges, 
Tedros said, since it could 
“give every country access 
to pathogen genomic 
sequencing and analytics 
as part of its public health 
system”.

AL takes Olama League under its wing again
FROM PAGE 1

During his speech as the 
special guest of the council 
yesterday, Golap said, 
“Until now, Olama League 
was being run in different 
and controversial ways. 
The Awami League said 
one thing, but you [Olama 
League] said something 
else. Contradictory 
speeches cannot be made. 
You have to speak in line 
with the stance of Sheikh 
Hasina’s government.”

He added, “The BNP-
Jamaat is working to oust 
Sheikh Hasina from power. 
Stay alert and remain on 
the streets … .”

During the coronavirus 
outbreak in 2020, Olama 
League held a human chain 
protesting the Islamic 
Foundation’s directive for 
social distancing during 
scaled-down congregations 
at mosques. 

Quader had then said, 
“We have said long ago that 

we have no relations with 
the Olama League. We have 
no affiliations with them.”

At yesterday’s council, 
Quader said, “Those who 
were on the streets did 
not leave even after facing 
police action. We want to 
build the Olama League 
as a tested organisation of 
Sheikh Hasina.”

Regarding the internal 
feud and conflict between the 
leaders of the organisation, 
Quader said, “Don’t get 

involved in factionalism 
and don’t earn a bad name. 
Don’t extort money in the 
name of Olama League.

“Organise programmes. 
Tell me if you don’t have 
money. I will tell the leader 
[AL chief] and she will bear 
your necessary expenses.” 

On forming the new 
committee for Olama 
League, Quader said he will 
discuss it with the AL chief 
after talking with senior AL 
leaders.

Mayor Ariful 
won’t run
FROM PAGE 1

EVMs [Electronic Voting 
Machines], they [Election 
Commission] decided to 
use the machines. It’s an 
indication that the polls will 
be rigged. I asked the EC to 
launch a survey. [I believe] 
99 percent of the people 
would oppose voting via 
EVM. Voters’ faith in polls 
is at rock bottom. 

“They [ruling Awami 
League] have created a 
blueprint for vote robbery 
... and placed police officials 
loyal to them here. BNP 
activists and even my well-
wishers are being harassed 
and arrested by police for 
standing by me,” he alleged.

Mayor Ariful added, “In 
the last Sylhet city election, 
they [the AL] created 
anarchy but the people 
stood by me and secured 
my second victory. This 
time, however, a such a 
situation has been created 
in a digital way that the 
people might vote for 
me but it will be cast for 
another.

“My party stands by the 
people’s democratic right 
to vote and all the signs 
point to a rigged election 
ahead. I have decided to 
stay with BNP forever and 
will not allow harm to the 
party ….”

Seeking forgiveness 
from the citizens, he said, 
“Even if I am not the mayor, 
I vow to be on the people’s 
side and will be a part of 
any righteous movement 

Locomotives to cost 
more than double
FROM PAGE 14

of non-concessional ones, 
as agreed by both sides 
earlier.

As such, the IMED on 
April 5 suggested the 
projects be ended.

Meanwhile, the project 
authorities have already 
spent Tk 5.15 crore on the 
works with no locomotives 
to show for it.

NEW PLAN
In this given situation, 

BR has prepared a Pre-
Development Project 
Proposal (PDPP) for 
procuring 30 MG 
locomotives and sent it to 
the Railway Ministry last 
week to forward it to the 
Planning Commission 
and Economic Relations 
Division, BR sources said.

As per the PDPP, a total 
of Tk 2,247 crore would be 
required for the project, 
of which Tk 1,545 crore 

is expected to come from 
foreign loan while the 
government will bear the 
rest. BR is discussing the 
South Korean fund in this 
regard.

The deadline for the 
project is June 2026. 

Furthermore, BR is 
planning to buy 30 more 
MG locomotives with Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
financing.

Currently, it is 
implementing the 
Chattogram to Cox’s Bazar 
Rail Link Project with an 
ADB loan, of which the 
project does not require 
$400 million.

Now, BR wants to use 
this $400 million and take 
an additional loan under 
the same ADB project to 
buy 30 MG locomotives 
and 100 MG carriages, said 
another official, wishing 
anonymity.
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The first palms of the season have arrived in the capital, and because they are so popular this time of year, 
they are selling well. Each of the juicy summer fruit is going for Tk 20-25. The photo was taken yesterday at 
Karwan Bazar. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Turks abroad begin 
voting in presidential 
election runoff
REUTERS, Istanbul

Turkish citizens based 
abroad began voting 
yesterday in Turkey’s 
presidential runoff election 
between the incumbent 
Tayyip Erdogan and 
his challenger Kemal 
Kilicdaroglu, who aims 
to bring an end to the 
president’s two-decade rule.

The runoff election will 
be held in Turkey on May 
28 after Erdogan fell just 
short of the 50 percent 
threshold needed to win the 
presidential vote outright 
last Sunday in what had been 
expected to be his greatest 
ever political challenge.

Some 3.4 million Turks 
are eligible to vote abroad, 

out of a total electorate of 
more than 64 million, and 
will cast their ballots from 
May 20-24.

City

Motorcade
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scene failed to prevent the 
attackers.

Witnesses said Azmat’s 
supporters threw bricks and 
shoes at Zaida’s motorcade 
and didn’t let the vehicles 
move for an hour.

Contacted, Azmat said 
he was at a meeting and 
could not talk.

On Thursday, unidentified 
people vandalised a Toyota 
Land Cruiser Prado carrying 
Zahangir and Zaida at Ward-
44.


