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female students on 
campus. Our quality of 
life is deteriorating due to 
this overpopulation,” said 
Jannatul Tanha, a final 
year student. 

In 2014, 11 additional 
teachers were employed 
under Skills and Training 
Enhancement Project 
initiated by the Directorate 
of Technical Education. 
The project expired on 

June 30, 2019. The teachers 
were paid by the revenue 
department till June, 2020. 

“We have not received 
any salary for the last 
35 months. We were 
assured that we would be 
transferred to the revenue 
sector, but no progress 
has been made in this 
regard,” said teacher Sanjay 
Chandra Sarkar, one of the 
teachers. 

Mostafizur Rahman 

Khan, principal of the 
institution, said, “We have 
sent repeated letters to 
the authorities about the 
aforementioned problems. 
We were assured that the 
teachers will receive their 
pending salaries by next 
month.”

“We had asked for funds 
to renovate the abandoned 
dorm. However, we have 
not been allotted a budget 
yet,” he added. 

Stop financing fossil
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In their passionate 
plea, the youth activists 
also emphasised the 
importance of loss and 
damage financing while 
cautioning against false 
solutions such as hydrogen 
and ammonia. They also 
highlighted the existing 
ambiguity, delays, and 
instability surrounding 
discussions on fossil fuel 
and renewable energy 
financing within the G7. 

They also demanded 
that developed nations 
adhere to the Paris 
Agreement, strictly 
limit the global 
temperature increase to 
1.5 degrees Celsius, and 
discourage multinational 
corporations from 
investing in fossil fuel 
power generation, thereby 
reducing harmful carbon 
emissions.

Sohanur Rahman, 
executive coordinator 
of YouthNet for Climate 
Justice, said, “We cannot 
afford to wait for tomorrow 
to realise the urgent need 
to phase out harmful and 
expensive fossil fuels. The 
time for action is now.’’ 

Speakers also 
emphasised the need to 
substantially increase 

the global commitment 
to climate financing, 
advocating for an annual 
commitment of $100 
billion, with at least 
50 percent allocated 
specifically for renewable 
energy financing. 

Prof Ahmad 
Kamruzzaman Majumder, 
chairman of the Center 
for Atmospheric Pollution 
Studies (CAPS), adds, “We 
must act promptly to 
combat climate change 
and curb air pollution, for 
there are two interrelated 
challenges. Let us unite 
as individuals, businesses, 
and financial institutions 
to facilitate investments 
in renewable energy and 
pave the way toward a 
sustainable future.”

Prof Saleemul Huq, 
COP28 president’s 
adviser and director of 
the International Centre 
for Climate Change & 
Development (ICCCAD), 
said, “The climate crisis 
is not a distant threat 
confined to the future; it is 
already wreaking havoc on 
vulnerable communities 
in Bangladesh and 
worldwide, despite their 
minimal contribution to its 
creation.”

Muhith was pioneer 
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Chaudhury was present 
as the chief guest at 
the event, presided 
over by economist Kazi 
Khalikuzzaman Ahmad. 
Foreign Minister Dr AK 
Abdul Momen, Planning 
Minister MA Mannan, 
National Professor and 

Muhith’s Sister Dr Shahla 
Khatun, Medical Research 
Council Chairman Prof 
Syed Modachir Ali, former 
Chairman of Privatisation 
Commission Inam Ahmed 
Chowdhury and media 
personality Shaikh Siraj 
also spoke as the special 
guests.

The drama nears
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Meanwhile, police at first 
denied Ariful permission 
for the mass gathering at 
the field. The mayor started 
a sit-in protest in the 
afternoon in front of the 
ground. Around an hour 
later, he was permitted.

Sudip Das, additional 
deputy commissioner of 
Sylhet Metropolitan Police, 
said, “There remains no 
barrier for the mayor 
to organise the mass 
gathering. We will ensure 
strict security.”

Ariful Haque Choudhury, 
a central member of BNP, is 
the elected mayor of the city 
for two consecutive terms 
since 2013.

Ahead of the Sylhet city 
polls, BNP decided not to 
participate in the demand 
for a free and fair national 
election.

To decide on his 
participation, Ariful on 
March went to the UK to 
meet the party’s acting 
chairperson Tarique 
Rahman.

After 14 days, he 
returned on April 14 and 
said the party would not 
participate in the polls and 
he needed time to think 
about his decision.

Contacted, Ariful said, 
“The people of the city 
elected me twice and I will 
declare my decision at the 
programme.”

Highway
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Chowdhury, sub-divisional 
engineer of Sitakunda office 
of Roads and Highways 
Department, said the 
highway will be closed to 
avoid any kind of accident 
while installing the beam 
of the under-construction 
pedestrian bridge.

Relevant departments 
have already been notified, 
he said.

Belal Uddin Jahangir, 
officer-in-charge of Bara 
Aulia Highway Police 
Station, said, “We’ve asked 
the executive engineer to 
increase the manpower and 
complete the work quickly.”  

3-yr-old ‘bought’ for Tk 2 lakh
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playing with his elder sister 
and other playmates at the 
time he was kidnapped.

His sister went home 
and told their mother 
about the incident. The 
family later filed a case 
with Mohammadpur Police 
Station.

The Rab CO said 
they analysed the CCTV 
footage and by collecting 
other evidence, tracked 
the perpetrators. They 
first arrested Sujan from 
Shahbagh and then rescued 
the baby from Pallav’s 
house in Gopalganj, and 
handed the child back to 
his family today.

Rab members then 
arrested Pijus and his wife 

from Savar, said the Rab CO.
Anwar said Pijus and 

Riddhita were involved in 
human trafficking and 
Pijus was arrested in a 
human trafficking case 
filed with Banani Police 
Station in 2022. He had 
later gotten out on bail.

Pijus and his wife had 
been advertising that they 
provide adoption services 
on a Facebook group.

The CO said Sujan 
uploaded a post on the 
group saying he wanted to 
adopt a baby. On April 21, 
Riddhita sent him a picture 
of her own son, saying he is 
the child of her domestic 
worker who wanted to put 
her baby up for adoption 
for Tk 2 lakh.

Sujon agreed to the 
deal and on April 26, Pijus 
abducted the three-year-
old from Dhaka Udyan and 
took him to his house in 
Savar, Rab said quoting the 
couple.

Operating under fake 
names, the couple then 
handed the child over to 
Sujan at Agargaon. Pijus 
and Riddhita gave Sujan 
photocopies of their own 
child’s vaccine card and birth 
certificate as documents for 
the abducted child.

During interrogation, 
Sujan told Rab that he 
bought the baby from the 
couple for Tk 2 lakh as his 
close relative Pallav and his 
wife Baby had been looking 
to adopt a baby.
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One ambulance
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were also missing. However, 
no case has been filed by 
the authorities yet.

Around 200-300 
patients are treated by the 
health complex daily with 
only one ambulance, said 
Mahfuza Khatun, upazila 
health officer of Mollahat.

“The wheels of the other 
ambulance were stolen 
before I joined, making 
the vehicle immobile. The 
garage needs to be secured 
immediately,” she added.

“Patients have to be 
regularly sent to Bagerhat 
District Hospital and 
Khulna Medical College 
Hospital. In such situations, 
we have to opt for private 
ambulance services which 
cost almost double,” said 
Hafiz Sheikh, a local.

The government 
ambulance costs around 
Tk 1,500 to 1,800, while 
patients have to pay Tk 
2,500-3,000 for private 
ambulance services, 
informed Abul Kalam, a 
patient.

According to locals, 
two night watchmen have 
been appointed by the 
complex. However, they do 
not perform their duties 
well as their salaries have 
been withheld for the last 11 
months.

They want to kill me
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disappointment with the 
administration and the 
Election Commission, 
emphasising that their 
responsibility is to ensure 
a fair and impartial 
voting process. He alleged 
that a section of the 
administration is harassing 
their workers, even picking 
them up from their 
homes and threatening 
them. Additionally, some 
individuals are attempting 
to influence voters by 
offering money and 
instructing them to vote 
against the “table clock” 
symbol, representing 
Zaida’s candidacy.

Zahangir Alam 
concluded his statements 
by urging voters to exercise 
their rights freely, stating, 
“Voters are the owners of 
their own votes, and they 
should cast their votes as 
per their will.”

He criticised the lack 
of fairness in the electoral 
campaign, expressing his 
concerns about the election 
commissioner favouring a 
specific candidate.

Zahangir demanded 
equal treatment for all 

candidates and respect for 
the electoral process. “If you 
think that the opinion of 
the people of the area is not 
necessary, if the election 
commissioner wants to get 
a person, I mean Azmat 
Ullah, elected, then call 
all the aspirants. Then we 
will leave the field. But you 
should not disrespect this 
election. The verdict should 
come in favour of whom 
the people will vote for,” he 
said. 

Faridul Islam, the 
returning officer for the 
polls, assured that every 
candidate has equal rights 
to conduct their electoral 
campaign. He stated that 
if any incidents of attack 
or vandalism are reported, 
law enforcers will take 
appropriate action based on 
complaints or filed cases. 
In the absence of prompt 
action from the authorities, 
the returning officer 
pledged to take necessary 
steps once informed.

Despite repeated 
attempts, Azmat Ullah 
Khan, the nominated 
mayoral candidate from the 
Awami League, could not 
be reached for comment.


