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A leader with steadfast
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said despite facing life-
threatening situations and 
receiving bullet wounds, 
Menon never derailed from 
his ideology.

B a n g l a d e s h e r 
Samyabadi Dal General 
Secretary Dilip Barua said 
in his entire political life, 
Menon has always been 
vocal against oppressors by 
siding with the oppressed. 

Terming Menon a 
“national leader”, Hasanul 
Haq Inu, president of Jatiya 
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD-Inu), 
said his footsteps in the 
country’s political arena 
have been well-known as 
he was a successful student 
leader.

Inu said the need for 
a politician like Menon is 
imperative to overcome 
the political crisis of the 
country.

AL leader and lawmaker 
Amir Hossain Amu said 
as the leader of an allied 

party, Menon’s role in the 
ruling alliance is crucial.

In his speech, Menon 
said the present-day 
society has been facing 
various challenges with 
the presence of increased 
inequality. 

He urged the young 
generation to come forward 
and lead the country for its 
betterment. 

The celebration 
committee president and 
historian Prof Syed Anwar 
Hossain, historian Prof 
Mesbah Kamal, Workers 
Party General Secretary and 
lawmaker Fazle Hossain 
Badsha, indigenous 
community leader Sanjeeb 
Drong, Menon’s wife and 
lawmaker Lutfunnesa 
Khan Beauty, his brother 
ASM Shahidullah Khan 
Badal, and Badal’s wife and 
neurologist Naila Zaman 
Khan also spoke at the 
event. 

Primary, secondary levels vital
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frustrated and alienated, 
sometimes even leading to 
tragic consequences.”

Premier University Vice 
Chancellor Prof Anupam 
Sen emphasised the 
importance of students 
and the education system 
being technology-friendly.

“Without [being 
technology-friendly], we 
cannot cope with the 
current world.”

AK Azad Chowdhury, 
former UGC chairman and 
Dhaka University Emeritus 
Professor, highlighted the 
need for increased budget 
allocations for universities 
and said more funds are 
necessary to promote 
intellectual freedom, 
research, academic 
excellence, innovation, 
and liberty in public 
universities.

He criticised the 
decision to deny 
permission for a private 
university due to a lack 
of land, stating, “Having 
skilled teachers is more 
important than having 
land and buildings.”

Mohibul Hasan 
Chowdhury, deputy 
minister for the Ministry of 
Education, pointed out the 
existence of a caste system 
in higher education, where 
three types of education 

(private, public, and 
national university) create 
disparities.

He called for the 
development of a structure 
to determine a uniform 
fee for all students 
pursuing higher education 
in public universities 
and emphasised the 
importance of alumni 
contributions to address 
the funding crisis. 

The deputy minister 
urged UGC to expand 
its capacity to regulate 
colleges and tackle the 
issue of discrimination in 
higher education. He also 
urged the public university 
authorities to collaborate 
with professional bodies 
to enhance their quality of 
education.

Education Minister Dipu 
Moni acknowledged that 
their primary focus in the 
first decade was to ensure 
education for all. While 
admitting that achieving 
uniform education for all 
is challenging, she said 
significant efforts have 
been made in this regard.

“Our goal is to make 
education enjoyable,” she 
said.  

According to the 
education minister, the 
budgetary allocation for 
education has increased 
significantly. However, its 

current level is affected 
by mega projects. She 
emphasised that once the 
projects conclude, the 
education sector will be 
their top priority.

The discussion was 
presided over by UGC 
Chairman Professor Kazi 
Shahidullah. UGC Professor 
Md Abu Taher also spoke at 
the discussion. 

The uncle
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Syed Md Faizul Karim, 
Zaker Party’s Mizanur 
Rahman Bachchu, 
independent aspirants 
Kamrul Ahsan and Ali 
Hossain were declared 
valid.

Of the 146 nomination 
papers for the councillor 
posts, 134 were declared 
valid yesterday by the 
returning officer after the 
scrutiny.

At least 20 leaders of 
BNP and its associate 
bodies are running for the 
councillor posts.

However, Shah Aminul 
Islam Amin, joint convener 
of BNP’s ward 19 unit, 
withdrew from the mayoral 
race, following pressure 
from the party higher-ups. 

Family awareness
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for their identities and 
orientations. We have 
to go for gender-neutral 
parenting. A parent’s duties 
towards their children 
don’t just end after giving 
birth to them,” said Tania. 

“They (parents) must 
be taught how to nurture 
a child. There must be 
a comprehensive study 
on the gender-diverse 
population to get the real 
picture of the violation of 
rights faced by them,” he 
said.

Tamanna Rahman, 
member of the executive 
committee of Bandhu 
Social Welfare, said no 
society can go ahead 
leaving an entire 
community behind, rather, 

the one that progresses 
with participation from 
everyone is a balanced 
society. 

“We have been working 
for a long time on the issue. 
However, we need to ask 
ourselves how much we 
have achieved during this 
time,” she said.

Huma Khan, senior 
human rights advisor of the 
UN Resident Coordinators 
Office in Bangladesh, said 
the publication of the 
report was a praiseworthy 
initiative, as relevant data 
on this issue is rare. 

“It is important that we 
look for support within 
society, as it is crucial to 
reduce the violation of 
rights of the gender-diverse 
population,” said Huma. 

Hasina lauds
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a participatory and 
inclusive approach to 
universal health coverage” 
acknowledged the 
important role community 
clinics play in promoting 
primary healthcare, 
women’s empowerment, 
community engagement 
and mobilisation towards 
achieving universal access 
to health.

Hasina mentioned that 
Bangladesh can share 
its experience of the 
community clinics with 
other UN member states to 
ensure primary healthcare 

services in those countries.
She thanked the people 

of Bangladesh for giving 
her party (Awami League) 
a chance to remain 
in power since 2009, 
which resulted in this 
achievement.

Elaborating on the 
role of community clinics 
in achieving targets of 
ensuring primary health 
care, she said they played 
a crucial role in reducing 
child and maternal 
mortality rate, and women 
are also getting health 
services during their 
maternity period.
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Death anniv 
of Nurun Nabi
CITY DESK

Today is 
the 7th 
d e a t h 
anniver-
sary of 
A l h a j 
A K M 
Nurun Nabi, former 
president of editorial 
council of The Daily 
Financial Times, said a 
press release.

Nurun Nabi, a former 
district registrar and 
father of the daily’s 
Editor Anwarul Kabir 
Shahzada, died of a 
cardiac arrest at BSMMU 
on this day in 2016, aged 
78.

Qurankhwani and a 
doa mahfil will be held 
after the Juma prayers at 
Gopibagh graveyard, the 
release added.

A doa and milad 
mahfil will also be 
held today at Shah 
Saheb Bari Mosque, 
near his residence at 
Momenbagh after the 
Juma and Asr prayers, 
and at the mosque 
adjacent to his Nijpanua 
village residence in 
Chhagalnaiya, Feni after 
the Juma prayers.


