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GRAFT CASE

Former Rajuk chair 
appears in court on 
stretcher, gets bail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Appearing in court on a stretcher, Humayun 
Khadem, former chairman of Rajuk, yesterday 
secured bail till June 4 in a case filed over the 
allotment of government land in the name of 
individuals in the capital’s Gulshan.

Judge Md Iqbal Hossain of the Special Judge’s 
Court-5 of Dhaka passed the order.

During yesterday’s hearing, Humayun’s lawyer 
told the court that his client, was not in a position 
to appear before it earlier as he could not move 
without the help of others. The judge granted him 
bail till June 4, the next scheduled date.

US providing $250k 
as emergency relief
STAR REPORT

The US is providing $250,000 to assist Cyclone Mocha 
emergency relief efforts in the country’s most severely 
affected areas.

“The people of the United States stand with the people 
of Bangladesh and the Rohingya refugees affected by the 
cyclone,” US Ambassador Peter Haas said in a statement 
yesterday.

On May 14, Cyclone Mocha moved through the Bay 
of Bengal, making landfall in Myanmar and Bangladesh, 
affecting nearly half a million Bangladeshis living in 
coastal areas of south-eastern Bangladesh and almost one 
million Rohingyas in refugee camps, the statement said.

The storm was one of the strongest in recent years 
causing significant tidal surges, heavy rain, and wind speeds 
of up to 140 kilometres per hour in Bangladesh, resulting 
in widespread wind damage, flooding, and landslides.

Millions of children 
at risk: Unicef
UNB, Dhaka

The trail of destruction left by Cyclone Mocha in parts of 
Bangladesh and Myanmar is causing severe disruption to 
the lives of millions of vulnerable children and families, 
said Unicef yesterday.

Even as the worst of the storm has passed, the risk 
of landslides remains high. Further dangers, including 
waterborne diseases, will likely grow in the days ahead.

Cyclone Mocha hit the coastlines of Bangladesh and 
Myanmar on May 14, around 3:00pm local time, bringing 
heavy rainfall, storm surges, and strong winds.

“Some of the world’s most vulnerable children and 
families are, yet again, at the sharp end of a crisis they did 
not create,” said Unicef Executive Director Catherine Russell.

In Bangladesh, home to the world’s largest refugee 
camp in the coastal areas of Cox’s Bazar, one million 
Rohingyas faced the brunt of the heavy storms. Half of the 
population consists of children.

CYCLONE MOCHA NIKO GRAFT CASE

Khaleda files 
petition to scrap 
indictment order
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda 
Zia yesterday filed a 
revision petition with the 
High Court challenging 
a lower court order that 
framed charges against 
her and seven others in the Niko corruption case.

She submitted the petition through her lawyer 
Kayser Kamal, saying that the charges have been 
framed illegally. 

ACC filed the case on December 9, 2007, 
accusing Khaleda and several others of abusing 
power to award a gas exploration and extraction 
deal to Canadian company Niko when she was 
prime minister between 2001 and 2006.

To press home its 10-point demand, including holding the next polls under a non-party neutral caretaker 
government and to protest against the arrest and harassment of party leaders and activists in “false cases”, 
BNP held a rally in the capital’s Basabo area yesterday. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

POLLS TO 5 CITY CORPORATIONS

Azmat for ‘smart’ 
Gazipur, Zaida 
wants voter security
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With only eight days left for Gazipur City 
Corporation polls slated for May 25, mayoral 
and councillor aspirants spent a busy day in 
electioneering yesterday.

While conducting her electoral campaign, 
Zaida Khatun, an independent candidate and 
mother of suspended Gazipur mayor Zahangir 
Alam demanded level playing field and an 
assurance that people can cast their votes freely.

On the other hand, the ruling Awami League 
nominated candidate Azamat Ullah Khan alleged 
that the government’s allocation was not properly 
utilised during the previous mayor’s tenure and 
pledged to build a corruption-free Gazipur city.

He conducted campaign in Konabari, Bymile 
Quader Market, Kashimpur Jail Khana Road, and 
Nachhar market areas.

Later, Azmat addressed a public rally at 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Awami League 
forms polls 
committee in 
Barishal
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ruling Awami League 
yesterday formed a 
nine-member central 
coordination team for 
the June 12 Barishal City 
Corporation polls to work 
in favour of AL-nominated 
mayoral candidate Abul 
Khair Abdullah.

Khair Abdullah’s elder 
brother Abul Hasnat 
Abdullah, president of 
Barishal district AL and 
lawmaker from Barishal-1 
and a member of AL central 
working committee, has 
been made leader of the 
team.
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We want 
a fair 

election. 
Wherever we 
are going for 
campaign we 

are being barred 
and attacked. 

We want voters’ 
security.

ZAHANGIR ALAM 

Son of independent 
mayoral candidate 

Zaida Khatun   


