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health ministry to revise 
the price fixation rule for 
drugs and other medical 
products, he added.

According to sources, 
the health ministry will 
arrange a meeting of the 
“medicine price fixation 
committee” based on 
recommendation made at 
the meeting.

A summary of reports 
from the PMO and the 
Special Branch of Police, 
including a 17-point 
recommendation was 
also discussed in the 
meeting. This newspaper 
obtained a copy of the 
recommendations, which 
was annexed with a letter 
sent by the health ministry 
to DGDA on May 9. 

The recommendations 
highlighted weak 
market surveillance, raw 
material crisis due to the 
dollar price hike, and 
aggressive marketing by 
pharmaceutical companies. 
It included establishing 
DGDA’s authority to fix 
prices of all medicines in 
addition to the 117 essential 
medicines, increasing supply 
of high-demand medicines, 
reducing unnecessary 
packaging costs, etc.

“Stopping aggressive 
marketing is a policy-related 

issue... the ministry should 
take the lead in this regard. 
A proposal has been sent to 
the ministry a year ago,” said 
the DGDA director general. 

Humayun Kabir 
Bhuiyan, general secretary 
of Consumer Association 
of Bangladesh, also spoke. 

“The meeting was to 
discuss ways to reduce the 
price. However, no conclusive 
recommendations were 
made other than discussing 
the rising production cost,” 
he told The Daily Star.

Hasnat to lead AL polls
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AL Joint General Secretary 
AFM Bahauddin Nasim has 
been made coordinator 
and Organising Secretary 
Afzal Hossain the joint 
convener.

The six other members of 
the team are AL presidium 
members Jahangir Kabir 
Nanak, Abdur Rahman, 
Dr Shammi Ahmed, the 
party’s international 
affairs secretary Siddiqur 
Rahman, and members 
Golam Kabir Rabbani 
Chinu and Anisur Rahman.

Abul Khair Abdullah 
previously formed two 
electioneering committees 
to help him garner votes in 
the polls.

However, the incumbent 
mayor and Barishal city 
AL General Secretary 
Serniabat Sadiq Abdullah, 
who had also been vying 
for the party ticket, and his 
followers were not included 
in either committee.

Abul Hasnat Abdullah, 
who is father of Sadiq, was 
made the chief of one of the 
committees -- a 31-member 

advisory committee.
On May 8, Khair 

announced formation of 
the advisory committee 
during a press conference 
at his campaign office.

The other one -- a 
16-member election 
conducting committee -- 
was formed on April 28. 

Meanwhile, the Election 
Commission will scrutinise 
the nomination papers 
submitted by the mayoral 
and councillor aspirants 
today.

We all want fair 
polls: Menon
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People of the country will hold a fair election for 
their own interest, not at the behest of foreigners, 
said Workers Party President Rashed Khan Menon 
yesterday.

He was addressing the closing rally of the year-long 
programme, marking the party’s 50th anniversary.

He said, “When the elections came, conspiracies were 
hatched at home and abroad. The country’s people are 
worried about the upcoming elections. Foreign friends 
want free, fair and participatory elections. They are 
threatening in many ways. But we want to make it clear 
that we also want such elections.”

Menon said. “We want free and fair, participatory 
elections, but as in the past, the Workers Party will fight 
and resist any conspiracy to sabotage the election.”

Sayeed Khokon 
relieved of 
Tk 34.89cr 
embezzlement 
charges
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
relieved Dhaka South City 
Corporation former mayor 
Sayeed Khokon and six 
others from the charges 
of the case filed over 
embezzlement of Tk 34.89 
crore.

Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Rajesh 
Chowdhury passed the 
order, accepting the probe 
report filed with the court 
by the Police Bureau of 
Investigation in May 9.

PBI Inspector AZM 
Moniruzzaman said the 
charges against Sayeed 
Khokon and other accused 
were not found true.

On December 29, 2020, 
Delwar Hossain, president 
of Traders-Owners 
Association of Fulbaria 
City Supermarket-2 in the 
capital’s Gulistan, filed the 
case.

According to the case 
documents, Khokon and six 
others built shops, violating 
the main design of the 
market and allocated those.

Make SRHR
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Dr Md Shamsul Hoque, 
programme manager at 
the DGHS, said a major 
portion of rural people 
lack knowledge regarding 
SRHR issues and tools, 
which is also responsible 
for the increasing cases of 
early marriages. 

“The first place to learn 
from is family. Fathers 
should break the social 
stigma and contribute to 
making children aware 
of SRHR issues, said Dr 
Md Manjur Hossain, 
programme manager 
of adolescent and 
reproductive health, MCH- 
Services Unit, Directorate 
General of Family Planning.

DSCC to undertake
FROM PAGE 3

area with Tk 19.88 crore. 
There will be 1,968-foot 
walkways, 2,155 feet bicycle 
lanes, 60,000 square 
feet of greeneries, two 
amphitheaters, a staircase, 
a play zone for children, 
four fountains and kiosks.

“Dholaikhal reservoir is 
a lung of the Old Dhaka. 
The current situation of 
this place will be changed 
within the next year and 
a more beautiful and 
greener environment than 
Hatirjheel will be created,” 

he said.
The mayor also 

mentioned the plan to 
build an open stage where 
cultural practices could 
take place. 

“We will remove and 
transfer the sewage 
connections tied to this 
spot so that the water 
remains uncontaminated. 
Besides, we will 
permanently remove the 
sediments accumulated 
here and harvest rainwater 
during the monsoon,” he 
added.

Community
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Bangladesh to the United 
Nations in New York 
Ambassador Muhammad 
Abdul Muhith introduced 
the resolution in the 
General Assembly.

The resolution, the first 
of its kind in the United 
Nations or the World Health 
Organization, was co-
sponsored by 70 countries.

On behalf of the 
Bangladesh Permanent 
Mission in New York, the 
resolution was facilitated by 
Md Monwar Hossain, deputy 
permanent representative.

Azmat for
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Tetultala intersection, 
where he said, “I want to 
transform Gazipur into 
a corruption-free city. I 
want to transform it into a 
planned city.”

Zaida campaigned 
at various places 
along the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway, 
Gazipur Chowrasta and 
Banglabazar areas. Her son 
Zahangir and supporters 
accompanied her.

At that time, Zahangir 
said, “We want a fair 
election. Wherever we are 
going for campaign we are 
being barred and attacked. 
We want voters’ security.”

Meanwhile, Gazi 
Ataur Rahman, mayoral 
candidate of Islami 
Andolon Bangladesh, 
announced his election 
manifesto yesterday.

His 34-point manifesto 
prioritises a corruption-
free Gazipur city, formation 
of pollution control board, 
rehabilitation of hawkers 
and women-friendly public 
transports and formation 
of zakat fund.
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As part of a newly-launched campaign, Dhaka North City Corporation brings 
out a procession in Mirpur-1 yesterday. DNCC will now work with members of 
national cadet corps and scouts to raise awareness on dengue. PHOTO: COLLECTED


