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Danger of dengue outbreak
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breeding source 
management which is 
important to control 
Aedes mosquitoes on 
both household and 
organisational levels. 
“Raising awareness is also 
necessary.”

“City corporations can 
use Novaluron tablets 
at places where it is 
not possible to remove 
stagnant water sources, 
such as under construction 
buildings,” he added. 

Entomologist GM Saifur 
Rahman of National 
University said steps taken 
by the city corporations 
are not nearly enough to 
control the population of 
Aedes mosquitoes.

He also suggested 
involving all the relevant 
government organisations 
to get better results instead 
of depending only on 
city corporations and the 
health directorate. 

“Surveillance is an 
important aspect, in 
which we are lagging. It is 
also important to know 
the types of active viruses 
based on their locations 
to take proper control 
measures,” he added.

Brig Gen Md Zobaidur 
Rahman, chief health 
officer of Dhaka North 
City Corporation, said they 
are continuing their anti-
mosquito drive around the 
year.

“We are mainly focusing 
on the cleaning activities. 
We are also emphasising 
awareness campaigns. We 
plan to purchase Bti following 
the USA’s experience of 
biologically controlling 
mosquitoes,” Zobaidur said.

Bacillus thuringiensis 
(subspecies israelensis), 
also known as Bti, is used as 
a larvicide to kill mosquito 
larvae before they can grow 
into adult mosquitoes.

Dr Fazle Shamsul 

Kabir, chief health officer 
of Dhaka South City 
Corporation, said since 
the beginning of this year, 
they have been conducting 
awareness campaigns 
in every DSCC ward and 
plan to extend them in 
educational institutions as 
well. 

“We are also conducting 
our regular anti-mosquito 
drives,” he added.

Kabir said they will 
hold an advocacy meeting 
involving all stakeholders, 
such as Rajuk and REHAB 
on August 23.

“We are also issuing 
letters to all the 
organisations asking 
them to destroy mosquito 
breeding sources at their 
houses or quarters. We 
will conduct mobile court 
drives strictly from June 
and take action against 
those responsible if we 
find Aedes mosquitoes or 
larvae,” he added.

Homecoming day
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most of his family members 
on August 15 in 1975 and 
his two daughters -- Sheikh 
Hasina and Sheikh Rehana 
-- luckily escaped as they 
were abroad.

In a national council 
session of the Awami 
League on February 14-16, 
1981, Hasina was elected 
party president.

“I have returned 
to the country not to 
become a leader of the 
Awami League, rather 
to participate in the 
struggle for freedom 

by staying beside the 
people,” said the Awami 
League president in a 
heart touching reception 
awarded by nearly 1.5 
million people at the 
airport after her return on 
May 17, 1981.

On the occasion, various 
organisations, including 
the ruling Awami League 
and its associate bodies, 
will arrange different 
programmes. 

Doa and prayers will 
also be offered at mosques, 
temples, churches and 
pagodas to mark the day. 

DSCC most corruption-free
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Saat Masjid Road, Taposh 
clarified that trees are only 
felled when there are no 
alternative options. 

The removal of trees 
on this road was carried 
out to facilitate the 
implementation of a 
scientifically designed road 
layout, he claimed.

He refuted allegations of 
536 trees being cut, calling 
for accurate information 
and discouraging baseless 
blames. Going forward, 
the mayor assured that no 
more large trees will be 
planted in road medians.

Taposh also addressed 
waste management, stating 
that significant progress 
has been made in this area 
over the past three years. 

He highlighted 
the construction 
and development of 
infrastructure at 136 
locations, at a cost of Tk 225 
crore, funded by the DSCC 
itself. This initiative aimed 
to mitigate waterlogging, 
resulting in a significant 
reduction of flood during 
rainfall. 

The mayor stressed that 
reducing waterlogging 
has been a top priority, 

preventing around 70 
percent of the city from 
being flooded.

Taposh announced the 
recovery of over 34 acres of 
land, valued at more than 
Tk 3,100 crore, through 
numerous eviction drives 
in the last three years. 

Illegal occupants of 
Maisha Canal in Sutrapur for 
80 years, Roy Saheb Bazar 
crossing for three decades, 
DSCC parking space in 
Laxmibazar for two decades, 
and Dhalpur Cleaner Colony 
for four decades have been 
successfully evicted by the 
DSCC, he said.

No alternative
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ahead of the national 
elections. 

“The Digital Security 
Act is so oppressive that 
no solution can be reached 
even by amending it. The 
only solution is to repeal 
it,” Iftekharuzzaman said.

He said journalists are 
playing a brave role to 
convey information to the 
masses and create public 
awareness by risking their 
lives.

He urged the 
government, media owners 
and related stakeholders 
to ensure that the media 
workers can continue 
playing this role in building 
a corruption-free and 
well-governed country. 
He also urged to ensure 
an environment suitable 
for the media to work 
independently, health 
security, regular salary, 
emergency allowances 
and other benefits to 
journalists.

RAC President 
Ahammad Foyez, its 
general secretary Jemosn 
Mahbub and TIB Director 
for Outreach and 
Communication Sheikh 
Manjur-E-Alam also 
addressed the programme. 

Withdrawal
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maybe she [PM] didn’t get 
the proper protocol during 
her recent tours abroad 
that prompted her to take 
the move as a protest or as 
a revenge,” the BNP leader 
observed.
‘PM’S COMMENT ON 

POLLS-TIME GOVT 

IRRELEVANT’

Fakhrul also turned down 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s comment on the 
formation of the polls-time 
government with the current 
parliament members as BNP 
wants a non-party neutral 
caretaker government.

The BNP leader said they 
have been repeatedly saying 
that the next elections must 
be held under a caretaker 
government.

“It’s immaterial whether 
or not they (AL) form the 
election-time government. 
It doesn’t matter to us. We 
want a non-party-neutral 
government. We don’t want 
to see any partisan people 
there,” he said.

Community inclusion
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sending their kids to work, 
money is occasionally 
offered to the family 
as well,” said the state 
minister.

“Unfortunately, it 
will not be possible to 
completely eradicate child 
labour by the end of 2025. 
Most likely, we may not 
achieve this ambition until 
2030,” she added.

Emma Brigham, 
deputy representative 
of Unicef Bangladesh, 
said, “Unfortunately, far 
too many children are 
deprived of their rights. 

Children should enjoy the 
life of the child, outside the 
workforce.”

“Bangladesh has come a 
long way in reducing child 
labour over the last several 
decades. However, in the 
last year, the progress 
slowed down due to the 
pandemic. It is necessary to 
invest in social workforce, 
labour inspection, effective 
social protection measures, 
and strong enforcement of 
existing policies.” 

Md Ehsan-E-Elahi, 
secretary of the Ministry of 
Labour and Employment, 
also spoke at the event. 
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Not foreigners
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Quader said, “Fakhrul has 
a belief that the western 
countries would help him 
and his party BNP to come 
to the power.”

As a result, the BNP 
leaders are frequently 
lobbying with their 
foreign allies and lodging 
complaints, Quader said.

Awami League has no 
connection with this, he 
said.

Postponed 
SSC exams 
to be held on 
May 27-28
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The SSC examinations, 
which were scheduled 
for May 14 and 15, will be 
held on May 27 and 28, 
respectively.

     Secondary and Higher 
Secondary Education 
Board issued a notification 
in this regard yesterday.

Education Minister 
Dipu Moni on Monday said 
the postponed SSC and 
equivalent examinations will 
be held after the theoretical 
examinations end on May 23.

We are facing
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his innocence, Zahangir 
claimed that no one had 
accurately presented the 
facts to the PM.  “Despite 
my repeated attempts, 
I could not speak to the 
prime minister or the party 
general secretary for even 
two minutes,” he said.

He said even though all 
of his deeds while serving 
as mayor were legal, he was 
wrongfully suspended.

He requested central AL 
leaders to stop threatening 
his supporters by using 
muscle power or law 
enforcers. 


