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with the assistance of the 
higher authorities to avoid 
being arrested and then re-
joined after receiving the go-
ahead from the CID report.
THE FINAL REPORT

In the final report, CID 
mentioned that after his 
release, Mustakim first 
went to Chattogram 
General Hospital for 
treatment, where the on-
duty doctors suggested 
him go to Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital.

The report stated 
Mustakim said he did 
not go to CMCH fearing 
further police harassment. 
However, he submitted 
an outdoor patient ticket 
with the case documents, 
proving otherwise. Besides, 
Mustakim alleged that the 
OC kicked his mother at 
CMCH during the protest, 
which the CID report said 
was also not true.

Bangladesh Human 
Rights Foundation (BHRF) 
is providing legal support 
to Mustakim in court.

Advocate Zia Habib 
Ahasan of BHRF said, 
“According to the law, the 
complainant should be 
informed before any agency 
submits a final report. But 
in this case, he was not 
informed.”

Mustakim could not be 
contacted for comments 
despite repeated attempts.

Star awards two best
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Of them, two best write-
ups were selected by a 
jury board, which were 
later published in the 
newspaper’s special 
supplement of Law & Our 
Rights on December 9 last 
year.

At the event, Editor and 
Publisher of The Daily Star 
Mahfuz Anam handed 
over certificates to the 
participants. 

“I have the highest 
respect for law. It is a very 
vital subject as it involved 
in every aspect of our life,” 
he said.

To the participants, 
Mahfuz Anam said, “You 
must think about yourself, 
in which country you were 
born, at which historic 
era, at what culture you 
were born, and what is 
the heritage that you 
inherited.”

“Your dream, your desire 
to evolve and your ambition 
is important to fulfil your 
potential,” he added. “So 
you have to decide what 
you want to be.”

Emraan Azad, in charge 
of the Law Desk at The 
Daily Star, moderated the 
programme.

Polls code
FROM PAGE 5

legal action against those 
who continue to violate 
the rules by running 
campaigns.

In response to the 
warning, Anwaruzzaman 
stated that his campaign 
cell had not yet started 
their electoral campaign, 
and they had not printed 
any leaflets. He claimed 
that some supporters were 
running campaigns using 
the boat symbol and he 
would address the issue 
internally.

Babul claimed to be 
unaware of electoral rules 
and stated that he had not 
yet received the cautionary 
letter from the EC. 

On the other hand, 
Mahmudul said to the best 
of his understanding, they 
were not violating electoral 
rules, as the leaflets he 
distributed were only 
intended as introductory 
materials to familiarise 
people with his candidacy.

Syed Kamal Hossain, staff 
officer (media relations) of 
the EC in Sylhet, confirmed 
that the RO had issued 
a warning letter to all 
mayoral candidates. He 
said the assistant returning 
officers were monitoring 
the situation on the field 
and would soon take legal 
action against any violation.

The land belongs
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ownership before the HC 
by suppressing fact of his 
losing a legal battle in 
the court of settlement 
in a case over the same 
property, said Deputy 
Attorney General Kazi 
Mynul Hassan.

Details of the SC order 
could not be known as its 
full text was not released 
yet.

On November 21 last 
year, the HC delivered 
verdict after holding 
hearing on two petitions 
filed by Abed Khan and the 
government.

DAG Mynul Hassan said 
the owners of the land left 
the country in 1972 and the 
then government took the 
possession of the land as an 
abandoned property.

Journalists Abed Khan, 
Toab Khan and eight 
others filed a case with 
the first settlement court 
claiming the ownership of 
the land in 1989. Abed and 
his brother said their father 
Abdul Hakim Khan had 
purchased the land.

The court delivered the 

verdict in 1992 and rejected 
their claims.

At a stage of the legal 
battle, a man named S 
Nehal lodged a case with 
the court in 1996 claiming 
the land’s ownership. 
Interestingly, S Nehal 
mentioned 1987 as the year 
of filing of the application 
in the case.

The court delivered the 
verdict in 1997 in favour of 
S Nehal, DAG Kazi Mynul 
Hassan said.

Abed filed a petition with 
the HC in 2015 for releasing 
the land from the list of 
abandoned properties in 
his favour. In the petition, 
Abed suppressed the 
information of the first 
settlement court verdict.

The suppression of fact 
appeared to the HC as 
fraud and fined Abed Tk 
10,000.

The government filed 
a petition with the HC in 
2018 challenging the 1997 
verdict delivered by the 
court, DAG Mynul said, 
adding that the HC then 
delivered the verdict in 
favour of the government.

It may disrupt smooth
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Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (UNESCAP) 
on “Accelerating Climate 
Action in Asia and the 
Pacific for Sustainable 
Development” held in 
Bangkok, Thailand.

She said Bangladesh has 
been hosting 1.2 million 
forcibly displaced Myanmar 
nationals.

“Their overdue 
presence not only 
poses a serious security 
threat but also triggers 
a severe environmental 
degradation,” she said.

She reiterated her call 
to take concerted efforts 
to send them back to their 
homes in Myanmar.

Hasina put forward four 
proposals for UNESCAP for 
the betterment of the world 
to face the climate change.

The proposals include 
adequate finance for 
c l i m a t e - v u l n e r a b l e 
developing countries, 
making trade facilitation 
measures, digital trade and 

IT-enabled services available 
in the developing countries 
and strengthening sub-
regional cooperation.

Hasina mentioned that 
Bangladesh is one of the 
most climate-vulnerable 
countries in the world 
although its contribution 
to global emission is very 
negligible.

“Our development 
programmes, therefore, 
focus on addressing 
c l i m a t e - r e s i l i e n t 
development efforts,” she 
told the conference.

She mentioned that the 
government has adopted 
the “Bangladesh Delta Plan 
2100”, a 100-year strategic 
plan, for achieving a 
safe, climate-resilient 
prosperous delta.

“Let us join our hands 
together to consolidate 
our partnership to fight 
against the perilous threats 
of Climate Change and 
make the world a safer and 
better place for our future 
generation,” she said.

He tarnished
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chairman was quoted as 
saying.

According to the 
letter, the chairman 
said, “Everything is done 
bypassing the board. Dhaka 
Wasa is not functioning 
as per the Dhaka Wasa 
Act-1996. As a result, the 
board cannot enforce its 
authority.”

Dhaka Wasa Sramik 
Union President Tasadduk 
Hossain and Engineers 
Association President Waz 
Uddin Wazed confirmed 
that they sent the letter to 
the ministry.

Abdur Rab Miah, 
president of Dhaka Wasa 
Diploma Engineers 
Association, declined to 
comment on the matter. 

Contacted, Mostofa 
said, “None of the officials 
and employees of Wasa 
suffered damages due to 
my remarks. I believe no 
one from the agency filed 
the complaint against me 
on their own. They did it 
under pressure.” 

On October 30 last 
year, a section of the 
Wasa staff complained 
to the local government 
ministry against Mostafa, 
alleging that the chairman 
meddled in the daily and 
administrative affairs of 
Wasa.
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