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ZAHANGIR’S SUSPENSION

HC defers verdict 
for 4th time
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday for the fourth time deferred 
the delivery of its verdict till May 28 on the petition 
that challenged the legality of the government’s 
action to suspend Mohammad Zahangir Alam from 
Gazipur City Corporation mayoral office. Justice 
Zafar Ahmed and Justice Md Bashir Ullah was 
scheduled to deliver order yesterday. 

The bench deferred it after Zahangir’s lawyer 
prayed for adjournment. On November 25, 2021, 
Zahangir was expelled from Awami League for 
making derogatory comments on Liberation War 
martyrs. 

He was also suspended from the mayor post.

Woman killed, 
60 shanties 
gutted in fire
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A woman was burnt to 
death and 60 shanties 
were gutted in a fire at a 
slum at Chattogram city’s 
Bahaddarhat Ek Kilometre 
area yesterday morning.

The deceased is Hasina 
Begum, 55. 

A firefighter -- Md 
Ibrahim -- was injured while 
trying to douse the blaze, 
said Bahar Uddin, senior 
station officer of Kalurghat 
Fire Station. He was given 
primary treatment, said the 
officer.

The fire originated from 
the leak of gas cylinder in 
the slum around 10:05am, 
said Bahar Uddin. Four 
firefighting units doused 
the blaze around 11:45am.

No gas in Ctg for 2 days
Situation may improve today, to normalise within a week
MOHAMMAD SUMAN, Ctg

Gas supply has been suspended 
in Chattogram’s residential areas, 
filling stations, and industries for two 
consecutive days, causing significant 
sufferings to city dwellers. 

Many people have been forced to 
buy food from restaurants due to 
the crisis, while some have resorted 
to buying alternative kitchen items 
such as gas cylinders, kerosene, and 
induction stoves, which are being 
sold at higher prices.

The gas crisis was caused by 
the suspension of gas supply from 
two floating LNG terminals at 
Maheshkhali in Cox’s Bazar since 
11:00pm on Friday due to Cyclone 
Mocha. 

State Minister for Power, Energy, 
and Mineral Resources Nasrul Hamid 
said it may take 12 to 15 days to start 
LNG supply, but gas distribution 
officials have announced that 
residential customers in Chattogram 

will receive gas to a limited extent 
from midnight on Monday.

According to the Karnaphuli 
Gas Distribution Company Limited 
(KGDCL), gas supply to the filling 

station and industry was stopped 
from 6:00am on Saturday, while 
residential customers received gas 
till Saturday evening, although the 
gas pressure was low. 

However, gas supply to the 
residential sector was completely 
stopped from Sunday morning.

KGDCL has announced that it 
may take 6/7 days to normalise the 
supply, and many residents have 
reported difficulties in finding 
kerosene stoves or induction cookers 
in the markets. 

Besides, gas supply has remained 
suspended at all CNG pumps and 
filling stations in the city since 
Saturday morning, resulting in a 
decrease in the number of vehicles 
on the roads.

Aminur Rahman, general 
manager (Marketing-North Division) 
of KGDCL, said they expect to resume 
NLG supply by Monday evening and 
that gas supply will return to normal 
within a week.

Gas supply to the 
filling station 

and industry was 
stopped from 

6:00am on Saturday, 
while residential 

customers received 
gas till Saturday 

evening, although 
the gas pressure was 

low. Supply to the 
residential sector 

was completely 
stopped from Sunday 

morning.

Many people have been forced to buy food from 
restaurants as gas supply remains suspended in 
Chattogram. Meanwhile, a CNG driver fills his vehicle 
with octane at a filling station due to unavailability 
of gas. The city has been facing an acute gas crisis 
for the past two days, caused by the suspension 
of supply from the two floating LNG terminals at 
Maheshkhali due to the cyclone Mocha. The photos 
were taken yesterday. PHOTO: COLLECTED, STAR

SYLHET CITY POLLS

JP VC Yahya show 
caused for seeking 
vote for AL candidate
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Jatiya Party yesterday show-caused former 
parliamentarian and its central vice chairman Yahya 
Chowdhury for supporting Awami League mayoral 
candidate in Sylhet City Corporation elections.

The notice was signed by JP central office secretary-2 
MA Razzak Khan on behalf of the party chairman and 
secretary general.

The notice stated that Yahya appeared on the stage 
at a meeting in support of AL’s nominated candidate 
on May 12.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

250 families evicted 
from port city hills

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chattogram District Administration 
yesterday evicted 100 families who are 
living at the foot of the hills with 
great risk of landslide in port 
city’s Lalkhan Bazar area.

With the latest 
eviction, a total of 250 
families have been 
evicted since Saturday 
night from Akbarshah 
and Lalkhan Bazar 
areas.

According to DC 
office, the families have 
been taken to temporary 
shelters. 

Senior Executive Magistrate 
and NDC of Ctg district administration 
Md Towhidul Islam said, “We conducted 
the eviction drive in Moti Jharna and 
Batali Hill areas and evacuated 100 
families. Despite the threat of cyclone, 

they did not shift to save themselves so 
we launched the drive.”

“We have also identified 50 to 60 
illegal establishments which are very 

vulnerable to landslide. We asked 
the local councillor to take 

steps,” he added. 
Fire service and police 

assisted the drive.
A s s i s t a n t 

Commissioner (Land) 
Bakalia Circle Jamiul 
Hiqma said, “A school 
has been set up by 

cutting down the hill 
in Mati Jharna. We 

have learned that a case 
filed by the Department of 

Environment is now under trial.”
Around 170 people died in massive 

landslides in June 2017 in Chattogram, 
Rangamati and Bandarban districts, 
disconnecting regional communication 
for days. SEE PAGE 4 COL 5


