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Ex-DIG 
Mizan pleads 
not guilty in 
graft case
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Suspended deputy 
inspector general of police 
Mizanur Rahman pleaded 
not guilty after a Dhaka 
court yesterday read out the 
charges from the statements 
of 27 prosecution witnesses, 
including the complainant 
of a graft case filed against 
him.

Mizan’s nephew 
Mahmudul Hasan, a 
suspended sub-inspector 
of police, and his brother 
Mahbubur Rahman, 
now on bail, also claimed 
innocence and sought 
acquittal of the charges.

They told the court that 
they would submit written 
self-defence statements 
before the next scheduled 
date. Mizan’s wife Sohelia 
Anar Ratna has been 
absconding since the case 
was filed against her.

Judge Monjurul Imam 
of Special Judge’s Court-6 
of Dhaka then fixed May 
24 for arguments from the 
prosecution.

On June 24 of 2019, 
ACC filed the case with its 
Integrated District Office in 
Dhaka against Mizan and 
three others on charges of 
amassing over Tk 3 crore 
beyond known sources of 
income.

Govt prepares list to conserve 
endangered plant species

Says environment minister
UNB, Dhaka

Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Minister Md Shahab Uddin 
yesterday said the government has 
prepared a list of 1,000 plants of 
which 394 are endangered, with the 
aim of strengthening conservation 
and management activities of various 
species of plant in the country.

He said these while speaking as the 
chief guest at a workshop titled “Final 
Dissemination Workshop on National 
Red List of Plants” organised at the 
Forest Department.

He said according to the results of 

the Red List Assessment, out of 1,000 
plant species, 8 are primarily extinct, 
5 are critically endangered, 127 are 
endangered, 262 are vulnerable, 69 
are near threatened, 271 are of least 
concern and 258 plant species have 
been identified as data deficient.

The minister directed the officials 
to take urgent steps to conserve the 
critically endangered species of the 
country -- Bashpata, Triaus Orchid, 
Chalmugra and Bamon Khejur. 

He said to preserve the endangered 
species of plants, these plants should 
be included in the afforestation 
programme.

18 more get 
hospitalised 
with dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 18 patients were 
hospitalised with dengue 
in the last 24 hours till 
yesterday morning.

With the new ones, the 
total number of dengue 
cases this year rose to 
1,243, according to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services.

Some 96 dengue patients 
are still undergoing 
treatment at hospitals 
across the country.

The total number of 
deaths in dengue was 281 
last year while the total 
number of cases was 62,382. 
Experts continue to urge 
the authorities to conduct 
extensive drives identifying 
clusters of Aedes mosquitoes 
as soon as possible.

250 families
FROM PAGE 5

In the aftermath of the 
2007 massive landslide in 
Chattogram, that claimed 
127 lives, a high-powered 
committee formed by 
the government made 36 
recommendations including 
rehabilitating the families 
permanently to safer places.

The authorities, 
including district 
administration and 
City Corporation, could 
not comply with the 
recommendations even 12 
years after the tragedy.HC issues rule over marriage

FROM PAGE 3

In the petition, they said the 
Hindu Marriage Women’s 
Right to Separation and 
Maintenance Act, 1946 was 
enacted under the British 
regime and is still in force 

in Bangladesh. But this 
act does not allow divorce, 
maintenance in a proper 
way, and right or entitlement 
to marital property during 
the subsistence of the 
marriage or after being 

separated, or after death. 
Therefore, the act is not 
comprehensive at all.

Though our 
constitution guarantees 
rights for everybody, Hindu 
women are one of the most 
vulnerable and deprived 
groups in the country, they 
noted in the petition.

Hindu Law of 
Inheritance in Bangladesh, 
predominantly Dayabhaga, 
excludes daughters, 
wives, and mothers from 
such rights, which is 
inconsistent with articles 
27, 28, 31, 42, and 19(2) of 
the constitution and is 
without lawful authority.

According to the appeal, 
Bangladesh’s customary 
Hindu Law discriminates 
between son and daughter, 
men and women, husband 
and wife, father and 

mother in inheriting 
property, which violates 
the constitution.

Pulack Ghatack, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Hindu Law Reform 
Council, said depriving 
half of a population to 
inherit parental property, 
just because they are 
women, is inhuman and 
anti-constitutional. At the 
same time, allowing men 
to marry as many as they 
wish without allowing 
their former wives to get 
divorced is inhumane. 

“Marriage registration 
is pertinent to ensure 
all other rights under a 
marital system,” he added

Lawyers ZI Khan 
Panna, Syeda Nasrin, SM 
Rezaul Karim and Md 
Shahinuzzaman appeared 
for the petitioners. 

Vehicle
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increased by 30 percent 
at the import and 
manufacturing level due 
to a sharp rise in the 
dollar exchange rate, they 
increased it by 10 percent at 
the customer level. But many 
customers find the price 
hike difficult, he added.

At the rural level, 
dealers used to sell bikes 
to customers on credit but 
in the current economic 
situation, they are facing 
delays to get the money 
back from customers. And 
so, re-finance by dealers 
reduced and subsequently, 
sales also reduced, he said.

Besides, he also 
informed that “negative 
publicity” centering on 
bikes’ involvement in road 
crashes discouraged many 
to buy the two-wheelers.

A total of 16,695 cars 
(1,391 cars per month) got 
registered in 2022, while 
3,540 cars (885 cars per 
month) got registered in 
the first four months of this 
year.

Contacted, Md Habib 
Ullah Dawn, president of 
Bangladesh Reconditioned 
Vehicles Importers and 
Dealers Association 
(BARVIDA), cited the dollar 
crisis and devaluation of 
money against the dollar 
as the reasons behind the 
situation. Importers could 
not open LC (letters of 
credit) to import cars due 
to a shortage of dollars, so 
many showrooms did not 
have cars, he said.

Moreover, the sharp rise 
in the dollar exchange rate 
caused a hike in vehicles 
price by 30 percent, he said 
adding, “All these factors 
caused a sharp fall in 
vehicle sales.”

He said vehicle sales 
dropped by 50 to 60 percent 
in the last eight months.

JP VC Yahya show
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In the meeting, JP leader 
addressed the audience 
and sought vote for the 
AL candidate while the JP 
nominated a candidate for 
the election.

The notice read that 
such activity is clearly a 
violation of party discipline 
and interests, and the 
respondent should show 
cause in seven working 
days.

This correspondent 
could not contact Yahya 
for comment as his mobile 
phone was switched off.

On May 12 evening, 
Yahya was present in a 
meeting organised by 

Awami League supporters 
at the Jherjheripara area in 
Sylhet City.

In the meeting, the 
former parliamentarian 
of Sylhet-2 constituency 
(Osmaninagar-Balaganj) 
spoke and sought votes 
for AL-nominated mayoral 
candidate Anwaruzzaman 
Chowdhury.

JP has nominated 
Nazrul Islam Babul as their 
mayoral candidate in the 
elections.

Notably, Yahya is a 
resident of Jherjheripara 
area and Anwaruzzaman 
Chowdhury originally hails 
from the constituency where 
he was a parliamentarian.

Not your regular
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gang for stealing cows. The 
price of the stolen cow was 
then fixed, depending on 
its size and weight, with the 
gang charging Tk 20,000 
to Tk 40,000 less than the 
market price.

Jakir would contact the 
butchers soon after a cow 
was stolen from a cowshed, 
and the cow would be 
handed over to the highest 
price-giving butcher. The 
gang operated quickly, 
taking only five to eight 
minutes to steal a cow, and 
were well-trained in the art. 

They also collected fake 
tax receipts from syndicate 
members in the cattle 
market to show if they were 
stopped by law enforcement.

The gang operated 

in three groups to steal 
cows from the market. 
One group kept an eye on 
people buying big cows, 
another group watched 
for abandoned cows, while 
the third group acted as 
buyers and sellers to fool 
the market authorities.

DC Mashiur Rahman of 
the Lalbagh division police 
confirmed to The Daily Star 
yesterday that the gang had 
stolen at least 3,000 cows 
in the last ten years. 

While Jakir is the 
leader of the gang, the 
masterminds behind the 
operation are the butchers 
themselves. 

The police are now 
conducting a drive to arrest 
the absconding butchers, 
Mamun and Sohel, he added.
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Nasiruddin 
Ahmed passes 
away
STAR REPORT

Nasiruddin 
A h m e d , 
a former 
director of 
E a s t l a n d 
I n s u r a nce 
C o m p a n y 
Limited, died yesterday at 
Evercare Hospital Dhaka, 
aged 90, said a press 
release.  

He left behind his 
wife, four daughters, 
grandchildren and a host of 
relatives and well-wishers 
to mourn his death.

He retired as the general 
manager of Mitsui & 
Company in the late ‘70s. 
He was also associated with 
several social organisations. 
Ahmed is the eldest brother 
of Mahbubur Rahman, 
president, International 
Chamber of Commerce- 
Bangladesh.

Nasiruddin’s namaz-e-
janaza will be held today at 
Ramna Thana Jame Masjid 
after the Zohr prayers. 
Later, he will be buried in 
Banani graveyard.   
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Phuli Begum, 55, collects left-over paddy from a field in Khulna’s Dumuria village 
after harvest. She collects 6-7 kilos of rice seeds from morning till evening every 
day, some of which she keeps to feed her family and sells the rest to millers. The 
photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


