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Israel, Gaza
militants trade

cross-border fire

Seven Palestinians killed

AFP, Gaza City

Israel and Gaza militants traded cross-border fire

yesterday, renewing deadly violence a day after
strikes killed 15 people in the Palestinian territory.

Israeli

Smoke billowed from the densely-populated Palestinian
territory after Israel announced it was targeting rocket
launching infrastructure held by Islamic Jihad militants.

Gaza’s health ministry said seven people were killed in

the airstrikes.

The Israeli military said sirens warning of incoming fire
blared in communities close to the border, including the

city of Ashkelon.

The latest violence comes a day after Israeli strikes on
Gaza killed three top Islamic Jihad militants and 12 others,
including four children, according to a health ministry toll.

Israel’s military said yesterday’s strikes included firing
on militants “who were travelling to a rocket launch site

in the city of Khan Yunis” in southern Gaza.
Islamic Jihad had vowed Tuesday to retaliate, with
Israel warning its residents near the border to stay near
bomb shelters.
The senior Islamic Jihad operatives killed were named
as Jihad Ghannam, Khalil al-Bahtini and Tareq Ezzedine.

Although based in Gaza, the latter was a militant

leader

in West Bank. Earlier yesterday, Israeli troops raided the
West Bank town of Qabatiya, killing two people who the

army accused of firing at soldiers.

The Palestinian health ministry identified the two men
as Ahmed Jamal Tawfiq Assaf, 19, and Rani Walid Ahmed

Qatanat, 24.

The Israeli military said troops detained one person
during the raid, when soldiers were shot at from a vehicle.
“The soldiers responded with live fire toward the two

assailants and killed them,” the army said.

Israel has occupied the West Bank since the Six-Day War
0f 1967 and its forces regularly operate in Palestinian cities.

The Gaza violence this week is the worst since a

three-

day escalation in August killed 49 Palestinians, with no

Israeli fatalities.

Following Tuesday’s air strikes, Egypt, a longtime
mediator in Gaza, warned that such actions “inflame the

situation in a way that could get out of control”.

The Arab League yesterday condemned the “aggressive

(and) barbaric Israeli raids on the Gaza Strip,

which

targeted civilians, children and women in residential

neighbourhoods”.

Battles
shake

Sudan’s

Smoke hillows from a Radio Pakistan building next to a burnt vehicle after it was set afire by the supporters
of Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan during a protest against his arrest, in Peshawar, Pakistan

yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

‘Deeply concerned’

Say Asean leaders on Myanmar violence, seek
inclusive environment for talks

REUTERS, Labuan Bajo
Southeast Asian leaders meeting
in Indonesia yesterday called for
an immediate end to violence in
military-ruled Myanmar,inaneffort
to create a window for dialogue and
the delivery of humanitarian aid as
fighting intensifies.

The Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (Asean) summit was
expected to see wrangling over
Myanmar’s bloody crisis, with
patience wearing thin as its junta
demonstrates no intent to pursue a
peace plan agreed with the regional
bloc after it seized power in a 2021
coup.

“We were deeply concerned with
ongoing violence in Myanmar and
urged the immediate cessation of
all forms of violence and the use
of force,” the leaders said in a joint
statement.

Leaders called for “a conducive
environment for the safe and timely
delivery of humanitarian assistance

and inclusive national dialogues.”

The meeting in the sleepy
Indonesian fishing town is being
held as Myanmar’s military
intensifies attacks and air strikes
on resistance forces and ethnic
minority rebels as it tries (o
consolidate power ahead of a
planned election.

It also comes days after unknown
assailants shot at a convoy of
regional diplomats in Myanmar
that was delivering supplies to some
of the more than 1 million people
displaced by conflict.

Indonesian  President  Joko
Widodo, the current Asean chair,

Trump sexually abused writer

Finds a NY jury, orders him to pay her $5m in damages;
ex-president rejects the verdict as a ‘disgrace’

earlier called for the bloc to speak
up as one about the challenges it
faces in the region. “Will Asean
only be silent or will Asean be able
to become the driver or peace or
growth?”, he said.

Asean, which has a policy of
non-interference in its members
affairs, has become increasingly
assertive with Myanmar’s junta
over its failure to implement a five-
point peace “consensus” that its
top general agreed to with Asean a
few months after his coup sparked
chaos.

“Malaysia is disappointed that
there continues to be a lack of
meaningful and real progress in
the implementation of the 5PC,”
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim said on the sidelines of the
summit.

Myanmar’s junta leaders are
currently barred from attending
high-level meetings until they
execute the peace plan, which
includes ceasing hostilities.

GRAIN DEAL
DELAY

Russia
exploiting

Biden to host
Modi for state
visit on June 22

REUTERS,
Washington

US President Joe
Biden will host
Indian Prime
Minister Narenda
Modi for an
official state visit on June 22, the White House
said yesterday. “President Joe Biden and First Lady
Jill Biden will host Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of the Republic of India for an Official State Visit
to the United States, which will include a state
dinner, on June 22, 2023. The upcoming visit will
affirm the deep and close partnership between
the United States and India and the warm bonds
of family and friendship that link Americans and
Indians together,” announced Press Secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre in a statement.

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

BJP bids to retain
power in Karnataka

AFP, Bengaluru

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi faced a key
test yesterday as the only southern state where his
Hindu nationalist BJP party holds power went to
the polls a year before national elections. The BJP
has applied its muscular brand of Hindu politics
to Karnataka as it attempts to make further
inroads in the south of the country of 1.4 billion
people, where other parties have long held sway.
Last year, the government banned the hijab in
Karnataka government schools, stoking sectarian
tensions. Results from the state election are due
on Saturday. Karnataka’s most recent election in
2018 saw the BJP emerge as the top vote-getter but
fall short of securing a ruling majority in the state.

ARAB SUMMIT
Syria’s Assad receives
Saudi invitation

AFP, Damascus

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad received an
invitation to next week’s Arab summit in Saudi
Arabia, the presidency said yesterday, the first such
invitation since the country’s war began. The pan-
Arab body had suspended Damascus in November
2011 over its crackdown on protests which began
carlier that year and which spiralled into a war
that has killed more than 500,000 people,
displaced millions and battered the country’s
infrastructure and industry. On Sunday, the Arab
League welcomed back Syria’s government.

capital
WEFP warns 2.5m

more expected to
fall into hunger

REUTERS, Khartoum
Fighting in Sudan’s capital
escalated yesterday with
fierce clashes and air
strikes, witnesses said, as
delegations of rival military
factions continued talks
in Saudi Arabia aimed at
securing a ceasefire and
humanitarian relief.

Residents reported
ground battles in several
neighbourhoods of

Khartoum between the
army and the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces (RSF),
as well as heavy gunfire in
the north of Omdurman
and the east of Bahri, two
adjacent cities separated
from Khartoum by the Nile.

Since Tuesday, the army
has been pounding targets
across the three cities as it
tries to root out RSF forces
that have taken control of
large residential areas and
strategic sites since early in
the conflict that erupted on

April 15.

“There’s been heavy
air strikes and RPG fire
since 6.30 am.”, said

Ahmed, a resident of the
Bahri neighbourhood of
Shambat. “We’re lying on
the ground and there are
people living near us who
ran to the Nile to protect
themselves.”

The UN World Food
Programme said yesterday
that up to 2.5 million more
Sudanese were expected
to fall into hunger in the
coming months because
of the current conflict,
raising the number of
people suffering acute food
insecurity to 19 million.

AFP, New York
A New York jury found Donald
Trump liable Tuesday for sexually
abusing and  defaming
an  American former
magazine  columnist
and ordered the ex-
president to pay
her $5 million in
damages.
The
jurors rejected
E.  Jean Carroll’s
accusation of rape
but unanimously upheld
her other complaints in
the closely watched civil trial,

nine

over a string of sexual assault
allegations dating back decades -
and the former leader immediately
rejected the verdict as a “disgrace.”
Carroll, 79, sued Trump
last year, alleging that
he raped her in the
changing room of
the luxury Bergdorf
Goodman store on
Manhattan’s  Fifth
Avenue in 1996.
The former
columnist for FElle
magarine also claimed
that Trump defamed
her when he called her “a
complete con job” after she went

following less than three hours of  public with the allegation in 2019.

deliberations.
It marks the first time Trump
has faced legal consequences
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Trump, the 76-year-old
frontrunner for the Republican
nomination in  next year’s
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presidential election, called her
case a “hoax” and “a lie.”

The jury determined that
Carroll had proved sexual abuse --
effectively sexual contact without
consent — by a preponderance of
the evidence and awarded her $2
million.

The six men and three women
on the jury also said Trump should
pay Carroll nearly $3 million for
defamation.

Following the verdict, Carroll
left the federal court smiling but
did not speak to reporters.

Trump slammed the outcome
on his social media platform Truth
Social. “I have absolutely no idea
who thiswomanis,” he wrote, using
all capital letters. “This verdict is a
disgrace -- a continuation of the
greatest witch hunt of all time.”
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Migrants attempt to cross the Rio Grande river into the US from Matamoros, state of Tamaulipas, Mexico on
Tuesday night. The US will officially end its 40-month Covid-19 emergency today, also discarding the Title 42

law, a tool that has been used to prevent millions of migrants from entering the country.

PHOTO: AFP

hunger
Say US, UK

AFP, Washington
The United States and
Britain on Tuesday pressed
Russia to extend again a
deal to export Ukrainian
grain, accusing Moscow of
exploiting global hunger
for advantage in the war.
The Black Sea Grain
Initiative, in place since
July after diplomacy by
the United Nations and
Turkey, allows the export
by port of Ukrainian grain,
helping ease shortages
and resulting price spikes
triggered by  Russia’s
invasion of the breadbasket

nation.
But Russia has not
committed to a third

renewal before the deal
expires on May 18.

“In recent days, Russia
has once again returned
to blocking ships [rom
sailing to Ukraine’s ports
to pick up the grain, in a
cynical action that directly
results in less food getting
to global markets and to
human beings in Africa,
the Middle East and around
the world,” US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken told
reporters.

“The world shouldn’t
need to remind Moscow
every few weeks to stop
using people’s  hunger
as a weapon in their war
against Ukraine,” he said.

British Secretary
James Cleverly, speaking
alongside Blinken, said

Russia “should re-sign the
Black Sea Green Initiative
and do so immediately.”

“It is completely wrong
that Russia uses the
hunger of some of the
poorest people in the world
to pursue leverage during
this contflict,” Cleverly said.
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