
CITY  
GAZIPUR CITY POLLS

Candidates get 
symbols, start 
campaigns
STAR REPORT

Candidates of Gazipur City Corporation election 
kicked off their formal campaign after they were 
allocated electoral symbols yesterday.

Returning Officer Faridul Islam allocated 
the symbols to eight mayoral candidates at a 
programme in the city’s Banga Taj Auditorium.

Awami League candidate Azamat Ullah Khan 
got the “boat” symbol while main opposition 
Jatiya Party’s MM Niaz Uddin got “plough”.

Gono Front’s Atiqul Islam got “fish”, Islami 
Andolon Bangladesh’s Gazi Ataur Rahman got 
“Hand Fan” and Zaker Party’s Raju Ahmed “Rose”.

Independent candidate Zaida Khatun, mother 
of Gazipur’s suspended mayor Zahangir Alam, got 
“table clock”. Another independent candidate Sarker 
Shahnur Islam got “elephant”. Another independent 
candidate Harun ur Rashid got “horse” symbol.

Besides, symbols were allocated to 239 
candidates for general councillor posts and 77 
candidates for reserved women seats.
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DOUBLE MURDER

Main accused 
arrested in 
Cox’s Bazar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

Detectives yesterday 
arrested a man in Cox’s 
Bazar’s Chakaria in a case 
filed for killing two youths 
in port city’s Pahartoli the 
night before.

Md Ilias, 45, from 
Sagarika, is the main 
accused in the murder 
case, said Ali Hossain, 
deputy commissioner of 
CMP’s detective branch.

On Monday night, Ilias 
called two rival groups of 
local youths at Sagarika for 
a “meeting”. “At one stage, 
both the groups started 
attacking each other with 
knives,” Hossain said.

Amid the commotion, 
two youths -- Md Masum, 
30, and Md Sabuj, 20 -- were 
stabbed to death, he said.

Former JMB 
commander 
jailed for 20yrs
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

A Chattogram court 
yesterday sentenced a 
former commander of 
banned militant outfit 
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen 
Bangladesh (JMB) to 20 
years imprisonment in 
two cases filed over the 
Explosives Substances Act 
and the Anti-Terrorism Act.

The convict is Ershad 
Hossain alias Mamun.

Judge of the Chattogram 
Additional Session Judge 
Court-4, Shariful Alam 
Bhuiya passed the verdict.

Police arrested Ershad 
from a house in Akbarshah 
area and seized some 
explosives, bomb-making 
materials and some books 
from his possession on 
March 23, 2015.

Sudden erosion by the Jamuna river has washed away 
many homesteads at Tangail’s Nagarpur upazila.
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JAMUNA EROSION

Homes lost, 
families displaced
MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Erosion by the Jamuna has hit riverside villages in 
Tangail’s Nagarpur upazila hard.

The worst affected areas are Balarampur in Dhuburia 
union, Nishchitpur in Doptior union and Khash 
Ghunipara in Solimabad union.

Many families of the villages have already lost their 
homes to the river while others have shifted to other 
places.

Besides, local roads, culvert, other structures and vast 
tracks of croplands in the affected areas have also been 
devoured by the river, they said.

Local administration, however, assured them of taking 
necessary steps in this regard.

During a visit, this correspondent saw that in the face 
of erosion, several families, including those who lived in 
concrete houses in the worst affected Balarampur village 
under Dhuburia union were shifting to other places.

Ramjan Sheikh, Rashida Begum and Moazzem Hossain 
from Balarampur said almost all of the villagers are now 
in panic as the river might devour their homes. 

On the other hand, Balarampur Government Primary 
School near the riverside will soon go underwater if 
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Four members of 
Jama’atul Ansar 
held in Sylhet
Arrestees include its 
recruiting wing chief
STAR REPORT

Rapid Action Battalion claimed to have arrested four 
members of a newly-surfaced militant group Jama’atul 
Ansar Fil Hindal Sharqiya, including its Dawah 
(invitation) wing chief, from Sylhet.

The arrestees are Abdullah Maimun, Dawah wing 
chief, Md Abu Zafar alias Zafar Tahan, Md Akhtar Kazi 
alias Sayeed, and Salauddin Razzaq Molla.

A former member of Ansar AL Islam and a close 
associate of the outfit’s absconding top leader Major 
(sacked) Ziaul Haque, Maimun, 34, arranged Tk 15 lakh 
from Ansar AL Islam for Jama’atul Hindal at the initial 
days of its formation.

Maimun who hails from Sylhet’s Dakshin Surma 
area also arranged around Tk 50 lakh for Jama’atul 
Ansar from several expatriate Bangladeshis. In every 
three to four months, he used to manage Tk 30 to 
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Secular values 
key to achieve 
gender equality
Speakers tell event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at an event yesterday stressed the 
importance of raising a generation that is both 
non-communal and cognisant of discrimination 
to achieve gender equality.

They also addressed the importance of youth in 
raising awareness and shaping public opinion in 
the fight against intolerance and violence. 

The seminar, titled “ Democratic and Secular 
Values   in Establishing Gender Equality and Co- 
Citizenship”, was organised by Bangladesh Nari 
Progati Sangha (BNPS) in Dhaka University’s RC 
Majumdar Auditorium.  

Professor AI Mahbub Uddin Ahmed said, “Since 
we were raised with patriarchal ideals and taught 
to respect authority figures, we ignore the values 
of democracy. Because of this, the mentality of 
accepting the participatory representation of the 
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New outfit, fresh strategy
Militant group was planning a tripartite alliance, says CTTC

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

Jama’atul Ansar Fil Hindal Sharqiya, 
a relatively new militant outfit, was 
planning to recruit the Neo JMB 
leaders and members, utilising their 
links with another militant outfit 
Ansar Al Islam.

The plans were made following 
a meeting in Dhaka’s Hatirjheel, 
according to investigators at 
the Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime (CTTC) unit.

Sakib Bin Kamal, IT and media 
wing chief of Sharqiya, was 
responsible for recruiting new 
members from the Islamic State (IS)-
inspired outfit Neo JMB.

Sakib was given the responsibility 
as he has a strong connection with 
some former leaders of Neo JMB, 
including Saifullah Ozaki and Gazi 
Sohan. Sakib even met and held 
several meetings with Ozaki, who 
recruited members for the IS from 
Bangladesh and sent them to Syria. 
Ozaki is currently in a jail in the Iraqi 
Kurdistan city.

Jama’atul Ansar’s plan was to 
get connected with the modern 
technology experts, who earlier 

joined Neo JMB but now remain idle 
as most of its leaders got arrested. 
Sakib was working on translating 
their Jihadi manuals into English 
and making video tutorials for their 
social media and YouTube channels. 
The investigators disclosed the 

findings with The Daily Star 
yesterday, after interrogating Sakib.

SM Nazmul Hoque, the deputy 
commissioner of the CTTC unit, 
said, “We got some information from 
Sakib and are currently verifying it.”

Sakib, now in jail, was arrested by 

CTTC on April 24 in the capital.
According to investigators, Sakib 

was inspired to join a militant outfit 
through one Yeasin while he was 
a student at a private university 
in 2008. Yeasin completed 
his graduation in mechanical 
engineering from England.

He had a good connection with 
Aminul Islam Beg, a former regional 
coordinator of the banned militant 
outfit JMB, said investigators, citing 
their findings.

Sakib was a teacher at a private 
school in 2010 and 2011, which 
was shut down by the district 
administration on November 7, 
2017, for connections with militant 
outfits.

Beg and Sakib were earlier 
arrested by the police’s detective 
branch on May 25, 2015. At the 
time, police claimed that they were 
members of the IS. Prior to his arrest, 
Sakib paid for a youth named Gazi 
Sohan to travel to Syria to join the IS 
by giving him Tk 1 lakh in 2014. 

Ozaki and Aminul managed a 
Turkish visa for Sohan and received 
him in Ankara upon his arrival. 

Their plan was to get 
connected with the 
modern technology 
experts, who earlier 

joined Neo JMB but now 
remain idle as most of 

its leaders got arrested. 
Sakib was working on 

translating their Jihadi 
manuals into English and 

making video tutorials 
for their social media and 

YouTube channels.
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