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People suller
as bridge lies

incomplete

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Brindarghat bridge construction work, connecting
and
Sagarnal union over Juri river, has been abandoned
after completing only 32 percent of the work.

Locals were baffled when representatives of the
assigned firm “M/s Monir Traders” -- a company based
in Bhola - suddenly packed up and left the project site

Moulvibazar’'s Kapnapahar

without an explanation a year ago.

According to the Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED), Tk 4.38 crore were allocated for
the project. It started on September 14, 2021, and was
supposed to be completed within March last year.

M/s Monir Traders is owned by the Bhola
municipality mayor and district Jubo League president

Md Moniruzzaman.

Kapnapahar tea garden, Kashinagar, Botnighat,
Patilasangan, Chugiabari, and Nayagram areas are
located across the river and five to six thousand people
from these areas travel by boat every day for various

purposes.

Furthermore, more

located across the river.

Dipankar Yadav, a resident of Kapnapahar area, said
four to five accidents occur every year while crossing
the river by boat at Brindarghat. Recently, two boats
carrying school students capsized. “If the bridge were
completed in time, they would not have to face such

risks,” he added.

LGED upazila engineer Nani Gopal Das informed
that the LGED district office has sent several letters to
the contractor to complete the work of the bridge.

“But the contracting company is not resuming the
work citing various excuses. Only 32 percent of the
bridge has been completed,” he said.

than 300
Kapnapahar area go to Patilasangan High School

Kashinagar of

students of
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‘Choshma Pora Hanuman’

Exposed electric lines pushing Phayre’s

Leal Monkey

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

The lush forests of Moulvibazar in
Bangladesh are home to a variety
of wildlife, including the rare and
endangered Phayre’s Leal Monkey.
Itis also known as the Indochinese
Silvered Langur, a species of
primate found in Southeast
Asia. It is known for its striking
appearance, with black fur, white
fur around the eyes, and a unique
tuft of white hair on its forehead. In
Bangla, they are called “Choshma
Pora Hanuman”, as they appear
as if they are wearing spectacles.
The body is usually 55 to 65 cm
long, and the tail length is about
65 to 80 cm. They are considered
endangered due to habitat loss and
hunting.

In Moulvibazar of Bangladesh,
they face an additional threat
- electrocution from uncovered
cables in the Lathitila Reserve
“ that runs through

this 5,630,40 acre

protected forest. Along
that route, a rural
energy transmission
line has been installed.
There have been no extra
precautions taken to
safeguard wild animals
from electrocution.

If the electric lines
running through the
forest had a specific
rubber cover, wildlife
would not have died.

There is a road

REZAUL KARIM CHOWDHURY
Former divisional forest officer

-

Forest. Many of these innocent
creatures  have  died from
electrocution  recently, putting
the very biodiversity of the area at
stake.

In thisreport, this correspondent
has delved deeper into the issue,
exploring the plight of the Phayre’s
Leaf Monkey and the urgent need
for action to save this endangered
species from extinction.

The discovery of a Phayre’s
Leaf Monkey cub crying beside
its deceased mother  on the
beside a roadside canal on April
7 was a heart-wrenching sight for
locals in the area. The incident,
however, is not an isolated one,
and it highlights the plight of
these endangered primates. Local
wildlife activist Khurshed Alam has
expressed deep concern over the
recurring deaths of these monkeys
due to electrocution in the forest.

“These animals survive only
with a little effort,” he said.

He explained that Phayre’s Leaf
Monkeys like to stay in groups,
which can consist of up to 19
members, with multiple females
and males. The males keep the
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further towards extinction

group under control, and each
group usually includes 3 to 6 female
monkeys with children and elderly
members. The female monkeys
never leave the group, but if the
male is an adult, it creates a new
team. “Thus they keep the genetic
traits between themselves,” he said.

According to Alam, deforestation
has depleted the monkeys” sources
of food, such as various fruits,
leaves, and flowers, pushing them
to the brink of extinction. Phayre’s
Leaf Monkeys usually roam the
treetops in search of food. But
shrinking food sources has forced
them to come down on land and
get exposed to the uncovered
cables lying carelessly everywhere
around the forest.

Rezaul  Karim  Chowdhury,
former divisional forest officer
of the Forest Department’s

Wildlife Management and Nature
Conservation Department, stated,
“There is a road that runs through
this 5,6830,40 acre protected
forest. Along that route, a rural
energy transmission line has been
installed.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Amidst soaring sugar prices, the beloved cup of tea still remains a daily necessity for many Bangladeshis.
This tea seller adjusts his prices, reflecting the harsh reality of the recent sugar price hike. With steaming pots
and a whiteboard displaying updated tea prices, tea sellers like him continue to serve their loyal customers.
This photo was taken from the Khulna New Market area yesterday.
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Sherpur farmer
killed over land
dispute

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A farmer was Kkilled and
five others were injured
over the harvesting of boro
paddy on a disputed land
in Sherpur’s Nakla upazila
yesterday morning.

The  deceased  was
identified as Ali Hossain,
50, of Char Basanti village
in Nakla, confirmed police.

Quoting locals, Riyad
Mahmud, officer-in-charge
of Nakla Police Station, said
when Ali Hossain went to
harvest boro paddy on a
disputed piece of land, Idris
Ali and his men rushed
to the spot and asked Ali
Hossain to stop harvesting,
leading to an altercation
around 8.00am. At
one stage, both groups
engaged in a clash with
sharp weapons, ultimately
resulting in the casualty.

Ali died on the spot
while the wounded were
taken to Nakla Upazila
Health Complex. Two
critically injured - Shukkur
Ali, 40, and Khokon Mia,
25 were later referred
to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital, said the
OC.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and
recovered Ali Hossain’s
body, which has been sent
to the Sherpur General
Hospital ~ morgue  for
autopsy.

Police detained Idris Ali,
55, Hanufa Begum, 50, and
Sultan Mia, 50, for their
alleged involvement in the
killing.

Bangladeshi
dies in Poland
car crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

An expatriate Bangladeshi
died and three others were
injured in a road accident
in Poland on Thursday.

The deceased is Al
Amin, 25, of Jashore’s
Sharsha upazila, confirmed
his younger brother Md
Abdullah and local union
parishad chairman Altaf
Hossain.

The injured are also
Bangladeshi nationals,
although their identities
could not be confirmed as

of filing this report.
The incident happened
around 11:00am  local

time in Poland after the
driver lost control of their
vehicle. This caused the
vehicle to overturn, leaving
Amin dead on the spot, aid
Abdullah.

A BRIDGE INCOMPLETE, A COMMUNITY
STRANDED... For over a year, the abandoned
Brindarghat Bridge in Moulvibazar has left

the locals in perilous conditions, forcing them

to cross the treacherous Juri River by boat.

The bridge, expected to connect thousands of
locals to nearby areas, remains only 32 percent
complete, while the contractor firm, owned by

an influential politician, has failed to deliver.
Despite numerous warnings from authorities, the
contractor firm’s negligence has put the lives of
thousands of people at risk, leaving them with no
option but to brave the dangerous river every day.
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BHASANI UNIVERSITY
Four teachers
appointed against
two vacant posts

positions,

committees.

January 23.
University
sources said the
authorities on
May 25 last year
issued a circular

technology department.

department.
Mohammod Johirul

The authorities of Mawlana Bhasani Science
and Technology University (MBSTU) in Tangail
appointed four teachers against two vacant
ignoring the recruitment circular
and recommendations of academic planning

The allegations were made after MBSTU Vice
Chancellor Md Forhad Hossain appointed them
through the 229th regent board meeting on

The allegations
were made after

Islam,

MBSTU Vice
Chancellor Md

for recruiting Forhad Hossain

two assistant appointed them
professors”,  along h h th
with other posts, through the
in the pharmacy 229th regent
department  and  board meeting on
the  biochemistry January 23.
and molecular

However, the MBSTU authorities overlooked the
circular and appointed four assistant professors,
through the last regent board meeting with VC
Forhad Hossain in the chair.

The Daily Star contacted several members
of academic planning committees for these
two departments and found that they also
recommended one assistant professor in each

chairman of
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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Exclusive

3-Bedroom Apartments

Call: 16687
01713046689

01711426855
01711694343

at Bashundhara |

Near 300 Feet Avenue

Asset Developments & Holdings Ltd
91 Gulshan Avenue
www.asset.com.bd
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