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Wahidur’s
death anniv

STAR REPORT

Today is the

10th  death
3nn1versar)ff R of
educationist -
Md Wahidur
Rahman, -
said a press release.
Graduated in Chemical
Engineering, Wahidur

was born on December
13 in 1941 at Sandweep
in Chittagong. He served
in various capacities in

Ammunitions Research
and  Development  for
Bangladesh Army.

Special prayers will be
offered at his East Rampura
home secking eternal
peace of the departed soul.

People suffer

FROM PAGE 5

Contacted, contractor
Moniruzzaman said the
work would resume within
the next week.

“We had to stop our
work due to the sudden
price hike of construction
materials,” he said.

Ahmed Abdullah,
executive  engineer  of
Moulvibazar LGED, said
if the work does not start
quickly he will take action
to cancel the work order of
the contractor.

“They will also be fined.
The work will be completed
by calling for new tenders
and  appointing  new
contractors,” he added.

DHALESWARI RIVER

Illegal sand lifting
poses erosion threat

MIRZA SHAKIL

Illegal sand extraction from Dhaleswari
Sadar
Charabari area has put riverside villages
and an important bridge connecting
several char unionsin danger of erosion.
The sand extraction is allegedly
being carried out by a local influential
quarter, despite being a punishable
offence under the Sand Quarry and Soil
Management Act of 2010.
dump
engaged in sand and soil transportation
are causing the dilapidation of rural

river in Tangail

Meanwhile, heavy

roads and accidents.
Sumon Dewan,

Md Rafiqul

administration’s
enforce the rule.”

a former union
parishad chairman, is
influential group to illegally extract sand
close to Charabari Bridge, alleged locals.
Islam,
engineer of the Local Government and
Engineering Department in Tangail,
said sand lifting and cutting of soil
within 100 metres of the Charabari
bridge are prohibited. “It is the local
responsibility

Igbal Ahmed, incumbent chairman

upazila’s

chairman

trucks

leading an

executive

Tangail
to

investigation.

of Katulee Union Parishad, said he
sought the deputy

commissioner’s

intervention in this regard.

The issue took a violent turn when
sand traders -- led by Sumon Dewan
and Azad Dewan - attacked three,
including Abbas Ali, a former vice-
of Tangail Sadar upazila

parishad, who has been protesting the
illegal sand lifting.

“The administration needs to take
immediate action,” said Abbas.

However, Sumon claimed that locals
had carried out the attack as Abbas and
his “cohorts” were extorting them.
UNO Ranuara
said they will take action after an

Khatun

KarlMarxstill For those in need or those in power?

FROM PAGE 3
everyday.

critics have argued
that Marx’s ideas are
Eurocentric, his writings
after 1871 demonstrate his
engagement with issues
in Russia, Latin America,

While some

Africa, and the Indian
subcontinent.
However,  Dattagupta

also criticised the proposal
accepted at the 3rd World
Congressof the Communist
International (Comintern)
in 1921, which called
for communist parties
worldwide to be modeled
after the Communist Party
of Russia. He said leftist
parties should be formed
based on local thinking,
tradition, and culture, and
to better understand the
pulse of the societies they
are seeking to serve.

Bhanudev  Dutta, a
veteran leader of the
Communist Party of India
and a historian, delivered
a keynote speech at a
seminar on the topic of
how Marx, Engels, and
The Communist Manifesto
were first introduced in
Bangla.

Georgia Senate lauds Bangladesh

FROM PAGE 3

resolution was adopted
unanimously in the Georgia
State Senate following the
initiative of Senator Sheikh
Rahman for the last two
years. “We thank all the
people’s  representatives
of Georgia for passing a
resolution praising the

ongoing development
of  Bangladesh  under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,”
said the foreign minister.

A resolution (SR 426)
adopted by the Georgia
State Senate on March
29, marking the S5lst
anniversary of Bangladesh’s

independence, praised
Bangladesh’s  remarkable
progress and humanity in
various fields, including
its remarkable economic
development, said the
release.  The resolution,
tabled by State Senator
Sheikh Rahman (Democrat),
said: “For more than a

decade, Bangladesh has
been able to maintain its
position among the fastest
growing countries of the
world and this economic
growth isnot only benefiting
the people of Bangladesh
but also contributing to
peace, progress and regional
prosperity.”

FROM PAGE 3
Contacted, DSCC
spokesperson Abu

Naser claimed that the
authorities have a policy
that outlines the criteria for
the allocation of funds.
Only those who meet the
requirements are eligible to
receive the funds, he said.
“Nobody was given the
fund going beyond the
policy. Those who received
the funds were eligible,” he
added.
WHAT EXPERTS SAY
Talking to The Daily
Star, Executive Director
of Transparency
International  Bangladesh

(TIB) Iftekharuzzaman
said, “Even if it may be in
the mayor’s discretion to
use this fund, since it is
taxpayers’ money, which
under all circumstances can
only be used in the public
interest. It is a governance
failure that there are no
specific guidelines to ensure
its proper use.”

“If the fund has been
used to ‘help’ nepotistically
selected well-off persons
depriving the needy, it is
an example of abuse of
power to serve personal
interests. The alleged use of
the fund to serve partisan
political interest is also

questionable.”

“If appropriate
mechanisms cannot be
established to  prevent

the use of public money
in a transparent and
accountable manner, there
should be no provision of
such allocation. Anyone

can have unrestricted
authority to use any
amount  of  personal

income for such purposes
but not even a penny of
the taxpayers’ money.
The failure to distinguish
between what is public
and what is personal is
unfortunate,” said the TIB
executive director.

Choshma Pora Hanuman

FROM PAGE 5
“There have been no extra
precautions  taken  to

safeguard wild animals from
electrocution. If the electric
lines running through the
forest had a specific rubber
cover, wildlife would not
have died.”

Md Rumizzaman, the
beat officer and in-charge
of Lathitila forest, reported
that three Phayre’s Leaf
Monkeys died in the last
two months after coming
into contact with electric
wires in the reserved forest.
“Thisisascary stat,” he said.
“If they continue to die in
this way, the almost extinct
animals will disappear for
good,” he added.

AKM Ashraful Huda,
AGM of Barlekha Zonal
Office of Pally Bidyut, said

the forest department has
sent a letter urging to cover
the electric lines in the
Lathitala reserved forest.

The design has been
sent to the head office for
construction, but Huda
does not know exactly
when will the electric lines
be covered.

Environmentalist
Kamrul Hasan Noman, a
member of the Patharia
Wildlife Conservation
Team, added that various
types of wild animals live in
the Lathitila forest, if they
continue to die, everything
will soon be lost. “It is
necessary to take necessary
measures to protect them,”
he stressed.

Meanwhile, the forest
department has set up
a “canopy bridge” in the

forest for the movement
of various wild animals,
including Phayre’s Leaf
Monkeys. Although locals
saw a group crossing the
bridge a few days ago, it
is not enough to protect
them, he added.

Flectrocuted

FROM PAGE 3
Tower in Tongi’s Sataish
Sharif Market area. The
clectrocution left him dead
on the spot.

Shah Alam, officer-in-
charge of Tongi Paschim
Police Station, said they
brought the body to the
police station after being
informed of the incident.

Actions will be taken
after an investigation in
this regard, the OC added.

e

Canadian High Commissioner to Bangladesh Dr Lilly Nicholls posing for a photograph with the students and

teachers after visiting Canadian International School Bangladesh (CISB) on May 4. Mohammad Kamal Uddin,
chairman of CISB; Janice Smells, principal; and Angela Dark, counsellor and senior trade commissioner, High
Gommission of Canada in Bangladesh, were also present on the occasion.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

New building to be built in Bangabazar

FROM PAGE 3
During that time, the
owners association
objected to constructing
the  market  building
without rehabilitating
the  shopkeepers. The
shopkeepers ~ went o
court and filed several writ
petitions in this regard.
However, the court
was in favour of the
construction of the new
building. And so, the shop
was demolished and the
construction work began.

DSCC Spokesperson Abu
Naser told The Daily Star
that in 2016, the tender was
prepared after completing
the floor designs up to the
sixth floor.

“Now, the number of
floors and shop sizes need
to be decided again. We also
need to think about whether
we want to build the market
according to the previous
design. All these issues will
be decided during a meeting
with all the stakeholders,
scheduled to be held next

week,” said Naser.
Representatives of
Bangabazar Shop Owners
Association,  Bangladesh
Shop Owners Association,
FBCCI, DCCI and MCCI will
participate in the meeting.
The decision-makers will
prepare a new design and
start the construction by
calling for tender, he added.

Jahirul Islam, acting
general  secretary  of
Bangabazar Complex

Shop Owners Association,
told The Daily Star that a

meeting will be held next
week regarding the issue
of constructing a new
building in Bangabazar.
“Shops will be allocated
in the new building as per
the market law of the city
corporation. However,
as the new building will
increase the number of
shops, we demand that after
the allocating shops to the
shop owners affected in the
recent fire, the remaining
shops be given to the
affected traders,” he added.

Four teachers appointed against two vacant

FROM PAGE 5
the  biochemistry and
molecular technology

department, also a member
of the academic planning
committee, acknowledged
the fact, but refused to
reply to further queries,
saying, “I’s a matter of
the higher authorities. The
regent board and the vice
chancellor are responsible
for the recruitment
process.”

Chair of the pharmacy
department Prof Mizanur
Rahman said, “The
university administration
appointed two teachers in
our department, although
we recommended one
appointment.”

He said the selection
board might have
recommended recruiting
two teachers, which was
later approved by the
regent board.

When asked if the
authorities can do so,
he refused to comment,

saying, “The administration
know better...”

The Daily Star obtained
some documents, signed
by the university registrar,
which show that the
selection board for the
biochemistry department
recommended the
recruitment on October 25
last year. The board for the
pharmacy department did
the same on January 21,
just a day before the regent
board meeting.

Later on February 4,
the university authorities
issued them appointment
letters.

“The recruitment
was done violating the
university act. We are
embarrassed over the
matter,” said Prof Md
Masuder Rahman, general
secretary  of  MBSTU
Teachers Association.

He said, “We met the VC
on behalf of all teachers and
asked why the authorities
did so, ignoring the circular

and the said departments’
recommendations.  They
said it would not happen
again,” said the professor.

“We will hold a meeting
and keep protesting the
move,” said Prof Masuder.

A regent board member,
seeking anonymity, said,
“When the proposal was
placed, a few members
questioned thedecisionand
expressed  dissatisfaction
over it. The VC himself
placed it for approval. But
we kept asking why they
would appoint four against
two posts.”

Quoting the VC, he said,
“The decision was taken
following the selection
board’s recommendation.
We went on appointing
additional  teachers as
we found more qualified
candidates  during the
selection process.”

“An external member
in the meeting also raised
questions...,” the member
told The Daily Star.

Registrar Prof Touhidul
Islam refused to comment
on the issue.

Contacted, VC Forhad
Hossain said, “We should
have followed the circular
and appointed one teacher
against one post...”

“There are inadequate
teachers in those
departments. As we got
some qualified candidates,
the  external  teachers
in the selection board
recommended appointing
them. Besides, the teachers
we appointed are more
qualified than we expected.
So, there was no scope
of nepotism or any other
irregularities in the
appointments,” the VC said.

When asked how the
authorities appointed
four  teachers ignoring
the circular and the
departments’  suggestions,
Prof Forhad said, “The regent
board will decide whether
it's ethical or not. I don’t
want to comment on it.”
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