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“I'hey laundered
Tk 46¢r thru MFS’

CID files case against 10 businessmen, Saudi expat

SHARIFUL ISLAM

Ten businessmen and shop owners, and a
Saudi expatriate laundered over Tk 46.02
crore abroad through a Chattogram-based
bKash distribution house, mostly to pay
for various goods they imported illegally,
finds a CID investigation.

The accused businessmen used to
import different goods and paid for them
by laundering money through a bKash
distribution house -- Al Quader and
Company, as mentioned in a case filed
with Kotwali Police Station in Chattogram
by the Criminal Investigation Department
(CID) on Wednesday.

CID Inspector KM Rakibul Huda of the
Financial Crime Unit filed the case against
the businessmen, the Saudi expatriate,
the proprietor of the distribution house
and a staffer after he found evidence of
money laundering during the primary
investigation.

The accused are -- Khandaker Ashfaq
Hossain Qaderi, proprietor of the bKash
distributor house; his employee Sushanta
Nath; Jalal Hossain; Abdullah Al Noman,
steal sheet importer; Shimul Uddin,
memory card trader; Atiqur Rahman and
Rashedul Haque alias Russel, both owners
of two mobile phone stores at Bashundhara

Three killed
by lightning

strikes

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Narsingdi

Lightning strikes killed
three people in Raipur,
Shibpur, and  Belabo
upazilas  of  Narsingdi
yesterday.

City Shopping Complex in Dhaka; Md
Sajib, mobile phone, iPad and MacBook
trader; businessmen Shikder Bani Amin;
Merajul Islam; Kamrul Hasan Majumder;
Abu Khayer Nayan, hardware and tools
importer from Dhaka’s Nababganj; Harun,
a Saudi expatriate; and distribution house
Al Quader and Company.

The CID inspector also found evidence
of money laundering against Ibrahim,
owner of Ibrahim Trading. However, he
was not made accused in the case as he
already passed away.

In the case statement, the IO said
analysing the transactions of Al Quader
and Company’s seven accounts with
scheduled banks, it was found that
between February 10, 2019, and September
14 last year, Tk 1,083 crore was deposited
and withdrawn.

“The money was supposed (o be
deposited through an e-money transaction
between the bKash distribution company
and its agents. Al Quader and Company’s
jurisdiction area was Chattogram’s
Chawkbazar and Kotwali police station
areas. However, it was found that the money
was deposited by different individuals and
institutions from different parts of the
country,” read the case statement.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

‘Selling fake notes
on social media’

Member of note forgery syndicate held

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

In Raipura, Afran Ahad,

17, son of Jalal Uddin, and
Rana Ahmed, 20, son of
Bachhed Mia, were Kkilled
after being struck by
lightning.

Shimon Ahmed, 17, son
of Nashu Mia, of the same
area was injured in the
incident.

Locals said three friends
were returning home after
picking up mangoes from a
neighbour’s trees when the
lightning struck them.

In  Belabo upazila,
Rehena Begum, 45, of Char
Lakshmipur village was
killed by lightning strike.

PRAYER &
TIMING iTN3d
MAY 5 QV/

Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 415 12-30 5-00 6-34 8-00
JAMAAT 4-50 1-15 515 6-38 8-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

With advertisements on social
media, [ake note forgery syndicates
are selling fake currency, assuring
their clients that the notes cannot
be detected by a blank eye.

The syndicates claimed that the
notes were printed on best quality
Indian papers with watermarks.
Upon placing demands, the
syndicates made arrangements
for home delivery and a cash-on-
delivery method of payment.

For 1 lakh fake notes of Tk
1,000, the syndicate charged Tk
12,000. Meanwhile, for the same
number of Tk 500 notes it’s Tk
14,000, for Tk 100 notes, the
charge is Tk 16,000 and for Tk 50
notes, the charge is Tk 18,000.

The syndicate’s social media
page was named “Jal Taka”.

The Daily Star got the details
after analysing social media pages,
text messages of fake note sellers,
and talking with police officials
investigating cases of forgery.

Recently, the police’s detective
branch (DB) claimed to have
arrested Sifat Shaikh, a member

Sifat Shaikh

of the note forgery syndicate,
involved in selling notes through
a social media page.

On information, police
conducted a drive in the capital’s
Jatrabari and arrested Sifat
on Monday, Mashiur Rahman,
deputy commissioner (Lalbagh
Division) of DB, told The Daily
Star yesterday. This newspaper
has managed to get hold of a text
conversation between Sifat, 21,
and a fake note buyer.

During that conversation, Sifat
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claimed that direct deliveries were
possible in Dhaka but outside
Dhaka, the consignment could be
delivered via courier service.

He advised the buyer not to take
fate notes to banks as they can
detect it but it was fit to be used in
markets. During the interrogation,
Sifat admitted to having been
involved in selling fake notes for a
month. He learned the techniques
to sell or talk with customers by
watching YouTube videos.

During this period, Sifat has

UNSC ‘mute witness’

managed to earn over Tk 1 lakh
by selling f[ake notes through
advertisements on social media,
said DC Mashiur Rahman.

“We are monitoring the page
activities and trying to know how
they are collecting the notes and
where their factories are,” he said.

While visiting the Facebook
page of the fake note seller, this
correspondent  found  several
videos posted there. In the videos,
a syndicate member was seen
showcasing the fake currency and
describing its authentic features.

In that video, the syndicate
member asked potential clients
to reach them on Facebook
Messenger first and then provide
their mobile numbers. They were
also open to getting paid via
mobile financial services.

Police said sometimes,
the syndicate stopped all
communication or switched off
phones after receiving payment
for some particular assignments.

From arrestee Sifat, police
recovered around Tk 2 lakh worth
of fake currency and the cell
phone used for selling fake notes.

The three-day “Mujib’s Bangladesh Food Festival: Taste of Bangladesh” kicked off on
Banani playground at Kemal Ataturk Avenue yesterday. At the event, restaurants from
all over the country are showcasing their specialties. Jatiya Sangsad Speaker Shirin

Sharmin Chaudhury inaugurated the festival.
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REPORT ON EXTRA FARE
Al leader threatens
to demolish local
press club in Tangail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Local Awami League leader Azharul Islam Azhar
yesterday threatened to resist journalists and
demolish Bhuanpur Press Club in Tangail for
publishing news about increase in CNG-run auto-
rickshaw fare in the area.

After the threat made by Azharul, former joint
convener of Bhuanpur upazila unit of AL and
president of the upazila CNG-run Auto-rickshaw
Workers Union, transport workers attacked
journalists and the press club.

Contacted, Azhar said no such incident took
place.

On May 1, Azhar announced to increase the
number of auto-rickshaws on various roads. Since
then, drivers have been charging extra, said locals.

Yesterday, the workers rallied at Bhuanpur
Upazila Parishad square under the leadership of
Azhar and the union’s general secretary.

Azhar said, “Some journalists of the illegal
press club published news about the extra fare.
They are the workers’ enemies. If the press club is
not removed within the next 24 hours... it will be
demolished.”

At that time, Arifuzzaman Topu, Bhuanpur
correspondent of the daily Somoyer Alo, was
chased by workers after he took pictures of the
rally. Later, they attacked him at the press club.
The video of the incident went viral on Facebook.

Press club president Shah Alam Pramanik
lodged a complaint. Bhuanpur Police Station OC
Faridul Islam said necessary steps will be taken
after investigation.

Office of the Divisional Electrical Engineer @
Bangladesh Railway, Pahartali, Chattogram e

e-Tender Notice (OTM) TR
Memo No. 54.01.1500.569.05.014.20-21 Dated: 02/05/2023
SL | Tender | Tender Ref No. Name of works Tender Tender
No. | 1D No. publication closing &
date & time | opening date
& time
01. | 828555 | 54.01.1500.569. | AT Diesel Shop- | 07-May-2023 | 21-May-2023
05.1.05.2022-23 | PHT: Rewiring of 12:30:00 12:30:00
Mechanical
Recondition
Section, Electrical
Recondition
Section &
Rewiring Section
with related
Stores and other
related works
under the
Jurisdiction of
SSAE/WS/PHT.
02. | 826560 | 54.01.1500.569. | Supply of LED | 07-May-2023 | 21-May-2023
05.2.03.2022-23 | Light of Different 12:30:00 12:30:00
watt and Electrical
Materials  under
jurisdiction of
SSAE/E/WSIPHT.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP
Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the
Naticnal e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.qov.bd) is required. The fees for
downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be
deposited online through any registered bans branches up to cne hour before tender last
selling time.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and
from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.qov.bd).

(%) (380)
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Shaker Ahmed
Divisional Electrical Engineer (A.C)
Bangladesh Railway, Pahartali, Chattogram

to deterioration of

Rohingya situation

Says Bangladesh’s permanent
representative to the UN
UNB, Dhaka

Referring to the growing “mistrust” between people
and the global institutions, Bangladesh has urged
the UN Security Council to demonstrate unity and
decisiveness in addressing visible threats to peace
and protecting the most vulnerable, such as the
Rohingya minorities.

“Almost six years have passed since the Rohingya
minorities were expelled from their ancestral land
in Myanmar. No effective action was taken by the
Security Council to remedy the situation; rather, the
councilhasremained a mute witness toits continued
deterioration,” said Ambassador Muhammad Abdul
Mubhith, permanent representative of Bangladesh to
the United Nations in New York.

He was speaking at the Security Council open
debate on “Futureproofing Trust for Sustaining
Peace” held at the UN Headquarters on Wednesday.

KHULNA CITY POLLS
5 mayoral candidates
collect nominations

UNB, Khulna

Five mayoral candidates have collected nomination
papers to compete in Khulna City Corporation
election -- to be held on June 12.

Among those who collected nomination papers
so far are Aguan-71 candidate Md Abdullah
Chowdhury, Awami League backed mayoral
candidate and current mayor Talukder Abdul
Khaleque, Islami Andolan Bangladesh candidate
Maulana Abdul Awal, independent candidates
Abdul Gaffar Biswas and SM Shafiqur Rahman.
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