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Rain likely
UNB, Dhaka

Meteorological Department 
yesterday predicted rain 
accompanied by temporary 
gusty wind in different parts 
of the country over 24 hours.

“It’s likely to occur at a 
few places over Rajshahi, 
Dhaka, Mymensingh, 
Khulna, Barishal, 
Chattogram and Sylhet.

Three of a family 
among six killed 
in road accidents
STAR REPORT

Six people were killed and three others injured in 
road accidents in two districts yesterday, according 
to reports from our correspondents.  

In Jhenidah, five people -- including three of a 
family -- were killed and three others injured as a 
battery-run auto-rickshaw and a pickup collided 
head-on in front of Kashipur Poura College in 
Kotchandpur.

The deceased are Solaiman Hossain, 65, the auto-
rickshaw driver; Shiuly Khatun, 50, and one-year-
old Rafan Hossain and his cousin Khukumoni, 7, 
said police.

They were travelling in the auto-rickshaw. 
Another passenger, aged 45, succumbed to injuries 
on the way to Jashore Sadar Hospital.

The injured -- Rima Khatun, 25, Alamin Hossain, 
50, and Antor Hossain -- were referred to the 
hospital. Eyewitnesses and police said Rima and her 
mother Shiuly along with Rafan and Khukumoni 
were returning to their village Elangi after seeing a 
doctor in Kotchandpur by the auto-rickshaw.

In Faridpur, a physically-challenged man was 
killed as a motorbike hit him and later a truck ran 
him over at the town’s Goalchamot. 

The accident happened when Palash Sheikh, 42, 
was crossing a road, said police.

They laundered
FROM PAGE 5

The case statement said 
the accused Abdullah Al 
Noman reported a lower 
price for his imported steel 
sheets in the LC compared 
to the price at which he sells 
them in the local market. 

Meanwhile, accused 
Shimul Uddin laundered 

money to China through 
the distribution company 
to pay for the memory cards 
he used to import to the 
country illegally. Similar 
accusations were brought 
against the other accused 
businessmen as well. 

Contacted, Shamsuddin 
Haider Dalim, head of 
corporate communication 
at bKash, said Al Quader 
and Company is no longer 
a bKash distributor since 
the agreement with the 
company was cancelled 
during the middle of last 
year. 

Korea to support Bangladesh’s mega projects
FROM PAGE 3

trade is over $3 billion 
but heavily tilted towards 
South Korea. What can 
help Bangladesh increase 
its exports to Korea?

Lee: Since 2012, Korea 
has been providing duty-
free and quota-free access 
to more than 95 percent of 
products from Bangladesh, 
whereas Korean products 
face high tariffs here. Our 
bilateral trade has almost 
doubled after remaining 
stagnant at $1.6 billion for 
about a decade from 2011 
to 2020. Now it has crossed 
the $3 billion mark. 

Moreover, the 
government of Bangladesh 
provides four percent cash 
incentives to the exporters 
of non-traditional markets. 
South Korea is non-
traditional and so businesses 
can be incentivised by 
exporting to Korea. So, 
there is a huge potential 
and Bangladesh should best 
utilise its privileges.

DS: Korea’s foreign 
direct investment (FDI) now 
is $1.43 billion but mostly 
in the RMG sector. It is 
a country with expertise 
in ICT. Why is Korea’s 
investment in Bangladesh’s 
ICT sector not increasing?

Lee: Korea used to be the 

fourth and fifth largest FDI 
source. It is now the sixth 
largest. So, diversification is 
a big task for Korea as well, 
for which we are trying. 
ICT is an area where there 
is a high expectation from 
Bangladesh. We don’t know 
of any significant plan, but I 
can say there are increasing 
discussions among our tech 
companies on investing 
here. Major electronic 
companies, like Samsung or 
LG, are locally assembling 
their products under 
partnerships with local 
companies. This brings 
about many benefits to the 
Bangladeshi economy -- job 
creation and knowledge 
transfer. I think there will 
be a time when Korean IT 
companies will invest here.

DS: Korea has increased 
its overseas development 
assistance (ODA) from $700 
million in the five-year 
period to $3 billion now. It 
is a huge jump. What is your 
plan on this front?

Lee: Bangladesh has 
been a core development 
partner of South Korea. 
It is the third-largest 
recipient of Korean ODA. 
This $3 billion is a soft 
loan that we provide for 
the development of large-
size infrastructures. Our 

condition is very good. Its 
interest rate is only 0.04 
percent and the repayment 
period is 40 years with 15 
years of grace period. There 
was a big demand for such 
loans from Bangladesh, 
but we could not increase 
it. Now that we are doing it 
is a big development in our 
relationship. We can now 
go for a more substantial 
development programme.

DS: South Korea is an 
important market for 
Bangladeshi migrants. 
What skills should 
job-seekers develop or 
procedures the government 
should follow to attract 
more Korean companies to 
recruit from here?

Lee: Before the pandemic, 
we used to recruit only 
1,500 Bangladeshis, which 
was also halted during 
the pandemic. After the 
pandemic slowed down, we 
recruited 6,000 workers 
from Bangladesh. In 2023, 
we planned to take at least 
10,000 workers. The key 
to increased recruitment 
in Korea is proficiency 
in the Korean language. 
Potential workers need to 
pass the Korean language 
proficiency test. 

Bangladeshi migrants 
are now better in terms of 

following local laws and 
a lesser number are now 
irregular. This rendered 
them with success in 
creating a positive image 
for Bangladesh. If the trend 
continues, there will soon 
be 100,000 Bangladeshis 
in Korea from the current 
number of 20,000.

DS: The Korean Wave -- 
the K-pop, BTS, K-dramas, 
Kimchi and so on -- is 
captivating the world. 
What did Korea do right to 
be in this place?

Lee: This is a surprising 
phenomenon for Koreans 
as well. Our culture was not 
so popular even some 10 to 
20 years ago. I think there 
are a number of factors. 
First, the democratisation 
of Korea and particularly 
Korean culture. To me, 
democratisation ensures 

freedom and empowerment 
of people. This allows talent 
and creativity to flourish. 
The development in the 
ICT sector ensured them a 
platform for sharing their 
creativity with the world.

DS: Three years are about 
to be over, and you are ready 
to leave Bangladesh for a 
new posting. What was your 
most memorable experience 
during your tenure?

Lee: I’m somewhat 
lucky and blessed to come 
to Bangladesh. If I did not 
come, I would not have 
learned about the warm-
hearted people, vibrant 
society, and the eagerness 
of the government and the 
people to have a bright 
future. Earlier, I was not 
so positive but now I know 
that Bangladesh has a 
bright future. 
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Shamsuddin 
Ahmed passes 
away
STAR REPORT

Shamsuddin 
A h m e d , 
president of 
Moh a k h a l i 
C e n t r a l 
J a m e 
M o s q u e , 
passed away on May 2. He 
was 96, said a press release.  

He left behind his three 
sons, six daughters, and a 
host of relatives and well-
wishers to mourn his death.

Low-grade electrical
FROM PAGE 3

“People spend money on 
interior design instead 
of fire safety, putting 
their lives at risk. It does 
not require so much 
money for ensuring fire 
safety in residential and 
commercial buildings. In 
fact, it requires less than 
five percent of the entire 
construction cost,” said the 
fire service director, adding 
that they were suffering 
from a lack of water bodies 
for controlling fire.

“There were 100 ponds in 
Dhaka. Now there are only 
29. Most canals and lakes are 
either occupied or without 
any water flow,” he said.

Speaking as the chief 
guest, Local Government, 
Rural Development and Co-
operatives Minister Md Tazul 
Islam said coordination 
among the agencies 
concerned and people’s 
awareness is required to 
prevent fire incidents.

“There is no alternative 
to following all building 
construction rules for 
preventing fire incidents. 
This is why areas require 
adequate water bodies, roads 
and open space. We have to 

ensure facilities in terms of 
population. Inadequate civic 
facilities are making this city 
gradually unlivable,” said 
Tazul.

Md Anisur Rahman 
Miah, chairman of 
Rajdhani Unnayan 
Kartripakkha, said one will 
have to submit five plans 
to get approval for their 
construction proposals 
-- the architectural plan, 
structural plan, fire safety 
plan, electrical plan and 
plumbing plan -- from June 
1, following Bangladesh 
National Building Code.

“Earlier, we used to ask 
for the architectural plan 
only,” he informed.

UDJFB Amitosh Pal 
chaired the dialogue, 
moderated by its General 
Secretary Sohel Mamun. 

Prof Akter Mahmud 
of Jahangirnagar 
University’s urban 
planning department; 
Dhaka Water Supply and 
Sewerage Authority (Wasa) 
Chief Engineer Kamrul 
Hasan; and Dhaka South 
City Corporation Chief 
Executive Officer Md 
Mizanur Rahman spoke at 
the event among others. 


