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in parallel. Reading and 
analysing major historical 
events from different 
perspectives is a part of 
academic practice and 
freedom. It is not the 
university’s responsibility 

to punish colleagues on 
behalf of the ruling class,” 
said the teachers’ platform 
in their statement, signed 
by 51 teachers from 
different public and private 
universities.

Cattle raiders on 
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started from Faridpur and 
ended in Munshiganj via 
Chandpur. Finally, the 
robbers surrendered as 
the police managed to 
surround them.

Out of the seven 
arrestees, two were 
ring leaders -- Tazul 
and Siddiqur. The gang 
members  hailed from 
Chandpur, Sharitpur, and 
Munshiganj districts. 

River police chief 
Shafiqul Islam said they 
have already increased 
vigilance and patrolling 
in the rivers to prevent 
robbery activities from 
taking place. The robbers 

use local people on land to 
collect information about 
the cattle traders before 
the cattle market, and the 
police are trying to get the 
names of these informers.

They will submit an 
investigation report 
with proper evidence 
to ensure that these 
notorious criminals receive 
punishment during the 
trial, he added.

River police had earlier 
detained seven robbers 
on August 12 of last year. 
They detained 13 more 
robbers on December 26 of 
that year. Every time, local 
firearms were recovered 
from their possessions. 

Journalism is not
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The programme began 
with a video screening that 
contained comments from 
diplomats of the MFC.

“Journalism is not a 
crime. I repeat journalism 
is not a crime. Journalists 
should not be punished 
or face criminal charges 
just for doing their job,” 
US Embassy Charge De 
Affaires Helen LaFave said.

Journalists play a 
critical role in exposing 
human rights abuses and 
promoting accountability. 
For example, in Bangladesh, 
journalists have exposed 
government corruption, 
environmental abuses, and 
human rights violations, 
she said.

“When we see 
opposition newspapers 
banned, journalists or their 
family members attacked 
or arrested, or editors 
sued over violations of a 
flawed law, we are gravely 
concerned that press 
freedom, and democracy, is 

at stake.”
Helen LaFave also said 

to have a free and fair 
election, journalists must 
be able to fully inform the 
public. This means that 
they must be able to cover 
events without fear of 
harassment, intimidation, 
or violence.

Canadian High 
Commissioner Lily 
Nicholls said the number 
of countries regarded as 
safe where journalists can 
work in complete security, 
continues to decline.

Prothom Alo 
Special Correspondent 
Rozina Islam urged the 
government to ensure 
safety and security of 
journalists and to respect 
freedom of press. 

Australian High 
Commissioner Jeremy 
Bruer, Dutch Ambassador 
Anne van Leeuwen and 
UN Resident Coordinator 
Gwyn Lewis were also 
present at the event.

Don’t want dev at cost
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Besides, Brotee 
Bangladesh, a non-
government organisation, 
issued a memorandum 
to the secretary of the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, 
as well as the CEO of DSCC, 
expressing concerns over 
this issue.

Sharmeen Murshid, 
chief executive officer of 
Brotee, said the residents of 
Dhanmondi do not oppose 

development but are 
opposed to the destruction 
of the environment and 
tree felling in the name of 
development.

Contacted, DSCC chief 
engineer Saleh Ahmed said, 
“The geometric dimension 
of the space requires that 
we double the size of the 
medians. In our plan, 
we have kept designated 
spaces to plant new trees 
on these medians.”

Repeal DSA right away
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have been jailed under 
the DSA. It demanded 
withdrawal of all cases 
under the act, immediate 
release of all convicted 
prisoners, compensation for 
all victims, and punishment 

for those who framed the 
accused in these cases.

It also demanded 
transparency and 
accountability on the 
state’s end regarding these 
repressive and restrictive 
laws.

Misuse of DSA must
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of Journalists Manjurul 
Ahsan Bulbul claimed 
that they went to the 
parliamentary standing 
committee with their 
demands regarding DSA.

“The day this Act was 
passed by the National 
Parliament, the then 
information minister 
said all the demands of 
the journalists were met. 
However, that was far from 
being the case,” he said.

“The journalists told the 
minister that the law needs 
to be reviewed, bail clauses 
need to be increased, and 
its misuse needs to be 

stopped. The law minister 
said if the law is misused 
against any journalist, he 
will stand as a lawyer free 
of charge. But there have 
been many incidents of 
misuse ever since, and the 
minister was not available 
as an advocate,” he added.

President of Jatiya 
Press Club Farida Yasmin 
said journalists are being 
harassed under the Digital 
Security Act.

“There is no denying 
that digital security laws 
are needed to nab cyber 
criminals. We demand that 
journalists are not harassed 
under the law,” she said. 

Bangladesh slips
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role in the circulation of 
news and information, the 
report said in its fact-file on 
Bangladesh.

The densely populated 
private sector media 
landscape includes 3,000 
print media outlets, 30 
radio stations, 30 TV 
channels and several 
hundred news websites. 

The two leading 

dailies, the Bangla-
language Prothom Alo 
and English-language 
The Daily Star, manage 
to maintain a certain 
editorial independence, the 
report said. It also termed 
the controversial Digital 
Security Act “draconian”, 
and said, “In this 
legislative environment, 
editors routinely censor 
themselves.”
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