
CITY  
DHAKA SUNDAY APRIL 30, 2023 

BAISHAKH 17, 1430 BS        5

Two killed by 
lightning in 
Sirajganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Pabna

Two farmers were killed by 
lightning strike in Sirajganj 
yesterday afternoon.

The incident happened 
in Bagdumur area of Sadar 
upazila, said police.

The victims -- Md Abdul 
Malek, 75, and Soleman 
Sheikh, 55, from the village -- 
were working in their field to 
harvest paddy, said Sirajganj 
Sadar Police Station Officer-
in-Charge Md Humayun 
Kabir. They were taken to 
Sirajganj General Hospital 
where the doctors declared 
them dead.

The fertile topsoil of agricultural land is being sold 
to brick kilns in Kulaura upazila of Moulvibazar, 
triggering concerns about soil degradation and a 
decline in crop production. During the off-season, 
the soil is purchased at a lower price and sold to 
brick fields at a higher price during the dry season, 
making it a lucrative business for some. However, 
this practice is not only detrimental to the fertility 
of the land but also is illegal, as it threatens the 
livelihoods of farmers and the future of food security 
in the region. PHOTO: STAR

Farmland fertility 
under threat
Removal of topsoil for brick kilns 
going on unabated in Moulvibazar

MINTU DESHWARA

The topsoil of agricultural land is being sold to brick kilns 
in Kulaura upazila of Moulvibazar, causing damage to the 
fertility of earth and subsequent less production of crops.

Locals said a section of traders buy topsoil from 
farmers and later supply those as a raw material to the 
owners of more than 10 brick kilns that produce bricks for 
six months every year.

After buying the soil at a lower price during off-season, 
they supply it to the brick fields at higher price in the dry 
season.

During a recent visit to South Chatalgaon, 
Kadipur, Koula, Hossainpur, Guptagram, Dhulipara, 
Hingazia, Lalpur, Bagherteki, Kotarkona, Palkirpool, 
Bhukshimoil, Sharifpur, Rautgaon, Kulaura Sadar, 
Karmdha, Prithimpasa, Tilagaon, Hajipur, Jaychandi, 
Bhatera, Brahmanbazar, and Baramchal villages, this 
correspondent found topsoil of two to three feet depth 
being dug up from farmland with excavators.

Locals said owners of Jonaki, Surma, KSB, Meghna, 
Ruposi, Kalim Ullah, Isqair, ASB, Arab, Raj, Baruakandi, 
and Titas bricks collect the soil.

Koyes Ahmed, a farmer of South Chatalgaon, said, “The 
owners of Jonaki and Surma bricks buy soil from me.”

Shoeb Ahmad, another farmer from the same area, 
said, “I didn’t sell earth for a long time. When the farmers 
sold topsoil from his farmland adjacent to my one, my 
land became very high and growing paddy is not suitable 
on high land. Therefore, I sold some topsoil this time.”

Minhaj Uddin, a local, said, “Dhulipara-Kaula road 
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Four killed, 
nine hurt in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and 
nine others injured in road 
accidents in three districts 
during the last two days, 
according to reports from 
our correspondents.

In Mymensingh, two 
motorcyclists were killed 
and another was injured as 
their bike and a bus collided 
on Dhaka-Mymensingh 
highway in Bhoraduba 
area of Bhaluka upazila on 
Friday night.

Manik Mia, 30, and Dilip 
Mia, 25, from Mamarishpur 
in Bhaluka died on the 
spot, said Md Kamal 
Hossain, officer-in-charge 
of Bhaluka Police Station.

Police and fire service 
rushed to the spot 
and took the injured -- 
Emran Hossain, 25 -- to 
Mymensingh Medical 
College Hospital.

In Joypurhat, a man 
was killed and his brother 
injured after a brick-laden 
power tiller overturned in 
Akkelpur upazila yesterday.

Mithun Hossain from 
Akkelpur -- who was in the 
vehicle -- died instantly, 
said police.
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19 fishers rescued 
in the Bay

They were adrift for five days
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Members of the coast guard have 
rescued 19 fishermen along with a 
fishing trawler from the deep sea of 
Cox’s Bazar yesterday.

After floating in the Bay of Bengal 
for five days, 19 crew members of the 
trawler were rescued from 22.5 nautical 
miles away from the coast of Cox’s Bazar 
around 11:30am, said officials.

“There was no other trawler around 
them in the deep sea. There was no 
mobile network. The position of the 
trawler could not be detected as it did 
not have a GPS device. The trawler with 
19 fishermen was recovered after a 28-
hour operation in the sea,” said Coast 
Guard Teknaf Station Commander Lt 
Commander HM Lutful Lahil Majid.

They were given first aid and food. 
The owner of the fishing trawler was 
contacted in this regard.

Mohammad Jashim, one of the crew 
members, said on April 23, the fishing 
trawler named FV “Sajib-1” with 19 
fishermen from Manpura area of Bhola 
district went to the deep sea for fishing. 
At one stage, while catching fish, the 
trawler’s propeller broke and fell into 
the sea on April 25.

Since then, the engine stopped 
working and the trawler has been drifting 
in the deep sea. He also said there was 
water all around, and the shores were 
not visible from the deep sea. 

“After floating in the sea for five days, 
suddenly they found mobile network 
last night [Friday]. Then we called the 
emergency service 999,” he said.

Army chief attends 
passing out parade 
in India’s Chennai
Scheduled to return today
UNB, Dhaka

Chief of Bangladesh 
Army General SM 
Shafiuddin Ahmed 
took the parade salute 
and inspected the 
parade at Officers 
Training Academy 
in Chennai, India 
yesterday, on the last day of his three-day official 
visit to the neighbouring country.

Later, the army chief exchanged views with 
media personalities, according to an Inter Services 
Public Relation Directorate (ISPR) press release.

Also, Indian military and civil officers paid 
courtesy calls on the visiting army chief.

Earlier, the army chief was given a guard of 
honour on behalf of the Indian Armed Forces.

He also met General Manoj Pande, the chief of 
the Indian army staff.

They discussed various issues pertaining to 
enhancing and strengthening interoperability, 
training, anti-terrorism collaboration, and overall 
bilateral cooperation as part of the comprehensive 
strategic partnership between the two nations.

General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed later called 
on General Anil Chauhan, chief of defence staff; 
Admiral R Hari Kumar, chief of naval staff; Air 
Marshal AP Singh, vice chief of air staff; defence 
secretary and the foreign secretary.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-20

4-55

Zohr  

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-45

5-00

Maghrib

6-29

6-34

Esha

8-00

8-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER 
TIMING 

APRIL 30

Fire guts tyre warehouse
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A tyre warehouse was gutted in a fire in 
Chattogram’s Dewanhat area yesterday 
noon. However, the reason for the fire 
could not be ascertained immediately, 
said fire service and civil defence sources. 

No causality was reported in this 
connection.

The fire originated at the warehouse 
around 12:45pm , according to Chattogram 
Fire Service and Civil Defence.

Deputy Assistant Director Abdul 
Malek of Fire Service said 12 firefighting 

units rushed to the spot and brought the 
fire under control at around 3:30pm.

“The reason behind the fire will be 
confirmed after investigation,” he added.

Locals said worn-out heavy vehicles’ 
tyres were piled up in the warehouse. 
After the fire broke out, dwellers of a 
nearby slum shifted their belongings 
fearing it would spread. 

Due to the fire at the depot, train 
communication between Dhaka and 
Chattogram got disrupted.

However, the train service resumed 
after the blaze was brought under control.
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