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Traffic to be limited
FROM PAGE 3

While talking to The Daily 
Star, a top official of the 
third terminal project 
said due to construction 
of the flyover, there will 
be a bottleneck in front 
of Biman’s head office -- 
Balaka Bhaban -- and HSIA.

“Instead of eight lanes 
of the road, four lanes will 
remain operational,” the 
official said.

The official, wishing 
anonymity, also said such 
restriction of vehicular 
movement on the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway 
will remain effective every 
Friday for another three 
months.

Around 70 percent 
construction work of third 
terminal has already been 
completed so far and there 
will be a soft opening in 
October, Caab Chairman 
Air Vice Marshal M 
Mafidur Rahman told The 
Daily Star.

After the soft opening, 
it will take another year 
for the terminal to be fully 
operational, he added.

The construction work 
of the third terminal, at 
a cost of Tk 21,399 crore, 
was inaugurated in 2019. 
Seventy percent of the cost 
is coming from the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (Jica) as loan.

Bangladesh falls short of hajj
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coupon from the Islamic 
Development Bank in Saudi 
Arabia. The amount is used 
for meeting the expenses 
for sacrificing animals on 
Eid-ul-Adha.

“The airfare of Biman 
was Tk 1.40 lakh last year. 
But this year, it is around 
Tk 1.98 lakh which is very 

high,” said HAAB President 
M Shahadat Hossain 
Taslim.

Sources at the HAAB 
and ATAB said the airfare 
is around Tk 1.25 lakh in 
India and it is less than 
Tk 1 lakh in Pakistan. “In 
the past, people were busy 
looking for hajj agencies to 
complete their registration. 

But this year, we are not 
getting a due response 
from people,” said Abdus 
Salam Aref, ATAB secretary 
general.

This year, the hajj will be 
held on June 27 depending 
on the sighting of the moon 
and the hajj flight to carry 
pilgrims to Saudi Arabia 
will begin from May 21.

Delayed decision delays opening
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Tk 660 crore as toll from 
Padma Bridge till April 25 
since the biggest bridge 
in the country opened to 
traffic on June 26 last year.

He also said a total of 
77,529 motorcycles crossed 
in between 6:00am of April 
20 and 6:00am yesterday 

and they earned Tk 77.52 
lakh in toll from the bikes.

The authorities removed 
the ban on the operation of 
bikes over the Padma Bridge 
on April 20. The move came 
in after over nine months of 
the ban imposed on June 
27, a day after the bridge 
was opened, citing security 

concerns.
The minister also 

directed the authorities 
concerned to start 
preparation for Eid-ul-
Azha to make people’s 
journey hassle-free, 
keeping cattle market, 
cattle transportation and 
rain in mind.

Surrender to lower
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Yesterday, Dhaka 
Reporters Unity (DRU) 
strongly condemned and 
protested the police action 
for filing the case against 
Jahanagir.

DRU President Mursalin 
Nomani and its acting 
secretary Moinul Ahasan in 
a statement also demanded 
immediate withdrawal of 
the case.

In the statement, the 
DRU leaders quoted 

Jahangir saying that the 
case, which has been filed 
against him under the 
DSA, is fabricated, false and 
intentional.

“I have no involvement 
with the allegation brought 
in the case. As a journalist, 
I always discharge my 
duties with responsibilities 
and professionalism. I 
think a vested quarter has 
implicated me in this case 
for gaining their personal 
interest,” Jahangir said.

Budget allocation
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organisers and co-
organisers of the BEP 
2050 Conference, namely 
Bangladesh Working Group 
on External Debt (BWGED), 
Climate Parliament 
Bangladesh, The Earth 
Society, ActionAid 
Bangladesh, Bright Green 
Energy Foundation (BGEF), 
CLEAN (Coastal Livelihood 
and Environmental Action 

Network), Center for 
Participatory Research 
and Development (CPRD), 
Centre for Policy Dialogue 
(CPD), Change Initiative, 
Participatory Research 
and Action Network 
(PRAAN), Solis Power & 
Energy Limited (SPEL) and 
Waterkeepers Bangladesh, 
were also present at the 
press conference yesterday.
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