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Fishermen work on their boats amid floating waste at Kasimedu fishing harbour during a 61-day trawling ban 
in Chennai yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

‘CRIME OF REMOVING HIJAB’

Iran charges 2 
actresses
AFP, Tehran

Iran has charged two prominent actresses for 
publishing pictures of themselves flouting the 
country’s dress code for women.

Police in Tehran have referred the case 
against Katayoun Riahi and Pantea Bahram to 
Iran’s judiciary, accusing them of “the crime of 
removing the hijab in public and posting photos 
on the internet”, the Tasnim news agency said late 
Monday.

If prosecuted, the pair could face fines or prison 
terms.

Earlier this month police said they would begin 
using “smart” technology in public places to crack 
down on women defying Iran’s compulsory dress 
code.

Last week, photos of Bahram, 53, went viral 
after she posed without a headscarf at a film 
screening, while Riahi, 61, posted several photos 
taken in public places around Tehran in which she 
did not wear a headscarf.

Japan  supports industrial 
use of AI: Kishida
REUTERS, Tokyo

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said 
yesterday the country supports the development of 
industrial uses of generative artificial intelligence 
technologies such as OpenAI’s ChatGPT.

Kishida met the chief executive of Microsoft 
MSFT.O-backed OpenAI in Tokyo earlier this 
month and reportedly said the Group of Seven 
summit meeting next month in Hiroshima will 
address “international rules” on generative AI.

Rapid advances in AI technologies are 
complicating governments’ efforts to agree on 
laws governing the use of the technology, as 
national, international governing bodies are 
taking steps to regulate AI tools.

PAKISTAN AMMUNITION STORE BLAST

Death toll rises to 16
AFP, Kabal

The death toll from a series of 
explosions caused by a fire in a 
munitions cache in a Pakistan 
police station rose to 16 yesterday, 
police said.

The explosions levelled the 
specialist counter-terrorism station 
in Kabal town of Swat Valley, in the 
northwestern region of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa which neighbours 
Afghanistan.

Swat police said a short-circuit 

in a basement storing “grenades 
and other explosives” was the cause 
of the blasts.

“It was like hell let loose on 
me,” said Abbas Khan, 21, who 
had parked his car near the police 
station.

The dead included policemen, 
five suspected terrorists being 
held for interrogation, and two 
brothers aged four and six who 
lived nearby, Akhtar Hayat 
Gandapur, the inspector general 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police, 

told AFP.
More than 50 people are being 

treated in various hospitals for their 
wounds.

Gandapur ruled out the 
possibility of any terrorist activity.

“We have not yet found any 
material or visual evidence 
suggesting a suicide attack but we 
will look into all aspects during 
investigations,” he said.

The intense explosion rained 
pieces of munition on nearby 
houses and streets.

Junta must take 
first step to end 
violence
Ex-UN Chief Ban Ki Moon urges 
during Myanmar visit
REUTERS

Former UN chief Ban Ki-Moon yesterday called for an end 
to violence in Myanmar after meeting the leader of its 
ruling military, which he said “must take the first steps”.

Ban met junta chief Min Aung Hlaing and a reformist 
ex-president, Thein Sein, this week in what was seen as a 
peacemaking mission to the strife-torn country.

Myanmar has been in crisis since the military ousted 
an elected government led by Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi in February 2021, with the generals 
struggling to consolidate power and fighting on multiple 
fronts against ethnic minority insurgents and an armed 
pro-democracy movement.

“I came to Myanmar to urge the 
military to adopt an immediate 
cessation of violence, and start 
constructive dialogue among 
all parties concerned,” Ban 
said in a statement issued 
by “The Elders”, a group 
of former global leaders of 
which he is deputy chair.

The state-run Global New 
Light of Myanmar newspaper 
reported that Ban and Min Aung 
Hlaing “exchanged views on the latest progress of 
Myanmar and cordially discussed it with constructive 
attitudes”.

The surprise visit on Sunday was at the invitation of 
the military and Ban, who is South Korean, urged the 
generals to act on a peace consensus agreed in 2021 with 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Ban “warned that ... holding elections under current 
conditions risks further violence and division, and the 
results not being recognised by the people of Myanmar, 
ASEAN and the wider international community”.

Min Aung Hlaing said in February that multi-party 
elections must be held “as the people desire”, but did not 
provide a timeline.

Ban made multiple trips to Myanmar with the UN before 
a tentative transition began in 2011 after five decades of 
military rule, supporting political and economic reforms 
under retired general Thein Sein that were reversed by the 
coup.

There has been no sign of any let-up in violence in 
Myanmar.

More than 100 people were killed on April 11 in an air 
strike by the military on a village, according to opposition 
activists and media.

Suu Kyi is serving 33 years in prison for various offences 
that she denied and her party has been disbanded.

“I want everyone to 
trust that Guatemala 

will continue to be 
a solid diplomatic 

ally to the Republic 
of Taiwan and will 

continue to deepen 
cooperation in all areas.”

Guatemalan President Alejandro Giammattei 


