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which, the fire spread 
rapidly,” he said.

Shafiqul said they have 
taken a high risk to douse 
the fire as all the shops were 
full of flammable objects 
like mobil, spirit, car paint, 
and vehicle parts.

Asked about the reason 
for the fire, Shahdat 
Hossain, duty officer 

of FSCD headquarters, 
said they are suspecting 
that the fire might have 
occurred from an electric 
short circuit.

“We will be able to say 
clearly about it or the 
loss after conducting an 
investigation. A total of 
nine shops were gutted,” he 
informed.

Municipality mayor
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The son, Kamrul Hasan 
Sojoy, however, got bail 
from the court recently.

After the incident, 
the district magistrate 
cancelled the firearm 
licence on April 5, said Md 
Jahangir Alom, additional 
district magistrate (ADM).

“There was a violation 
of the conditions of the 
firearm licence. Nobody 
can misuse their firearm or 
carry without permission. 
Violating conditions, 
the licensed firearm was 

carried and displayed 
illegally,” the ADM said.

Officer-in-Charge of 
Faridpur Police Station 
Md Mizanur Rahman said 
police seized the firearm 
during the clash.

Talking with The Daily 
Star, Mazed said, “This is 
all because of a conspiracy 
instigated by political rivals. 
It was my licensed firearm. I 
didn’t get any order about 
licence cancellation.”

“After getting the cancel 
order, I will fight against it 
in court,” the mayor added.

Two workers 
die inside 
septic tank
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Two workers died inside a septic tank in 
Moulvibazar’s Juri upazila yesterday.

The incident occurred around 1:00pm when 
they were working inside the tank of an under-
construction building in West Juri union of the 
upazila.

They were identified as Md Shaheen Mia, 22, and 
Kamrul Islam, 25.

Anfar Ali, chairman of West Juri union parishad, 
said some workers were working in the under-
construction building when a worker got inside 
the septic tank and came in contact with toxic gas 
accumulated there. When another worker got inside 
the tank to rescue him, he too, was affected. 

Upon receiving information, a team from Kulaura 
fire service rescued and took them to the hospital 
where the on-duty doctor declared them dead.

Md Sulayman Ahmed, warehouse inspector of 
Kulaura fire service, said the workers entered the 
septic tank without adequate protective gear. 

Mohammad Mosharraf Hossain, officer-in-
Charge (OC) of Juri Police Station, said the bodies 
have been sent to Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital 
morgue for autopsy. 

Speak out against militancy
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is a country of communal 
harmony. Islam also 
teaches us that... we have to 
be tolerant towards other 
religions.”

Everyone will perform 
their own religion, as this is 
stated in the Constitution, 
she said.

Regarding the 
establishment of the 
model mosques, the PM 
said her government has 
constructed the mosques 
so that people can follow 
the right path of Islam, and 
can know and understand 
the essence of Islam 
accurately.

State Minister for 
Religious Affairs Md 
Faridul Haque Khan and 
secretary of the ministry 
Kazi Enamul Hassan also 
spoke at the programme, 
moderated by Prime 
Minister’s Principal 
Secretary Md Tofazzel 
Hossain Miah.

Must ensure gender
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from Fojo Media Institute. 
She revealed that men 

appeared in news stories 
1.5 percent more often than 
women, while transgender 
people were barely 
represented. The report 
also found that about 10 
percent of media used 
gender-insensitive words 
or phrases when reporting. 
Additionally, newspapers 
published the names or 
identities of victimised 
children in many cases.

The participants 
recommended formulating 
anti-discrimination laws 
and an overarching gender 
equality law that covers 
both public and personal 
spheres. 

Alexandra Berg von 
Linde, ambassador of 
Sweden to Bangladesh, 
stated that there is a 
misrepresentation and 
under-representation of 
women in media houses, 
and emphasised the need 
for an individual and 
collective role to establish 
gender equality in media.

Prof Gitiara Nasreen 
of Dhaka University’s 
mass communication and 
journalism department 
pointed out that significant 
structural issues within 
the media industry hinder 
women’s ability to work 
and thrive in the field. 

She stressed the 
need for media outlets 
to establish a code of 
conduct and arrange more 

training sessions for their 
employees to address these 
issues. Journalism should 
be objective and portray 
the reality of society and its 
people, rather than being 
based on a powerful male 
perspective, she added.

Nobonita Chowdhury, 
director of the Gender, 
Justice, and Diversity 
and Preventing Violence 
Against Women Initiative 
at Brac, highlighted the 
importance of including 
women in policy-making 
positions in the media 
industry and increasing the 
coverage of women from 
various perspectives to 
challenge societal norms.

Maria Stridsman, head of 
development cooperation 
of Sweden embassy, stressed 
the need for gender-specific 
stories that include women 
of all aspects.

During an open 
discussion, Dip Azad, 
secretary-general of 
Bangladesh Federal Union 
of journalists, demanded 
the amendment of sections 
25, 31, and 35 of the Digital 
Security Act. 

Other participants, 
including Sheepa Hafiza, 
an equality and rights 
activist, and Shima 
Moslem, joint general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Mahila Parishad, called for 
self-regulatory policies and 
gender-sensitivity training 
by organisations, such as 
NGOs and media houses, to 
promote gender equality.

Why not permit their commercial
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The HC bench of Justice 
Md Khasruzzaman and 
Justice Shahed Nuruddin 
issued the rule following 
a writ petition filed by 
Md Soriful Alam, owner 
of an ambulance and 
member of Mohanagar 
Ambulance Malik Samity 
(Metropolitan Ambulance 
Owners Association).

Soriful’s lawyer SS 
Arefin Junnun told The 
Daily Star that privately-
owned ambulances are 
allowed to operate under 
Section 31 of the Road 
Transport Act, 2018 for 
commercial purposes to 
serve patients.

But, BRTA is not giving 
permission for the vehicles 
to run commercially, which 

is a violation of the law, he 
said.

Soriful filed an 
application with BRTA a few 
months ago for registration 
of his ambulance to operate 
it commercially, but BRTA 
has not responded.

Deputy Attorney 
General Samarendranath 
Biswas represented the 
state during the hearing.

Trying to restore
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shops on the second floor, 
said, “It is not possible for 
us to resume our business 
without the help of the 
government, as I’m already 
under debt due to a loss of 
around Tk 25 lakh.” 

Meanwhile, fire service 
has formed a five-member 
probe committee to 
investigate the cause of the 
fire. 

Lt Col Mohammad 
Tajul Islam Chowdhury, 
director (operation 
and maintenance) of 

fire service, said, “It is 
not our responsibility 
to grant permission to 
resume normal market 
activities; rather, the 
market committee, police, 
DPDC, and other relevant 
authorities usually make 
the decision.”

Despite the challenges, 
the shop owners and staff 
are hopeful that they can 
resume their businesses 
soon and that the 
government will provide 
them with the necessary 
support.

Empower industrial
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other equipment. 
Supreme Court Lawyer 

Manjil Morshed said the 
government should bring 
an amendment to the 
current Industrial Police 
Act. Under the current law, 
they are not mandated to 
contain pollution.

Sheikh Rokon, secretary 
general of Riverine People, 
a civil-society initiative, 
said rivers are experiencing 

eight types of onslaught on 
them, including scarcity 
of water flow, illegal 
structures, pollution, 
encroachment, erosion, 
sand extraction, among 
others. 

“River Police can act 
against such malpractices 
by prioritising the sand 
extraction. Once sand 
extraction is stopped, many 
threats will automatically 
reduce,” he added.
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Huq’s 3rd 
death anniv
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
third death 
anniversary 
of freedom 
f i g h t e r 
J a h a n a r a 
H u q , 
mother of Law Minister 
Anisul Huq.

She breathed her last on 
April 18, 2020. She was 86. 

Anisul Huq has arranged 
prayer programmes for his 
mother’s departed soul 
at his village home under 
Brahmanbaria’s Kasba 
upazila. Food will also be 
distributed among orphans 
there. 

Besides, Awami League 
and its front organisations 
have organised 
programmes, including 
doa and iftar mahfils at 
Kasba and Akhaura in 
Brahmanbaria, to mark the 
day, a law ministry press 
release said.


