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Municipality 
mayor’s firearm 
licence revoked
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Pabna district magistrate has cancelled the 
firearm licence of Faridpur municipality mayor 
Kamruzzaman Mazed, also an Awami League 
leader, over misuse of firearms. The mayor, 
however, claimed that he is a victim of conspiracy, 
and he will go for legal action.

Earlier, police arrested the mayor’s son with 
a gun of his father in a clash between two rival 
AL groups. The son chased an union parishad 
chairman flaunting the gun on March 2. A case 
has been filed.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Trying to restore 
what has been lost

Owners, staff cleaning up shops 
after New Super Market fire

HELEMUL ALAM

The devastating fire that broke out at 
Dhaka New Super Market on Saturday 
has left shop owners and staff struggling 
to pick up the pieces of their businesses. 
While they await permission from 
authorities to resume activities, they have 
taken it upon themselves to clean up their 
shops, or whatever that is left of it.

The fire damaged 270 shops, most on 
the second floor. With Eid approaching, 
these shops were expected to sell around 
Tk 5 crore every day. However, due to the 
fire, they have been forced to close their 
doors, causing massive losses for shop 
owners, suppliers, and staff.

The shop owners are seeking assistance 
from the authorities to help them get back 
on their feet. The scene at the market 
yesterday was one of determination and 
resilience, as they worked to rebuild what 
was lost.

Mohammad Ariful Islam, a shop owner 

on the second floor, said, “I have faced a 
loss of around Tk 20 lakh due to the fire.  I 
don’t know how I will resume my business 
as I have no other capacity to invest more 
money.” 

Similarly, Mostafa Kamal Sagar, owner 
of five shops named Unique at the market, 
said, “We could’ve sold around Tk 10 lakh 
from these shops every day during this 
Ramadan. They have been out of operation 
since Saturday.”

Despite not having a green signal from 
authorities concerned to resume activities 
yet, many shop owners and staffers were 
cleaning their shops with advice from the 
shop owners’ association of New Super 
Market. 

Kazi Abul Khair, member secretary of 
Dhaka New Super Market Dakkhin Banik 
Samity, said they have already asked shop 
owners to open their shops except the 
second floor.

Mohammad Omar Faruk, owner of two 
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Farmers separate individual grains from paddy stalks using a machine in Bilpabla area of Khulna’s Dumuria 
upazila yesterday. As the beginning of Baishakh is the time for harvesting Boro paddy, farmers are now busy with 
the task. Each maund of rice sells for Tk 1,200 to Tk 1,300 at local markets. This photo was taken recently.
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Why not 
permit their 
commercial 
operation?
Questions HC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court 
yesterday questioned the 
government’s inaction 
to permit privately-
owned ambulances to 
operate commercially 
for serving patients.

The court issued a rule 
asking the respondents 
to explain why their 
inaction should not be 
declared illegal.

Officials concerned 
of the government 
including secretaries 
at the ministries 
of law, home, road 
transport and bridges, 
and health; chairman 
of Bangladesh Road 
Transport Authority 
(BRTA); inspector 
general of police (IGP); 
additional IGP (traffic); 
superintendents of 
police of Dhaka; and 
the national hotline 
(999) have been made 
respondents to the rule, 
which is returnable in 
four weeks.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Metro rail to run 
during Eid holidays
Trains will take longer 

intervals 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The metro rail authorities have announced that they 
will continue to operate trains during the upcoming 
Eid holidays, but with longer intervals than usual. 

MAN Siddique, managing director of Dhaka 
Mass Transit Company Ltd (DMTCL), revealed this 
information at a press conference held yesterday at the 
DMTCL head office.

According to Siddique, from April 20 until the day 
after Eid, trains will run from 8:00am to 2:00pm at 
20-minute intervals, instead of the current 10-minute 
intervals. On Eid day, trains will be operated from 
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