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Both US, AL want free polls
FROM PAGE 12

Blinken, Momen said the government 
encouraged the US side to send election 
observers as many as they want. “We 
are open to observers.”

The Bangladesh side also answered 
the questions that the US had -- including 
the one on the Digital Security Act.

Momen said the government is 
examining the issue as in some areas, 

the application of the DSA might not 
be done correctly. “We are examining 
it. If there is any weakness, we will take 
care of it.” 

The government has conveyed to the 
US that DSA is not meant for restricting 
the freedom of the press, noting that it 
believes in freedom of the press.

When a reporter drew his attention 
to a BNP delegation meeting US 

Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas 
yesterday, Momen said complaining to 
foreigners would bring no benefits to 
the opposition party. 

   He suggested the BNP reach out 
to voters at the grassroots and listen to 
them. “They should go to voters at the 
grassroots level. Foreigners will not cast 
votes, rather the people of Bangladesh 
will do that.”

Former Indian MP, brother shot dead
FROM PAGE 12

The brothers were deeply involved in 
India’s criminal underworld -- the ex-
MP was reportedly facing more than 
100 different cases -- and press reports 
said the attackers were petty criminals.

The pair were being taken to 
hospital for medical examinations and 
were surrounded by police officers at 
the time.

Local media reports said one of the 
gunmen was even carrying a television 
camera and another a microphone 
with the logo of a television channel.

Several days earlier police in 
the same state of Uttar Pradesh 
said they had shot dead Ahmed’s 
19-year-old son and his accomplice 
in a shootout. Both were wanted in a 
case of murder.

Scores of people facing charges 
have been killed in the state in recent 
years in similar so-called “police 
encounters”, which rights groups say 
are often extra-judicial executions.

Ahmed, who had been facing 
charges of murder and assault, last 
month had claimed in a petition to 

India’s top court that his life was under 
threat from the police.

The shooting sparked outrage 
among opposition parties accusing 
the BJP of ruling by fear.

Hundreds of politicians belonging 
to all parties across India have criminal 
cases pending against them, with poor 
Uttar Pradesh a particular hotspot.

These include nearly half of 
government ministers in the state 
including the state premier, according 
to independent monitoring group the 
Association for Democratic Reforms.

Public audit law in the offing
FROM PAGE 12

More specific provisions should be 
included to meet the stated objective 
of accountability and transparency, 
he said.

For instance, the OCAG should be 
given the authority to recommend 
appropriate corrective actions to be 
taken by the respective supervisory 
authorities in case the auditee fails 
to take effective actions based on the 
audit.

CAG should have full financial 
independence not only on charged 

expenditures but also on regular 
financial matters like payments of 
subscription for membership of 
relevant international and regional 
professional bodies for which 
separate government approval is 
redundant, he added.

 Zahid Hussain, a former lead 
economist of the World Bank’s 
Dhaka office, emphasised the proper 
implementation of the law.

“In principle, the new law has 
created the scope for increasing 
accountability and transparency. But 

there are risks of abuses. If there is 
a systematic audit process, then we 
will get positive results in increasing 
accountability of public expenditure. 
But if it is used to harass anyone, it 
will bring opposite results.”

The authority of enacting the 
rules under the law should be in the 
hands of the CAG rather than the 
government, he said.

“CAG has the capacity -- it has the 
jurisdiction. If anyone else makes 
the rule, check and balance will be 
hampered.”
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Putin applauds ‘strengthening’ role of church amid conflict
AFP, Moscow

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
marked Orthodox Easter yesterday 
by applauding the “strengthening” 
role of the church for society and 
youth, while the country’s top bishop 
supported the offensive in Ukraine.

“I would like to express my profound 
gratitude for your tireless and selfless 

work in preserving the enduring 
historical, spiritual, moral and family 
values, by educating and enlightening 
youth,” said Putin after taking part in 
the liturgy at the Cathedral of Christ 
the Saviour in Moscow.

“For many years, your wise 
pastoral words have served to 
strengthen society... Today, as we face 
serious challenges, it is particularly 

important,” he added.
Easter is the most important 

celebration in the Orthodox calendar 
in both Russia and Ukraine.

In the past, Russia’s top bishop, the 
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow, has justified 
the country’s offensive in Ukraine by 
insisting Russians and Ukrainians are 
brothers who have been separated by 
force, particularly by the West.


