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The mangled carriages of Sonar Bangla Express at the Hasanpur Railway Station of Cumilla’s Nangalkot 
yesterday evening. The train was apparently diverted to the wrong line where a freight train was stationary. The 
collision left at least 30 people injured.  PHOTO: COLLECTED

KEY TO PROSPERITY

It’s political 
power, not 
military rule
Says PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina yesterday said 
that political leadership 
and decisions -- not 
military rule -- are the 
most important factors 
for a country to prosper.

“Whenever our 
country was outside 
political decisions, which 
means under direct 
or indirect military 
rule, it did not register 
its development and 
prosperity. The people 
of the country have to 
realise this.”

The premier said this 
while delivering her 
introductory speech at 
the eighth meeting of 
the National Training 
Council held at the Gono 
Bhaban.

She said that 
development in every 
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No let-up in 
heat until Eid
Experts blame weather 
phenomena, urban sprawl 
for rising mercury
MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

The hot and dry weather during the day and 
plummeting mercury during the night are 
highly unusual phenomena in Bangladesh, 
said experts, blaming urbanisation and a 
set of weather conditions for the heatwave. 

Dhaka experienced the hottest day 
since 1965 (40.5 degrees Celsius) yesterday. 

The temperature was 40.4 degrees 
Celsius during the day on Saturday and 
28 degrees that night, said Bangladesh 
Meteorological Department (BMD).

The highest temperature in the country 
that day was in Chuadanga, 42.2 degrees 
Celsius, but the night-time temperature 
there was a pleasant 23.5 degrees Celsius.

Meteorologists and experts said 
such differences between day and night 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

SECOND EDITION

Sonar Bangla 
Express slams 
into freight 
train
30 hurt, tomorrow’s 

trip cancelled

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka-bound Sonar Bangla 
Express hit a freight train 
at Nangalkot of Cumilla 
causing seven carriages 
and the locomotive to 
derail yesterday evening.

At least 30 people were 
injured and five among 
them were in serious 
condition, said Jashim 
Uddin Chowdhury, officer-
in-charge of Laksham 
Railway Police Station. 

He said the five seriously 
injured were sent to 
hospitals.
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PICK FOR BARISHAL MAYOR

A resolute Hasina 
prevails

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

Barishal dominated the talks when the ruling Awami League’s  nomination 
board sat on Saturday to pick mayoral candidates for five cities.

Held at the Gono Bhaban with AL President Sheikh Hasina in the 
chair, the meeting didn’t take long to finalise nominees for Khulna, 
Gazipur, Rajshahi and Sylhet.

But for Barishal, there was a lengthy discussion between Hasina and 
Abul Hasnat Abdullah, the MP from Barishal-1 constituency and also a 
cousin of the AL chief. 

The other members of the board kept silent all along. 
According to insiders, Hasnat repeatedly pleaded with Hasina to 

nominate his son and incumbent Barishal mayor, Serniabat Sadiq 
Abdullah.  

But the AL chief backed Abul Khair Abdullah, the youngest brother 
of Hasnat, after the names of those who collected the nomination 
forms were placed at the meeting, said three board members who 
attended the meeting.

The nomination panel went with the party chief.  
Arguing for his son, Hasnat said he was the current mayor and a 

strong contender. 
If Sadiq didn’t get the ticket, his political career would come to 
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FIRE-RAVAGED NEW SUPER MARKET

Shops on ground, 1st 
floors to reopen today

MD ABBAS and SAJJAD HOSSAIN

Traders of Dhaka’s New Super Market 
are desperately trying to reopen their 
business after the firemen doused the fire 
and handed over the market to the market 
authorities around 10:00am yesterday.

The busy clothing and crockeries 
market remained closed since a fire broke 
out around 5:40am on Saturday and 
gutted 243 shops, causing huge loss to 

traders, who were expecting brisk business 
before Eid.

“We have started the cleaning up 
work and hope to complete it by tonight 
[Sunday]. The shops on the ground and 
first floors will be opened by tomorrow 
[Monday],” Kazi Abul Khayer, member 
secretary of Dhaka New Super Market 
Beboshayee Samity (South), told The 
Daily Star.
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