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Japan PM 
unhurt, 
resumes 
campaigning
AFP, Tokyo

Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida was 
evacuated unhurt after 
a suspect threw what 
appeared to be a smoke 
bomb at an outdoor speech 
in western Japan yesterday.

Kishida took cover 
after a loud explosion was 
heard while police subdued 
a man at the scene, 
Japanese media footage 
showed. A police officer 
suffered minor injuries in 
the incident, the Nikkei 
newspaper reported, citing 
Wakayama prefectural 
police.

“Police are investigating 
the details of the loud 
explosive sound at the 
previous speech venue,” 
Kishida said when he 
resumed his campaign 
speeches. “I am sorry for 
causing many people to be 
concerned. We are in the 
middle of an important 
election for our country. 
We must carry this on 
together.”

SAUDI-YEMEN PRISONER SWAP

Hundreds of POWs freed
AFP, Sanaa

Hundreds of prisoners of war, including 
Saudis, were freed yesterday as part of a 
cross-border exchange between a Saudi-
led military coalition and Yemen’s Iran-
backed Huthi rebels, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross said.

The flights connecting Saudi Arabia 
and Huthi-held territory in Yemen were 
part of a multi-day transfer involving 
nearly 900 detainees, and came amid 
peace talks which have raised hopes for 
an end to Yemen’s eight-year-old war.

Yesterday’s first flight left the 
southern Saudi city of Abha for Yemen’s 
Huthi-held capital Sanaa with 120 Huthi 
rebel prisoners, ICRC public affairs and 
media adviser Jessica Moussan said.

It was followed by a flight from 
Sanaa to Riyadh carrying 20 former 

detainees, among them 16 Saudis and 
three Sudanese, according to the state-
affiliated Al-Ekhbariya channel.

Other flights yesterday included a 
second Abha-Sanaa leg with 117 Huthis 
on board, and three more carrying a 
combined 100 Huthis to Sanaa from 
the government-held Yemeni town of 
Mokha.

The total number of prisoners of war 
on both sides is unknown.Coalition 
spokesman Turki al-Maliki said the 
goal was to “get back all prisoners and 
detainees”.

The ongoing exchange is a confidence-
building measure coinciding with a 
diplomatic push to end Yemen’s war, 
which has left hundreds of thousands 
dead from the fighting and knock-on 
effects like hunger and lack of access to 
health care.

PENSION REFORM

Macron signs 
controversial 
law
AFP, Paris

French President 
Emmanuel Macron signed 
his controversial pension 
reform into law yesterday, 
prompting accusations 
from unions and the left he 
was showing “contempt” 
towards those behind 
a three-month protest 
movement.

The alterations became 
law after the text was 
published before dawn in 
France’s official journal, with 
the livid opposition claiming 
that Macron had moved to 
smuggle it through in the 
depth of the night.

Yemeni Huthi prisoners board a plane of the International Committee of the Red Cross from the government-held 
town of Mokha to Sanaa during a prisoner swap on April 15, 2023. PHOTO: AFP

Germany closes 
last nuclear 
plants

AFP, Berlin

Germany was scheduled 
to switch off its last 
three nuclear reactors 
yesterday, exiting atomic 
power even as it seeks to 
wean itself off fossil fuels 
and manage an energy 
crisis caused by the war 

in Ukraine.
While many Western countries are upping 

their investments in atomic energy to reduce their 
emissions, Germany is bringing an early end to its 
nuclear age.

Europe’s largest economy has been looking to 
leave behind nuclear power since 2002, but the 
phase-out was accelerated by former chancellor 
Angela Merkel in 2011 after the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster in Japan.

The exit decision was popular in a country 
with a powerful anti-nuclear movement, stoked 
by lingering fears of Cold War conflict and atomic 
disasters such as Chernobyl in Ukraine.

“The risks of nuclear power are ultimately 
unmanageable,” said Environment Minister Steffi 
Lemke, who this week made a pilgrimage to the 
ill-fated Japanese plant ahead of a G7 meeting in 
the country.

Greenpeace, at the heart of the anti-nuclear 
movement, organised a celebratory fete at the 
Brandenburg Gate in Berlin to mark the occasion.

“Finally, nuclear energy belongs to history! 
Let’s make this April 15 a day to remember,” the 
organisation said.

US should stop 
‘encouraging’ war

Says Brazil’s Lula on Ukrain war; Russia claims gains 
in Bakhmut; strike kills 11 in Sloviansk

AFP

Brazil’s president said yesterday that the 
United States should stop “encouraging war” 
in Ukraine, as he wrapped a state visit to China 
in which he has strengthened economic ties 
with his country’s main trading partner.

Meanwhile, Russia yesterday claimed 
advances on the northern and 
southern outskirts of Ukraine’s 
embattled city of Bakhmut.

Russia also shelled a block of 
flats in the eastern Ukrainian 
city of Sloviansk, killing 
eleven people, authorities 
said yesterday, including a 
two-year-old boy who was 
rescued from the rubble but 
died on his way to hospital.

Lula was headed yesterday 
to the United Arab Emirates for 
a one-day official visit, and will meet 
his counterpart Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al-Nahyan.

During the trip to China, the left-wing 
leader lashed out at the power of the US dollar 
and the IMF, and met representatives from 
Chinese tech giant Huawei, which has been 
effectively shut out of the US market.

“The United States needs to stop 
encouraging war and start talking about 
peace. The European Union needs to start 

talking about peace,” Lula told reporters in 
Beijing.

Russian troops have been battling since 
last summer to capture Bakhmut, which has 
taken on huge symbolic importance even 
though analysts say it has little strategic value.

Kyiv has said the battle for the town is key 
to holding back Russian forces along the 

entire eastern front.
“Wagner assault units 

have successfully advanced, 
capturing two districts on 

the northern and southern 
outskirts of the city,” Russia’s 
defence ministry said in a 
briefing on Saturday.

The Russian Wagner 
mercenary group, headed by 

Kremlin-linked businessman 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, has 

spearheaded much of the fighting 
for the city.

According to the ministry, Ukrainian 
troops “while retreating, are deliberately 
destroying city infrastructure and residential 
buildings in order to slow the advance” of 
Moscow’s forces.

AFP was unable to verify the situation on 
the ground.

Both Russia and Ukraine are believed to 
have suffered huge losses in the battle for 
Bakhmut.

‘DIFFICULT’ CLIMATE TALKS

G7 foreign 
ministers 
meet in Japan
AFP, Sapporo

G7 allies met 
yesterday for two 
days of “difficult” 
climate talks in 
northern Japan, 
facing pressure 
to show progress 
on key fossil fuel 
commitments in an example to other 
major economies including China.

A French government source earlier 
described “difficult” discussions, but 
the country’s energy transition minister 
Agnes Pannier-Runacher painted a 
brighter picture of today’s talks.

She hailed “significant progress” in 
the joint statement, which she said sent 
“positive signals for the upcoming G20 
and the upcoming COP” in Delhi and 
Dubai.

The ministers want to show unity after 
a major UN climate report warned last 
month that 1.5 degrees Celsius of global 
warming would be seen in about a decade

Campaigners have warned climate and 
environment ministers from the leading 
developed countries against backsliding 
on pledges to shift away from coal and 
natural gas at home and abroad.

But a leaked third draft of a statement to 
be issued today at the meeting in Sapporo 
has relieved some experts.


