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A new beginning

Project to rehabilitate 800 child labourers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

To rescue 800 children from hazardous 
labour and create educational 
opportunities for them through a 
joyful learning environment, Educo 
Bangladesh, a global development and 
humanitarian organisation, launched 
a three-year project at a city hotel 
yesterday.

Dr Kamal Uddin Ahmed, chairperson 
of National Human Rights Commission 
Bangladesh, inaugurated the project, 
titled “Strengthening the Right to 
Education for Child Labourers in Dhaka 
City”, implemented by Educo and co-
funded by Koica, ChildFund Korea and 
Educo itself.

“We must invest in ensuring 
education for children,” said the NHRC 
chairman, asking everyone to join 
hands and work together to reach the 
goal.

In his welcome speech, Educo 
Bangladesh Country Director Abdul 
Hamid highlighted that children are 
driven towards hazardous jobs not just 
due to poverty but also due to a lack of 
awareness.

Afzal Kabir Khan, manager of 

Child Labour Elimination at Educo 
Bangladesh, said hazardous work can 
have significant adverse effects on the 
health and well-being of children.

“Therefore, removing children from 
such environments and providing them 
with education and other support 
can go a long way in protecting their 
physical and mental health,” he said.

Educo Bangladesh, with the 
assistance of its partner, Eco Social 
Development Organization (ESDO), 
has set up eight schools in slum areas 
with a high concentration of working 
children. These children are out of 
school and engaged in hazardous work, 
he added.

“I work as a laguna helper in the 
morning and then join the school in 
the afternoon. I don’t like working, 
even though I earn Tk 500 every day. I 
want to continue my education and be 
a businessman when I grow up,” said 
a student of one of the schools at the 
event.

Taeyoung Kim, country director of 
Koica Bangladesh, and Ignacio Siles 
Fernández-Palacios, deputy head of 
mission at the Spanish embassy in 
Bangladesh, also spoke at the event.

Martyrdom 
anniv of 
five family 
members 
tomorrow
STAR REPORT

The 52nd martyrdom 
anniversary of five 
members of the family of 
Saidur Rahman, founder 
(president) of Projonmo ’71, 
will be observed tomorrow, 
said a press release.

The deceased are Saidur 
Rahman’s father Fazlur 
Rahman; mother Hosne 
Akter, an NGO trainer; 
and brothers -- Mostafizur 
Rahman (Mojnu), college 
student; and Hasinur 
Rahman (Hiron) and Azizur 
Rahman (Babu), both high 
school students. They were 
brutally killed at the Railway 
Government Residence 
in Saidpur of Nilphamari 
jointly by the Pakistani 
occupation army and their 
collaborators on the day 
during the Liberation War, 
the release added. 

New Eid, same old fear of gridlocks
FROM PAGE 6

removed the dilapidated 
foot-bridge at Elenga 
without informing them. 

However, some 
progress has been made. 
The widening of the 
1,200-metre road from 
Elenga bus stand to 
Bhuanpur Link Road will 
be completed before Eid, 
according to Md Rabiul 
Awal, project manager of 
Abdul Momen Limited, the 
contractor firm assigned 
for the project.

But passengers and 
drivers have said that this is 
just the iceberg’s tip. 

Babu Mia, a bus driver 
on the northern route from 
Dhaka, said, “Nothing has 
been done everywhere 
except for the ongoing 
construction of widening 
this small road in Elenga. 
Everything is the same as it 
was the previous Eid. So it 
appears that similar traffic 
congestion will occur this 
time as well.”

Besides, Babu pointed 
out that there is a possibility 
of gridlocks on the 22-km 
road from the western end 
of the bridge to Hatikumrul 
intersection in Sirajganj 
due to the ongoing works 
to upgrade the highway 
into four-lanes.

Roashan Yazdani, 
officer-in-charge of 

Bangabandhu Bridge West 
Police Station, revealed 
that there are still some 
problems on the road from 
the western end of the 
bridge to Hatikumrul area, 
which will not be resolved 
before Eid. 

But he didn’t specify 
the problems, apart from 
saying that there is a bridge 
at Jhawail area, about 
seven kilometres from 
the Bangabandhu bridge, 
where the speed of vehicles 
may slow down.

Kawsar Ahmed of 
Nilphamari, who returns 
home for Eid from Dhaka 
every year, hopes that the 
authorities will take steps 
to reduce traffic congestion 
at the Bangabandhu Bridge. 
But he is not too optimistic.

“Every Eid, I travel to 
Nilphamari to celebrate 
with friends and relatives. 
Every year, though, heavy 
traffic near the bridge 
dampens the festivities. It 
seems this year will be no 
different.”

Tangail Traffic Inspector 
(Administration) Delwar 
Hossain suggests that 
garment authorities should 
give scheduled holidays in 
phases to prevent the rush 
of home-bound workers on 
highways, which is a major 
reason for traffic jams 
during Eid.

To ensure a smooth 
return for people of the 
northern region, a meeting 
was held in the office of 
Tangail Superintendent of 
Police Sarkar Mohammad 
Kaiser on March 29. Over 
700 police officers will be 
on duty on the highway to 

help people return home 
smoothly during Eid. 

The SP has also 
instructed the authorities 
concerned to prevent 
three-wheelers and small 
vehicles plying the service 
lane, and prevent them 
from entering the highway.

Rebuilding from
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in the market, who, along 
with the traders, are in 
serious trouble,” said 
Mohammad Arif, another 
staffer of Seven Star 
Collection.

Mohammad Hira, a 
staffer of a makeshift shop 
in Bangabazar, said his 
owner (mohajan) borrowed 
Tk 50,000 to run the 
makeshift shop, but sales 
are still poor.

Mohammad Nasir, 
another trader in the 
market, said it is not 
possible to recover the loss, 
but resuming the business 
is a mental satisfaction.

Dr Sharif Hossain, 
a professor at Dhaka 
University, visited the 
market along with his 

wife Lutfan Nahar for Eid 
shopping. He said that they 
went there this year to help 
the affected traders.

“If everyone comes 
forward to purchase 
something from here, 
then it will be very helpful 
for them to resume their 
business properly,” he said.

During the inauguration 
of the makeshift stall on 
Wednesday, the DSCC 
mayor announced that Tk 
2 crore would be provided 
from their own fund to the 
victims. 

To completely 
rehabilitate the affected 
traders, DSCC will sit 
with Dokan Malik Samity, 
FBCCI, DSCCI, and other 
stakeholders after Eid-ul-
Fitr, said the mayor.

22 years gone, justice
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found in this case, the 
government is not interested 
to conduct hearings,” said 
Shishir Manir, adding that 
the convicts, who have 
been in jail, particularly in 
condemned cells, are being 
deprived of justice due to 
the long delay.

Attorney general’s 
office sources said the 
investigation of the case 
was conducted carelessly 
during the regime of then 
BNP-Jamaat led alliance 
government. Besides, the 

main accused Mufti Abdul 
Hannan has already been 
executed in connection 
with another criminal case.

There is no proper 
documents and evidence, 
other than confessional 
statements from one or 
two convicts, to prove the 
charges brought against 
the accused, and therefore, 
the state counsels are not 
all too serious about this 
case, said sources.

The accused who got 
capital punishment are 
Mufti Abdul Hannan 
Munshi, Moulana Akbar 
Hossain alias Helaluddin, 
Moulana Mohammad 
Tajuddin, Hafez Jahangir 
Alam Badar, Moulana Abu 
Bakar alias Selim Hawlader, 
Mufti Shafiqur Rahman, 
Mufti Abdul Hye, and Arif 
Hasan Suman.

The trial court gave life 
imprisonment to Moulana 
Abu Taher, Moulana 
Sabbir alias Abdul Hannan, 
Moulana Yahiya, Moulana 
Shawkat Osman alias 
Sheikh Farid, Moulana 
Abdur Rouf, and Shahadat 
Ullah alias Jewel.

Of the convicts, nine 
are reportedly in jail, while 
convicts Tajuddin, younger 
brother of BNP leader 
Abdus Salam Pintu; Hafez 
Jahangir; Moulana Abu 
Bakar; Mufti Shafiqur; and 
Mufti Hye are absconding.

Mufti Abdul Hannan, 
one of the country’s 
most notorious militants, 
involved in plotting and 
carrying out all the terror 
attacks by Harkat-ul-Jihad 
al-Islami Bangladesh, 
was executed on April 13, 
2017 at Kashimpur High 
Security Prison.

Hannan was executed 
for carrying out a grenade 
attack on then British 
high commissioner Anwar 
Choudhury in Sylhet on 
May 21, 2004.
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