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M’singh students 
gearing up for 

Mangal Shobhajatra
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The students of the Fine Arts Department at Jatiya 
Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) are 
busy preparing for the Mongol Shobhajatra rally to 
celebrate Pahela Baishakh on their campus. 

As the Bangalee New Year approaches, around 
100 students from the department have been 
working tirelessly to complete the artworks.

Khokon Das, a master’s student, said that some 
senior students are leading preparations under 
the guidance of  the department head Nagorbasi 
Barman and faculty member Masum Hawlader. 

The students are making images of traditional 
items such as decorated pots, dolls, birds, animals 
and musical instruments at the department premises 
to make the procession flamboyant, he added.

The students said preparations for the rally will be 
completed on time, and some 200 masks of different 
images will be included. The rally will feature natural 
and traditional elements of rural Bangla.

Meanwhile, JKKNIU authorities will host day-
long programmes. The day’s programmes include 
a traditional rally, a discussion meet, and a cultural 
show. 

Vice-chancellor of JKKNIU, Prof Dr Soumitra 
Sekhar Dey, said they hope to observe the day with 
a new flurry of festivities and celebrations involving 
the people of local areas.

The students of Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin Fine 
Arts Institute in Mymensingh are also busy preparing 
to welcome the New Year, said Mohammad Abdur 
Rouf, acting principal of the college. A cultural show 
will also be held marking the day.

Mymensingh Bibhagiyo Charu Shilpi Parshad, a 
forum of painters, will organise a painting competition 
for children at the town’s Zainul Park to celebrate the 
day, said Md Rajon, the forum’s president. 

Besides, Mymensingh Borshoboron Utjapon 
Parishad, and different socio-cultural and 
educational institutions in the district are also 
getting on with their preparations.
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85pc inland 
vessels running 
without licence
Says JS body on 
shipping ministry
RASHIDUL HASAN

Eighty-five percent of the country’s 
inland waterway vessels are running 
without licence. Although there are 
currently over 1 lakh of such vessels in the 
country, only 15,850 of them have come 
under registration. As a result, security 
remains lax, while the government keeps 
losing revenue. 

Inland vessels are those that mainly 
operate in waterways within the country, 
not the ocean.

The information was obtained 
from the minutes of a meeting of the 
parliamentary standing committee on 
the shipping ministry.

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were approved in yesterday’s meeting 
held at Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban. 

Director General of the Department 
of Shipping Commodore Md Nizamul 
Haque said the department is struggling 
to enforce shipping laws as all vessels 
have not come under registration.

“If these vessels are included in the 
registration, it will be possible to ensure 
safety. Besides, the government’s revenue 
will also increase,” said the DG.

He also informed about the initiative 
to take up the project of registration of 
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Who will save 
Karatoya?

Even the district admin pollutes the 
river, allege environmentalists

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Environmentalists and residents of Bogura have demanded 
that the government take action to save the Karatoya river from 
influential grabbers who are slowly killing it.

At a public meeting, organised jointly by the Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers Association (Bela), Association for Land 
Reform and Development (ALRD), Nijera Kori, and Water Rights 
Forum Bangladesh yesterday, people from all walks of life urged the 
government to punish those responsible for the river’s condition. 
Officials from various organisations, including the local Water 
Development Board (WDB), district administration, district police, 
and Department of Environment, were present at the meeting.

Abdul Khalek, a local, claimed that even the municipality was 
polluting the river. “Although the court and local administration 
desired a pollution-free river, nothing much has changed.”

Nitanando Das, president of Bogura’s Shajahanpur upazila 
Fishermen Association, said in the past, people used to catch fish 
from the Karatoya and sell them in Bogura, but today there are no 
fish in the river as the water is polluted.

During the meeting, Tuhin Wadud, director of the Riverine 
People, reported that he visited the Bogura DC (Deputy 
Commissioner) office yesterday morning and found that the office 
itself was dumping garbage into the Karatoya river. He questioned 
who would save the river if the DC office itself pollutes it.

Rizwana Hasan, chief executive of Bela, said the High Court 
ordered WDB to remove the Khulsi Three-Vent Regulator over the 
river in Gobinaganj and take steps to prevent encroachment and 
pollution of the river in Gaibandha and Bogura. The court had 
also ordered the authorities to demarcate the riverbank according 
to CS maps and water-flow during monsoon, but none of these 
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Environmental
activists say 
the Khulshi 
Three-Vent 

Regulator is a 
sluice-gate-like 
structure, built 

across Karatoya 
in Gaibandha’s 

Gobindaganj 
to prevent 

flooding. 
However, the 

regulator 
obstructs 

natural flow 
upstream, 

drying up the 
waterbody.
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