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China ends 
Taiwan drills 
REUTERS, Taipei

China ended three days 
of military drills around 
Taiwan yesterday saying 
they had tested integrated 
military capabilities under 
actual combat conditions, 
having practised precision 
strikes and blockading the 
island that Beijing views as 
its own.

Taiwan responded to 
Beijing’s announcement by 
saying it would “never relax” 
its efforts to strengthen 
combat readiness and 
would closely monitor 
China’s missile forces 
and movements of the 
Shandong aircraft carrier.

The European Union 
expressed concern 
yesterday, saying Taiwan’s 
status should not be 
changed by force as any 
escalation, accident or use 
of force there would have 
huge global implications. 

China has never 
renounced the use of force 
to bring the democratically-
governed island under 
Beijing’s control. Taiwan’s 
government strongly 
disputes China’s claims.

Villagers pick up humanitarian aid during heavy fighting at the frontline of Bakhmut and Chasiv Yar, in Chasiv Yar, 
Ukraine yesterday.
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PAKISTAN’S QUETTA

Four killed in 
blast targeting 
police vehicle
REUTERS, Quetta

Four people were killed and fifteen injured 
in a bombing targeting a police vehicle in a 
marketplace in the southwestern Pakistani city 
of Quetta yesterday, a hospital official said. “The 
injured numbers reached fifteen, and four dead,” 
Wasim Baig, a spokesperson for the Quetta 
hospital, told Reuters. He added that the dead 
included one woman, while two women were 
injured. Senior police official Shafqat Cheema 
told Reuters that the target was the vehicle of the 
acting superintendent of police investigations, 
which was parked in Kandahari Bazar.  He said 
initial reports showed an improvised explosive 
device was planted in a motorcycle parked 
behind the vehicle. Two police officers who were 
sitting in the vehicle were among the dead, SSP 
operations Zohaib Mohsin Baloch said. The initial 
investigation revealed that 4 to 5 kg of explosive 
was used in the motorcycle, which was detonated 
by remote control, he added. This is the second 
attack on police in less than 24 hours. On Sunday 
evening armed men targeted personnel of the 
Police Eagle Squad in Quetta, killing two police 
officers and injuring another. One of the attackers 
was killed by police.

BASES ACCESSIBLE TO US TROOPS

Philippines rules 
out ‘offensive 
actions’
AFP, Manila

The Philippines will not allow “any offensive actions” from 
the bases it has opened to US troops, President Ferdinand 
Marcos said yesterday.

Manila last week announced the locations of four more 
military bases it is allowing the US military to use on top 
of the five agreed on under the 2014 Enhanced Defense 
Cooperation Agreement, known as EDCA.

The deal allows US troops to rotate through and store 
defence equipment and supplies.

China warned last week the expanded military deal 
could endanger regional peace, and accused Washington 
of a “zero-sum mentality”.

The four additional bases include sites near the hotly 
disputed South China Sea and another not far from 
Taiwan.

Marcos said China’s reaction over the expanded 
military deal was “not surprising”, but assured them the 
Philippines is only shoring up its territorial defence.

“We will not allow our bases to be used for any offensive 
actions. This is only aimed at helping the Philippines 
whenever we need help,” Marcos told reporters. “If no one 
is attacking us, they need not worry because we will not 
fight them.”

The pact stalled under former president Rodrigo 
Duterte, who favoured closer ties with China.

But Marcos, who succeeded Duterte in June, has 
adopted a more US-friendly foreign policy and sought to 
accelerate the implementation of the EDCA.

5 killed, 6 hurt 
in Kentucky 
bank shooting
AFP, Washington

Five people were killed 
and at least six others 
hospitalised following a 
shooting targeting a bank 
yesterday in downtown 
Louisville, in the US state 
of Kentucky, according 
to police who said the 
assailant had been 
neutralised.

Police tweeted that 
calls had come in around 
8:30 am (1230 GMT) for 
an “active aggressor” at 
the Old National Bank in 
Louisville, the largest city 
in the southern state, and 
that officers were on the 
scene in “minutes.”

“Five people have been 
confirmed to have been 
killed inside. At least 
six were transported to 
University of Louisville 
hospital, including one 
officer with various 
injuries,” a police 
spokesman told a press 
conference.

BOAT SINKING

Two migrants 
dead, 20 
missing in 
the Med
AFP, Rome

At least two migrants 
have died and around 20 
others are missing after 
their vessel sank in the 
Mediterranean between 
Tunisia and Italy, German 
aid group ResQship told 
AFP.

The group’s ship, the 
Nadir, rescued another 
22 people and took them 
to the Italian island of 
Lampedusa, said Stefen 
Seyfert of ResQship. Their 
boat sank overnight 
Saturday to Sunday.

Among those rescued 
were men, women and 
children from Cameroon, 
Ivory Coast and Mali, Ingo 
Werth, captain of the 
Nadir, said. A pregnant 
woman was among those 
saved, while the boat’s crew 
also recovered the bodies of 
two men.

ARUNACHAL PRADESH

China criticises Indian 

minister’s visit
AGENCIES

China firmly opposes a visit by 
India’s home minister to Arunachal 
Pradesh and views his activities 
in the area as violating Beijing’s 
territorial sovereignty, a foreign 
ministry spokesperson told a news 
briefing yesterday. 

China has renamed some places 
in what India regards as its eastern 
state of Arunachal Pradesh, which 
China claims as part of its territory.

“Zangnan is China’s territory,” 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said 
in response to a question on the 
visit by Indian Home Minister Amit 
Shah.

“The Indian official’s visit to 
Zangnan violates China’s territorial 
sovereignty, and is not conducive 
to the peace and tranquillity of the 
border situation.”

China and India have had several 
skirmishes over the disputed border 
and clashes in mountainous regions 
in recent years have seriously 
strained ties, reports Reuters.

India’s Home Minister Amit Shah 
will visit Arunachal Pradesh on 
April 10 and 11 where he will launch 
the ‘Vibrant Villages Programme’ in 
Kibithoo, a village along the India-
China border.

India has always maintained that 
Arunachal Pradesh is an inalienable 
part of the country, and China 
giving its own inventive names will 
not change the ground reality.

“This is not the first time that 
China is making such attempts, and 
we have criticised such attempts. 
Arunachal Pradesh is an inalienable 
part of India. China giving its own 
inventive names will not change 
the ground reality. I would like 
to re-emphasise that,” Ministry 

of External Affairs (MEA) official 
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi had 
said last week. 

The US also strongly opposed 
China’s attempts to advance a 
claim over Arunachal Pradesh by 
renaming localities, reports NDTV.

“This is another attempt by 
the Chinese claim on US, Indian 
territory. So the United States, as 
you know, has recognized that 
territory for a long time and we 
strongly oppose any unilateral 
attempts to advance a territory 
claim by renaming localities. And 
so, again, this is something that we 
have long stood by a few things,” 
White House Press Secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre said. 

Shah, talking about the Kibithoo 
village, said, “This is the area where 
the light of sunshine reaches first 
in the country. Earlier, people 
used to call this the last village 
of the country but now we call it 
the first village of India, that is the 
conceptual change PM Modi has 
brought.”


