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Announce April 10
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Ahmed, historian Syed 
Anwar Hossain, and 
Liberation War veteran 
Nasir Uddin Usuf spoke at 
the event.

Meanwhile, Sohel Taj, 
son of Bangladesh’s first 
prime minister Tajuddin 
Ahmad, has also demanded 
announcing April 10 
as “Republic Day” in a 
memorandum to Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Gazi Hafizur Rahman, 
personal secretary-2 to the 
prime minister, received 
the memorandum at the 
entrance of Gono Bhaban 
yesterday, following a sit-
in on Manik Mia Avenue in 
front of the parliament.

Speakers in a separate 
event in Dhaka organised 
by Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal 
Nirmul Committee also 
demanded April 10 to be 
observed nationally.

Human trafficking syndicate
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letter to the United Nations 
ECOSOC (Economic 
and Social Council) to 
attend a programme, 
and then completing the 
registration for it with 
the UN Headquarters. 
He would then use the 
documents to apply for 
visas with the US embassy 
in Dhaka, identifying the 
individual or visa seeker as 
a high employee of the so-
called NGO.

“Once the approval 
letter is issued, Kashem 
uses the documents for 
visa application with the 
US embassy,” said Junaed 
Alam Sarker, additional 
deputy commissioner of 
DB.

Junaed added that the 
embassy generally issues 
official or multiple three-
month visas after taking an 
interview and fingerprint 

of the applicants. However, 
after the visa tenure ends, 
many of these individuals 
stay in the country illegally 
and never return.

Kashem, who charged 
Tk 10 to 12 lakh from each 
applicant, has sent at least 
20 to 25 people to the USA. 
The police have come to 
know that Kashem and his 
syndicate have sent around 
80 people to the USA and 
different countries in 
Europe so far.

DB took action and 
arrested the three, 
including the ringleader, 
while investigating a case 
filed by the US embassy 
with Gulshan Police station 
on March 15. According to 
the FIR, filed by Michael 
Lee, security attaché of 
the regional security 
office at the US embassy, 
four Bangladesh citizens 
attended a visa interview 

and processing at the 
embassy with fraudulent 
documents from a visa 
broker.

The four citizens were 
attempting to deceive the 
embassy by saying that 
they were attending a 
conference at the United 
Nations in New York. The 
documents were several 
letters and emails from 
Kathak Academy. However, 
the suspects confessed that 
they paid money to obtain 
the fraudulent documents 
and that they had no 
association with the NGO.

Kashem has embezzled 
several crores by arranging 
the fraudulent documents 
and trafficking people to 
the USA and Europe, said 
ADC Junaed. 

The police are now 
investigating whether 
any other individuals are 
involved in the syndicate.

The grim picture of street children
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of street children came 
to the street with their 
parents.

Regarding the activities 
these children are engaged 
with, the survey revealed 
that 20.9 percent are 
involved in garbage 
collection, while 18.4 
percent resort to begging 
as a means of survival.

Another 16 percent are 
involved in transportation 
and construction, with 14.8 
percent working in shops, 
restaurants, and tea stalls. 
A small proportion -- 0.7 
percent -- are engaged 
in petty crimes and sex 
work, while 0.5 percent 
do sweeping and cleaning 
activities.

The survey reveals 
that approximately 64 
percent of girls living 
on the streets resort to 
using unhygienic cloth 
during their menstruation. 
Furthermore, a staggering 
73 percent of these girls 
repeatedly use the same 
old cloth.

According to the survey, 
nearly all street children 
have experienced some 
type of violence while 
working, with over 61.7 
percent reporting physical 
abuse in their workplaces.

It also revealed that 

28.8 percent of boys are 
smokers, while 13.7 percent 
of them abuse drugs.

Over 60 percent of street 
children do not wish to 
return to their families, with 
social or family problems 
being a significant factor 
in pushing them to the 
streets. 

However, more than 
72 percent of them do 
not want to enrol in 
rehabilitation centres 
as well. Of them, 79.2 
percent expressed their 
unwillingness due to the 
lack of freedom in such 
centres, while 24.4 percent 
said the environment 
in such centres is not 
according to their liking. 
Around 14.4 percent said 
they are unwilling to 
rehabilitate because they 
have to contribute to the 
family income. 

The survey recommends 
the implementation of 
further programmes to 
accurately determine the 
total number of street 

children and district-
level estimates, which will 
facilitate the allocation 
of resources based on the 
number of children living 
in street situations. The 
report suggests that an 
in-depth qualitative study 
would also be helpful in 
policymaking for this 
highly vulnerable group of 
children.

Addressing the survey-
unveiling event, Planning 
Minister MA Mannan said 
there were no previous 
government statistics on 
street children. 

“The findings of the 
survey will help to enact 
policy for the betterment of 
street children,” he said.

Chaired by BBS Director 
General Md Matiar 
Rahman, the programme 
was addressed by State 
Minister for Planning 
Shamsul Alam, and 
Shahnaz Arefin, secretary 
of the Statistics and 
Informatics Division of the 
planning ministry.

Doa mahfil for 
Abdul Hannan 
on Friday
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A doa mahfil for Abdul 
Hannan, former press 
counsellor of the 
Bangladesh mission to 
New York, will be held at 
his Dhanmondi residence 
in Dhaka on Friday, said a 
press release.

Hannan passed away on 
the evening of April 5 at his 
residence. He was 89.

In this long career, 
he served as a teacher, 
journalist and diplomat. 
He contributed columns 
to various newspapers, 
including The Daily Star 
and Prothom Alo, and also 
authored a book on public 
relations.

Elder brother of noted 
writer Hasnat Abdul Hye, 
Hannan was buried at the 
family graveyard in his 
village home at Syedabad 
of Kosba in Brahmanbaria.

Parliament just
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golden jubilee session of 
the parliament.

He said, “The 
government acts as an 
initiator in formulating 
laws. Due to Article 70, the 
ruling party, who holds 
the majority seats in the 
parliament, can pass any 
gover n men t - pro p o s e d 
laws.” 

“Everything, accepting 
and refusing any 
amendment, depends on 
the government,” he said.

“Arrangements can be 
made so that the members 
of the ruling party can 
vote with their own 
knowledge and judgment 
and reflect the opinion of 
their constituency, rather 
than voting in line to their 
party’s desire,” he added.

 The parliamentarians 
should be allowed to raise 
their voices independently 
in all proposals except three. 
Those three are formation 
of the government, no 
confidence motion against 
the government, and the 

passage of budget, he 
added.

GM Quader said that 
the main responsibility 
of the parliamentary 
committees is to ensure 
the accountability of 
the government and its 
ministries.

“But we feel that the 
standing committees are 
failing to do these tasks.  
Because they can make 
recommendations to the 
ministries concerned, 
but ministries often 
don’t even look at these 
recommendations,” he 
claimed.

“Many want to consider 
overall development [of the 
country] as an alternative 
to democracy.  But 
development can never be a 
substitute,” he added.

He said development 
does not  only mean 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
development. Real 
development is the 
development of the overall 
quality of life of the 
country’s people.

Govt takes up
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The DoE will also purchase 
75 professional drones 
and 63 vehicles to monitor 
environment pollution 
across the country. The 
vehicles will cost Tk 39 crore.

According to the 
project proposal, the cost 
to construct 35 buildings 
will be Tk 492 crore; each 
building will take Tk 14 crore.

A multipurpose building 
will be constructed for 
the training and research 
centre. Its construction 
cost will be Tk 92 crore.

Sanjay Kumar Bhowmik 
-- additional secretary 
(development wing, 
additional charge) of the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
-- said it is an essential 

project to establish 
permanent locations for the 
DoE, as it still conducts its 
activities by renting offices.

“It is not possible to 
conduct research and 
monitoring work through 
floating places,” he said, 
adding that this project will 
surely strengthen the DoE’s 
overall activities.

AKM Fazlul Haque -- 
secretary to the agriculture, 
water resources and rural 
institutions division of the 
planning commission -- said 
the project will help ensure 
sustainable environmental 
management.

“From the planning 
commission, we have 
scrutinised the project and 
given observations about 
the consultation firms.”
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Free surgical 
devices for poor 
children at NICVD
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Authorities of National Institute of Cardiovascular 
Disease (NICVD) have launched a programme to 
support poor children who have cardiac issues by 
supplying surgical equipment for free.

Under the programme, UCB Foundation 
has donated 50 paediatric oxygenators and 50 
patent ductus crteriosus (PDA) devices to NICVD 
authorities. UCB Foundation and NICVD have also 
signed a MoU in this regard recently.

An oxygenator is a medical device that is capable 
of exchanging oxygen and carbon dioxide in the 
blood of patients during surgical procedures, while 
a PDA device is used to conduct a minimally-invasive 
(non-surgical) procedure. 

Using the oxygenators and PDA devices, 
physicians already have treated 39 child patients.

Prof Mir Jamal Uddin, director of NICVD, 
thanked UCB Foundation to come forward to help 
the child cardiac patients. He also urged the rich 
people to come forward to help poor patients.

Attending the MoU signing ceremony, Arif Quadri, 
managing director and CEO of United Commercial 
Bank, pledged to continue such support.


