CITY

DHAKA MONDAY APRIL 10, 2023
CHAITRA 27, 1429 BS

The Baily Star

Locals protest
‘hotel attempting
to grab land’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

Over 700 locals of Naikhongchhari upazila in Bandarban
staged a demonstration yesterday against authorities of
a renowned private hotel that allegedly is attempting to
encroach upon some 150 acres of land.

They formed a human chain around 9:00am in front of
the uparzila parishad, claiming that the authorities tried
o encroach their land in the name of setting up a private
school and boarding.

While speaking, Swee Thowi Ching Marma said
some 300 Marma families have been living on this land
for many years, but a private hotel based in Cox’s Bazar
encroached on the land.

“If the hotel authority is allowed to startits construction
work, then many Marma families, who have lived on the
land for years, will be evicted and turned into refugees,”
he said.

Mongching Chak, another demonstrator, said the
land in question has been encroached upon by various
companies and establishments in Naikhongchhari in the
past.

Asaresult, the families of eight Chak communities and
cight Marma communities, who were evicted between
2006 and 2014, still live a life of uncertainty, he said.

Naikhongchhari Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Romen
Sharma expressed solidarity with the protesters and
urged the local people to be aware of land encroachments.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

Rule on Tarique-
Z.ubaida’s defence
on April 13

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court will decide on April 13 whether BNP acting
chairman Tarique Rahman and his wife Zubaida Rahman
will get any lawyers to defend them in absentia in a graft
case filed by Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) in
September 2007.

After an hour-long hearing, Judge Md Asaduzzaman
of Dhaka Metropolitan Senior Special Judge’s Court set
the date for passing an order on the issue.

The couple’s defence submitted an application on
March 29, seeking permission to defend them in their
absence in the case.

During yesterday’s hearing, lawyer Masud Ahmed
Talukder, representing Tareque-Zubaida, cited different
rulings of the higher courts, saying that a fugitive accused
can get a lawyer if they are unable (o appear before the

Reviving Moulvibazar’s
‘dead canal’

Re-excavation brings hope for an end to waterlogging

MINTU DESHWARA

The Gogalichara canal in Kulaura
municipality  of  Moulvibazar,
the only means (o drain water,
has been a victim of filling and
encroachment for many years. As
a result, even a little rain causes
waterlogging on the roads in the
area, creating public nuisance.

The encroachment made the
canal so narrow that locals now call
it “Mora Gogalichara”, which can be
translated as “the dead canal”.

However, there is renewed
hope as the Water Development
Board (WDB) recently started re-
excavating the canal under the
“River, Canal and Beel Re-dredging
Program in 64 Districts (Phase 1)”.

The job was given to M/s M
Rahman, a contracting firm from
Mymensingh, with an estimated
cost of about Tk 64 lakh. The
work began on February 19 and is
expected to be completed by June
30.

According to Kulaura
municipality  authorities, the
Gogalichara  canal  originates

from the hills of Gazipur area of
Moulvibazar Sadar upazila, passes
through various areas of the
municipality, and joins Fanai river
at Kadipur union.

Fanai is connected to Hakaluki
haor. During a visit to the site,
it was found that re-excavation
is underway with excavators in
Sonapur, Uchlapara, and Dakshin
Magura parts of the canal. However,
some people have built culverts and
boundary walls on both sides of

turned into a narrow drain, said
local Abul Hossain. He hopes that
the re-excavation work will put
an end to their suffering from
flooding. Other residents echoed
the same.

Sadek Mia, a local farmer, said
that cultivation is not possible in
croplands due to long waterlogging.

Waterloggingisa  Apart from re excavation, the
perennial problem for municipal authorities have taken
the municipali and the the initiative o de-encroach
pality, the canal, and after the work

re-excavation work is a
step towards resolving
the issue. The boundaries
of the canal have been
marked before the work
began, and the residents
have been requested

to remove any illegal

is completed, a road will be
constructed on both sides of the
waterway in some places.

Mayor Sipar Uddin Ahmed
emphasised that waterlogging
is a perennial problem for the
municipality, and the re-excavation
work is a step towards resolving the
issue.

structures. The boundaries of the canal
have been marked before the work
SIPAR UDDIN AHMED  began, and the residents have been

Mayor of Kulaura municipality

the ridge, which must be removed
before the work can be completed,
said project insiders.

The once drought-prone canal
has suffered due to a lack of
necessary measures (0 protect
it. The canal was once wide and

requested to remove any illegal
structures, he said.

Al Amin Sarkar, Deputy
Assistant Engineer of WDB Kulaura
Region, who is supervising the re-
excavation work of the canal, said
that about 80 percent of the work
has already been completed and is
expected (o be finished within the

‘Free journo held
under DSA’

Local journalists demand

at human chain
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakrugaon

Local journalists formed a human chain at
Thakurgaon  town intersection  yesterday
demanding immediate release of Rahim Shuvo,
Thakurgaon district correspondent of Daily
Protidiner Bangladesh, and withdrawal of all cases
under DSA against journalists across the country.

People from different professions participated
in the hour-long programme, jointly organised
by Thakurgaon Television Journalist Association
and Online Journalist Association, to express
solidarity with journos.

Judge of Rangpur Cyber Tribunal Md Abdul
Majud sent Rahim Shuvo to jail while he went to
the court on last Thursday for seeking bail in a
DSA case filed on April 18 in 2020.

Mominul Islam Bhashani, president of
Baliadangi upazila unit of Swechchhasebak
League filed the case against Rahim and three
others for tarnishing his image.

The investigation officer of the case, Sub-
inspector Khademul Islam, placed a charge sheet
on April 30 accusing one Shawan Amin and
Rahim Shuvo.

‘Repeal Digital
Security Act’

Demands Chhatra
Odhikar Parishad

DU CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka University unit of Chhatra Odhikar
Parishad held a rally on campus vyesterday,
demanding repeal of the Digital Security Act
(DSA).

The participants, with their mouths tied up
with black clothes, protested the government’s
“repression of freedom of expression”.

During the rally, the participants showed a “red
card” to the DSA, symbolically calling for the act to
be disqualified.

They claimed that the DSA was established to
silence dissenting voices of journalists and the
public, and that it was being used to intimidate
journalists from reporting on government
corruption.

Besides, Gonotantrik Chhatra Jote also held
a protest on campus, calling for the immediate

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6 flowing, but now, it has basically stipulated time. repeal of the DSA.
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