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Hijra community donates
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money from the traders 
this year too if the fire had 
not ravaged the markets. 

 Hijra leader Aleya from 
Uttara also handed over 
Tk 2 lakh separately as a 
donation to the traders 
early yesterday morning. 
Aleya said she had saved 
the money to perform hajj, 
but gave it to the traders 
so that they could bounce 

back.
“It was heartbreaking 

to see this market being 
burnt down. Once we 
used to collect Tk 10 to 20 
from these traders in the 
markets. Today, they have 
lost everything. So, this 
is my little contribution,” 
Aleya said.

“I want them to survive,” 
she added.

The traders, who have 

approximately lost more 
than Tk 1,000 crore worth 
of investment in the fire, 
thanked the community for 
its generous contribution. 

There were around 
2,500 shops in the 
market, one of the most 
popular clothing hub in 
the capital for retailers 
and wholesalers. The 
shop owners had invested 
heavily to profit from the 
biggest shopping spree 
ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.

Deadline
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Earlier, two separate courts 
expressed dissatisfaction 
over the probe, and the 
investigators’ failure to 
unearth the motive behind 
the murders and arrest the 
real culprits.

Sagar, news editor 
at private TV channel 
Maasranga, and his wife 
Runi, senior reporter at 
ATN Bangla, were killed in 
the early hours of February 
11, 2012, in their rented 
flat in the capital’s West 
Razabazar.

Their only son Mahir 
Sarowar Megh, then five, was 
home at that time. Nousher 
Ali Roman, brother of Runi, 
filed a case with Sher-e-
Bangla Police Station on the 
following day.

Locals protest
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He also said that no land 
would be given to anyone 
if it harms the indigenous 
people.

After the human chain, 
the demonstrators handed 
over a memorandum 
to the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Affairs ministry, 
the chairman of the 
Bandarban Hill District 
Council, and the 
deputy commissioner, 
demanding the hotel 
authority stop its 
construction work and 
leave the land.

This newspaper 
refrained from 
mentioning the hotel’s 
name, as its authorities 
could not be reached 
for comments despite 
repeated attempts.

UN chief
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that I can count on your 
knowledge, experience, 
and expertise to promote 
zero-waste initiatives.” 

“The board has an 
important role to play in 
supporting zero-waste 
initiatives in the context of 
sustainable development,” 
the letter read.

The Advisory Board 
will consist of 13 eminent 
persons, including 
Emine Erdoğan, first lady 
of Türkiye (serving as 
chairperson); Jose Manuel 
Moller, chief executive 
officer and founder of 
Algramo; Prof Yunus, co-
founder and chairman, 
Yunus Environment Hub; 
Carlos Silva Filho, president 
of International Solid Waste 
Association; Laura Reyes, 
directora of Ejecutiva 
Cempre – Economía 
circular; Lara van Druten, 
chief executive officer of 
The Waste Transformers; 
and Professor Saleem 
Ali of energy and the 
environment department 
at the University of 
Delaware, USA.

Are OC, SI on leave
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ASM Mahtab Uddin said, “I 
am not informed that OC 
Nazim is on leave...”

Several SIs, ASI and 
constables of CMP, wishing 
not to be named, said if 
any SI or constable is sued 
for custodial torture, they 
would have been suspended 
without any delay.

Bangladesh Human 
Rights Foundation (BHRF) 
is providing legal support 
to Mostakim at court. 

Advocate Zia Habib Ahasan 
of BHRF told The Daily 
Star, “The court also served 
a show-cause notice to OC 
Nazim and the SI.”

Police said the officers 
gave written explanation to 
the court on April 6 but no 
further details could not be 
known immediately.

Despite repeated 
attempts, the OC and SI 
could not be contacted 
over phone.

Rule on Tarique
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proper court due to 
security reasons.

ACC Public Prosecutor 
Mosharraf Hossain Kajol 
opposed the petition 
saying that both the High 
Court and Supreme Court 
had settled the issue earlier 
and ruled that a fugitive 
cannot get any lawyer to 
defend them at the court in 
their absence.

Earlier on January 19, 
the court directed the 
government to publish a 
gazette asking the couple 
to appear before it by 
February 6 in the case.

Tarique and Zubaida 
have been in London since 
2008.

The same court on 

November 1 last year issued 
arrest warrants against the 
duo after accepting the 
charges brought against 
them.

On June 26 last year, 
the High Court declared 
Tarique and Zubaida as 
“fugitives” and rejected 
their writ petitions, 
challenging the filing of the 
graft case.On September 
26, 2007, the anti-graft 
body filed the case with 
Kafrul Police Station 
against Tarique, his wife 
Zubaida, and her mother 
Syeda Iqbal Mand Banu for 
amassing assets worth Tk 
4.82 crore through illegal 
means and concealing the 
information of Tk 2.16 crore 
in their wealth statements.

The financial
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cost of each meal was 
exorbitant, Tk 70 and even 
sometimes more, and was 
frustrated about not getting 
good food even after paying 
such an amount.

The increase in food 
prices has forced them 
to modify their diets and 
cut down on protein 
intake, leading to protein 
deficiency and falling ill, 
said Prof SK Nazrul Islam, 
director of the Institute of 
Nutrition and Food Science 
at Dhaka University.

“This deficiency can even 
lead to chronic diseases,” 
he added.

According to Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics, food 
inflation was 9.09 percent 
and non-food inflation was 
9.72 percent in March.

Three months earlier, 
food inflation was 7.76 
percent and non-food 
inflation 9.84 percent.

Sultana died
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party people want to stay in 
the office through killing 
and filing cases.”

Criticising the case filed 
against Prothom Alo’s 
editor and a reporter, 
Fakhrul said the UN Human 
Rights Commission talked 
about amending Digital 
Security Act, but a minister 
said DSA would not be 
scrapped.

Politics devoid of passion now
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He claimed that after 
1975, during the period of 
legitimate and illegitimate 
governments, no one could 
hold fair, free and impartial 
elections in the country. 
Bangabandhu’s daughter 
Sheikh Hasina has not been 
spared from this charge.
“NO NEED TO SEEK 

VOTES FROM PEOPLE”

AL lawmaker Meher Afroz 
Chumki said that there 
shouldn’t be a need to seek 
votes from people because 
of what Bangladesh 
has achieved under the 

government.
“But why do we still 

need to seek votes? 
Because, after killing 
Bangabandhu, a large 
generation grew up in this 
Bangladesh with wrong 
and distorted history. They 
do not know the history of 
Bangabandhu; they do not 
know the history of this 
country properly,” she said.

The MP said a section of 
intellectuals has forgotten 
that on the eve of victory, 
intellectuals were murdered 
so that this country 
could not raise its head. 

She questioned after all 
this, how can this section 
“indulge in conspiracy 
against the country”.

“We are surprised that 
on Independence Day, 
with false information and 
using a child by giving 
him Tk 10, a section 
of people mocked the 
country’s independence. 
Child labour has caught 
everyone’s attention,” she 
said while participating in 
the discussion.

Chumki said that 
at present, poverty has 
disappeared in Bangladesh.
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Although designated dumping zones exist in the city, locals repeatedly dump garbage openly on the busy 
Sirajuddolla Road in Narayanganj. As a result, city corporation workers are seen picking up garbage off the 
spot in the afternoon, which lead to congestion on the road. This photo was taken yesterday.
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