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‘Cancel Prothom 
Alo’s licence’
Demand Duta, other orgs 
in human chain
DU CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Dhaka University Teachers Association 
and members of various organisations demanded 
the cancellation of Prothom Alo’s licence over 
practising “yellow journalism”.

The demand was raised at a human chain held 
yesterday at the capital’s Central Shaheed Minar, 
under a common banner of “Shadhinota Socheton 
Nagorik Samaj”.

Speakers addressing the human chain 
demanded the cancellation of the newspaper’s 
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Thieves in 
the guise of 
doctors, nurses
Gulshan police 
arrest six of gang

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

They used to enter 
buildings in posh areas of 
Dhaka wearing aprons and 
masks, carrying identity 
cards, to pose as doctors 
and nurses. Unlike actual 
physicians, their motives 
were insidious. 

Using their disguise, 
they steal valuables from 
the flats and flee the scene.

Gulshan police arrested 
six members of such a gang 
from different areas of the 
capital on Wednesday, 
Abdul Ahad, deputy 
commissioner of DMP’s 
Gulshan Division, told a 
press briefing yesterday.

The arrestees are -- 
Afsana Akhtar Esha alias 
Mim, 22; Tanmoy Biswas, 
30; Swapan Sheikh, 45; 
Nurul Islam, 27; Kalim 
Uddin Kalu, 40; and 
Mokhleshur Rahman, 51.

During the arrest, six 
laptops, 10 phones and two 
bags were seized from their 
possession.

The gang used to 
target houses where the 
occupants are either sick or 
elderly, and few in number. 

Jahedul Islam, a 
businessman and a victim 
of the gang, recounted how 
Afsana entered his home 
on January 25, posing as 
a physiotherapist for his 
mother. 

“My house is very secure. 
We have a housekeeper as 
well as CCTV. I went out 
of home for only three 
minutes to drop my child 
for school. Meanwhile, she 
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Rangpur 
journo sued 
under DSA
Fellows form 
human chain

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Dinajpur

Journalists formed 
a human chain in 
Rangpur yesterday, 
demanding withdrawal 
of a case filed against 
one of their fellows 
under Digital Security 
Act.

Zakaria Alam 
Shiplu, a councillor of 
ward-15 in the city and 
general secretary of 
Tajhat unit of Awami 
League, filed the case 
with cyber tribunal in 
Rangpur on Wednesday 
against Sarkar Majharul 
Mannan, staff reporter 
of Jamuna Television 
in Rangpur, and two 
others.

Following the 
complaint, Judge Abdul 
Mojid ordered Police 
Bureau of Investigation 
to submit a report after 
investigation, said Rurul 
Amin Talukar, public 
prosecutor of the court.

Yesterday, journalists 
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‘Pay some, get 
so much more’

Couple embezzles Tk 39 crore through 
fraudulent schemes, finds CID

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

Taking a deposit of Tk 3 lakh, he first 
gave the depositor an appointment 
for the post of an assistant teacher in 
a school with a monthly salary of Tk 
18,000.

After appointing the teachers, he 
used to seek funds to set up the school.

All these moves were made under the 
banner of “Rajshahi Digital Business 
Plus Limited”. Formed on July 14, 2010, 
the institute’s target was taking up 
projects to address basic rights like food, 
clothing, education, medical care, and 
employment.

Its founder Md Ahsanul Azim, now 44, 
established a school in Rajshahi named 
“Rajshahi Digital Plus Model School” 
from grade one to six on January 11. 

However, the school’s operations 
stopped within a short time. 

On September 18, 2012, Ahsanul 
founded a hospital named “Rajshahi 
Digital Plus Model Hospital” under a 
healthcare project in Rajshahi. This 
hospital, too, stopped its operations 
after some days.

Ahsanul used to allure people by 
saying if they invest in education or 
health projects, they would get back 
double the benefits after a certain 
period.

Following the strategy, Ahsanul 
and his wife Zinnat Fatema, now 
38, embezzled around Tk 39 crore 
from different people through their 
fraudulent schemes.

The financial crime unit of Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID) claimed 
to have found evidence of the couple 
embezzling a huge sum, after their 
three-year-long investigation.

A charge sheet was also submitted 
against the couple to a Rajshahi court 
yesterday, in a case filed with Rajpara 

police station of Rajshahi on March 20, 
2020.

CID brought money-laundering 
charges against the couple as they 
transferred the sum from the said 
institute’s account to other accounts. 
With the money, they bought properties 
and shares in the stock market, 
according to the investigation’s findings.

Inspector Md Moniruzzaman of CID’s 
financial crime unit confirmed the 
development to The Daily Star yesterday. 

“We have confiscated two four-storey 
buildings and seized 30 bank accounts 
from the accused,” he said.

He mentioned that Ahsanul is wanted 
in at least 20 to 25 other cases related 
to fraudulence. He was arrested earlier 
in 2020 and was in Rajshahi jail, said 
Moniruzzaman.

Later, Ahsanul was transferred to 
Bogura jail and got bailed out from 
there, said the official.

As a huge number of people were 
looking for Ahsanul to get their money 
back, he went into hiding immediately 
after securing bail, he said.

According to the investigation’s 
findings, Ahsanul not only takes 

Although the institute’s 
activities were suspended, 

investigators found that 
Ahsanul built a three-storey 

building in Rajshahi’s 
Bilsimla area on a seven-

decimal land with the 
embezzled money. The 

couple also bought four-
storey buildings on five acres 

of land in the same area 
spending Tk 2 crore.
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INCOME TAX ON PRIVATE UNIVS

SC clears way for HC 
to hear petitions
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court yesterday 
cleared way for the High Court to hear and dispose 
of nearly 100 pending writ petitions centring the 
imposition of 15-percent income tax on private 
universities.

The apex court dismissed five separate review 
petitions against its observation that earlier said HC 
will individually hear and dispose of the writ petitions 
that challenged the decisions of then caretaker 
government and elected governments regarding 
collection of income tax from private institutions.

Yesterday, SC asked the lawyers for the private 
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Construction of the Khulna-Mongla broad-gauge rail line goes on in full swing aiming to meet the revised 
deadline of its inauguration. Once installed, this 64.75-km line is expected to establish a direct connection 
between the port and the capital, thereby enhancing regional rail connectivity. This photo was taken in Khulna’s 
area yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


