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US ‘going 
to hell’
Trump attacks hush 
money case in Mar-a-
Lago speech
AFP, Washington

Donald Trump offered a full-throated 
defense of his conduct Tuesday in his first 
public remarks since being charged over 
hush money payments to a porn star, 
blasting the criminal prosecution as “an 
insult to our country.”

Hours earlier the 76-year-old former US 
president pleaded not guilty to 34 felony 
counts in a dramatic hearing in New York 
that transfixed the nation -- and began the 
countdown to the first ever criminal trial 
of an American president.

“I never thought anything like this 
could happen in America -- never thought 
it could happen,” Trump told an audience 
of several hundred donors, political allies 
and other supporters after returning to 
Mar-a-Lago, his beachfront mansion in 
southern Florida.

“The only crime that I’ve committed is 
to fearlessly defend our nation from those 
who seek to destroy it... It’s an insult to our 
country,” he said. 

“Our country is going to hell”.
Trump -- the frontrunner in the race for 

the 2024 Republican nomination -- said 
from a stage festooned with American flags 
in an opulent gold-and-cream ballroom 
that “radical left” prosecutors were out 
to get him “at any cost.” The bizarrely 
celebratory mood in the room seemed at 
odds with the gravity of the day’s events in 
Manhattan.

Manhattan District Attorney Alvin 
Bragg is prosecuting Trump for cooking 
his company’s books to hide payments 
he arranged for adult film actress Stormy 
Daniels days before the 2016 election, to 
cover up an alleged sexual encounter a 
decade earlier.

The twice-impeached Republican is the 
first sitting or former American president 
to be criminally indicted.

Taliban signals UN female ban
World body’s Afghan staff told to stay home

REUTERS, United Nations

The United Nations told some 
3,300 Afghan staff not to 
come to work in Afghanistan 
for the next two days after the 
Taliban authorities signalled 
on Tuesday that they would 
enforce a ban on Afghan 
women working for the world 
body.

UN officials in Afghanistan 
“received word of an order 

by the de facto authorities 
that bans female national 
staff members of the United 
Nations from working,” UN 
spokesperson Stephane 
Dujarric told reporters in New 
York. 

The UN is looking into 
impacts and will meet with 
Afghan foreign ministry 
officials in Kabul to seek 
further clarity, he said. About 
400 Afghan women work for 

the UN. 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres yesterday strongly 
condemned the ban and 
called for the decision to be 
immediately revoked.  
“This is a violation of the 
inalienable fundamental 
human rights of women,” 
UN spokesperson Stephane 
Dujarric said. “Female staff 
members are essential for the 
United Nations operations.”

Migrants travel in an inflatable boat across the English Channel, bound for Dover on the south coast of England. More than 
45,000 migrants arrived in the UK last year by crossing the English Channel on small boats. PHOTO: AFP

Ukraine may pull 
out of Bakhmut 
Says President Zelensky

REUTERS, Kyiv

President Volodymyr Zelensky yesterday thanked 
Poland for its “historic” help in rallying Western 
support for Ukraine during a visit to Warsaw 
and said Ukrainian troops were still fighting for 
Bakhmut in the east but could withdraw if they 
risked being cut off.

Poland has provided vital weaponry to Kyiv 
since Russia’s invasion and taken in millions 
of Ukrainian refugees. During Zelensky’s visit, 
Warsaw announced it would send 10 more MiG 
fighter jets to Kyiv on top of four provided earlier. 

Zelensky said Ukrainian troops faced a really 
difficult situation in Bakhmut and Kyiv would take 
“corresponding” decisions to protect them if they 
risk being cut off by Russian invasion forces.

Bakhmut, in Ukraine’s mainly Russian-
occupied Donetsk province, has proven one of the 
bloodiest and longest battles of Russia’s invasion, 
now in its 14th month. 

French President Emmanuel Macron, 
meanwhile, was visiting China.

Both Macron and European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen, due in Beijing 
shortly after him, have said they want to persuade 
China to use its influence over Russia to bring 
peace in Ukraine, or to at least deter Beijing from 
directly supporting Moscow in the conflict.
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Twelve fire engines were still 
working there yesterday.

“Our probe committee 
is working to identify 
the cause of the fire,” fire 
service Director General 
Brig Gen Md Main Uddin 
told reporters.

Helal Uddin, who lost his 
shop, said, “It is impossible 
to recover from the loss. If 
the government does not 
support us, it will be hard 
for me to even make a 
living.” 

Dozens of poor women 
and children were seen 
scavenging for clothes that 
can be used.

One of the women, 
Aklima Aktar, said she was 
looking for something that 
was not badly burnt. “The 
good ones have already 
been taken,” she said in the 
afternoon.

Another woman named 
Kamrun Nahar said she 
was looking for something 
to wear.

DSCC Mayor Sheikh 
Fazle Noor Taposh 
yesterday met the shop 
owners’ association leaders 
at the Nagar Bhaban and 

promised to give them 
financial support from the 
city corporation funds.

Meanwhile, clothes 
stored at the adjacent 
Anexco Tower were not 
completely damaged and 
traders were moving them 
elsewhere throughout 
yesterday.  

“We cannot take 
this risk. I will remove 
everything from this store 
as soon as possible,” said 
a trader named Delwar 
Hossain.

Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal 
yesterday said that the city 
corporation will make 
Bangabazar a modern and 
safe market.

A decision will be made 
about the rehabilitation of 
traders, the minister told 
reporters after visiting 
the burnt-down market, 
adding that the city 
corporation has appointed 
a contractor for the job.

He also said the city 
corporation would come 
up with a logical decision 
regarding the affected 
traders.
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top BRTA official.
“The number of electric 

vehicles in the country 
is not significant but the 
number is increasing,” 
the official told this 
correspondent yesterday, 
wishing not to be named.

Around 20 electric 
vehicles of global 
automotive brands such 
as Tesla and Porsche have 
been registered with the 
BRTA since September 
2022, according to a report 
of The Daily Star published 
on March 19 this year.

The purpose of the 
guideline is to bring 
discipline in approving 
electric vehicle’s operation, 
fixing a registration 
process, registration fees, 
economic life of vehicles, 
and reducing carbon 
emission and environment 
pollution, reads the 
guideline.
GUIDELINES
Each electric vehicle has 
to obtain registration like 
vehicles with an internal 
combustion engine require.

They will need 
registration, fitness 
certificate, tax token and 
route permit like other 
vehicles do. 

Existing unsafe 
electric vehicles have to 
be retrofitted following a 
safe model issued by the 
gover n men t - a p prove d 
entities. No electric vehicles 
with a top speed below 
30kmph would be allowed 
to operate on the national 
and regional highways, it 
reads.

Dealers, agents, 
importers, local 
manufacturers or 
producers will not hand 
over electric three-wheelers 
or motorcycles to owners 
without registration, it said.

Different government 
agencies, including the 
National Board of Revenue, 
will announce special 
incentives to popularise 
electric vehicles.

Registration of an 
electric vehicle will be 
given for a specific period 
following the “economic 
life” of the vehicle and 
the registration will be 
scrapped after the time 
expires. The vehicle will 
have to be scrapped then, 
it said.

All laws and rules and 
guidelines of the transport 
sector will be applicable 
for drivers of the electric 
vehicles.


